THE OBJECT OF ROTARY
The object of Rotary is to encourage and foster
the ideal of service as a basis of worthy enterprise and, in particular, to encourage and
foster:
First: The development of acquaintance as an opportunity for service;
Second: High ethical standards in business and professions; the recognition of the worthiness of all useful occupations; and the dignifying
of each Rotarian’s occupation as an opportunity to serve society;
Third: The application of the ideal of service in each Rotarian’s personal, business, and community life;
Fourth: The advancement of international understanding, goodwill,
and peace through a world of fellowship of business and professional
persons united in the ideal of service.

SUSANVILLE SUNRISE CLUB OFFICERS
2015-2016
President:			Karen Grosz
President Elect:		
Steve King
Secretary:			Oliver Grosz
Treasurer:			Annette Silveria
Sergeant at Arms:		
Steve Rose
Club Service:			
Chelsea Keith
Vocational Service:		
Tim Nobles
Community Service:		
Gary Felt
International Service:
Rich Hrezo
Youth Service:		
Zeane Barber
Foundation Chair:		
Arlin Billington

SUSANVILLE SUNRISE ROTARY CLUB,
P.O. BOX 1345 SUSANVILLE, CA 96130

Email: admin@susanville rotary.com
Website: www.susanvillerotary.org
Meetings held each Thursday at 7:00 a.m. at Lassen Senior Center
Please Report Attendance Makeups Promptly To
Oliver Grosz at ogrosz39@gmail.com

ROTARY CLUB OF SUSANVILLE SUNRISE

SPOKE
Volume 17 Number 4

July23, 2015

ROTARY 4-WAY TEST

1. Is it the TRUTH?
2. Is it FAIR to all concerned?
3.Will it build GOODWILL and better FRIENDSHIPS?
4.Will it be BENEFICIAL to all concerned?

Today’s Program
Tim Nobles - Nobles Construction Components, Inc.

Future Programs
Phil Nowak
Maria Nye
Mike O’Kelly

Upcoming Events

8/14 Dinner with RI President Ravi Ravindran @ Atlantis
8/29 Foundation Seminar & Grants Training @ Parasol, Incline Village
8/30 Rotary Day at the Aces to benefit PolioPlus

Rotary Anniversary Month
Phil Nowak joined Rotary on July 25, 2013

PRESIDENTIAL MESSAGE

K.R. "RAVI" RAVINDRAN
PRESIDENT 2015-16

JULY 2015

We in Rotary aspire to great deeds. We admire those who gave great gifts
to humanity: Abraham Lincoln, who gave the gift of human dignity to
the downtrodden; Mother Teresa, who gave the gift of compassion to the
forgotten; Mahatma Gandhi, who gave the gift of peaceful change to the
oppressed. Their very lives became gifts to the world.
We can be inspired by their example. We can be inspired to ask, how can
I, in the life that I live – without neglecting the responsibilities that are so
dear to me – how can I, too, become a gift to the world? As I considered
my theme, I thought of the lessons I have learned through my Hindu faith.
I thought especially of the story of Sudama.
Sudama was a poor child and a bosom friend of Krishna, who was born in
a royal lineage as an avatar – an incarnation of the divine. As the two boys
grow up, they drift apart, and while Krishna becomes a military leader
and king of great repute, Sudama remains a humble villager.
The years go by and Sudama’s poverty deepens. Finally, he lacks even food
to feed his children. His wife reminds him of his childhood friendship
with Krishna: Perhaps it is time to go to the mighty ruler for help. Reluctantly, Sudama agrees, but resolves that he will not go empty-handed. He
gathers together a few handfuls of rice – all the food his family has left –
and wraps them in a piece of cloth as a gift for his friend.
When Sudama enters the palace, he is overwhelmed by the grandeur and

by Krishna’s gracious welcome. His meager gift, so carefully prepared,
a humiliating reminder of his poverty. Krishna embraces Sudama, who
hides the hand holding the rice behind his back. Krishna asks what he is
holding.
Far from being disdainful, Krishna accepts the rice with gratitude and
consumes it with joy as the two sit and talk together. Hours pass, during
which the pleasures of their rekindled friendship push all thoughts of his
desperate plight from Sudama’s mind. When evening falls, Sudama sets
out for home – and only then realizes that he has neglected his task. He
is returning with nothing, and Krishna has eaten his family’s last grains
of rice.
Sudama steels himself to return to his hungry children. But standing before his gate, as dawn begins to break, he sees that the hut he left
yesterday has become a stately home, and waiting to greet him is his own
family: well-dressed, and well-fed by the baskets of food that appeared in
their kitchen as Krishna ate each grain of Sudama’s rice.
Krishna understood what Sudama had brought him: everything he had
to give. In return, Krishna gave him everything he needed. It is never
the material value of a gift that matters – it is the love that comes with it.
Just as Sudama’s gift to Krishna became a gift to Sudama, what we give
through Rotary becomes a gift to us. And we all have a choice: whether
to keep our gifts to ourselves or give them to others, and Be a Gift to the
World.
We have only one chance at our lives. And we will have only one chance
at this new Rotary year. This is our time. Let us grasp it. Let us Be a Gift
to the World.

