
  

 

OLYMPIA YACHT CLUB 

March 2014 

M arch is here! 

 

 

That means the days are getting longer, the weather is slowly changing for 

the better and it is time for our boating calendar to fill up. 

 

Our boat show new member recruiting effort was a tremendous success and 

we will be voting in record numbers of new members for the next few 

months. Our open slips should be nearing capacity and there are several 

new members interested in purchasing boat houses. A big win for our club! 

 

New members, a freshly dredged basin, and a piling replacement project this summer. 

It is going to be a great year to be a member at OYC!!! 

 

Lastly, we still need that lucky member to step up and serve as our new Rear Commodore! You 

wonôt regret it! 

 

Commodore Jeff Pape 

1st Mate Debra 

M/V Papaôs Dream 

Commodore 

Captain Jeff Pape 
First Mate Debra Pape 
M/V Papaôs Dream 
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Hello, 

 

This has been an amazing month for our club. It began with a delightful time at Island 

Home dressed as a woman from the 50ôs with a handsome suitor.  Yes, it was the Valen-
tineôs Day Cruise.  Gary and Deb Waldherr and their crew pulled off a wonderful event.  

They even created an OYC version of the Newlywed (really ñvery wedò) Game. 

 

The other event for February was our ñBoat Show Specialò that turned out to be an ex-

tremely positive experience for OYC.  Once our Board announced the special, the interest 

erupted!  Bill Wilmovsky and his committee probably had one of their busiest months.  
Special thanks to him and Bob Wolf for all the work they did pulling this off.  Youôll get 

a sense of all of this at our dinner meeting when many of the folks will be there to meet 

you. 

 

What is most important though is that, with our wonderful special, it showed that people were ready and waiting to 

join our fabulous club.  It reminded me of how lucky I am to be a member of OYC.  We are such a welcoming com-
munity.  The people who have submitted applications for membership are excited and want to get involved in our 

activities and in promoting boating in the Puget Sound.  I know you are going to enjoy getting to know them as much 

as I have. 

 

On as side note, I discovered Pleasant Harbor at the Boat Show.  If you are asking what is ñPleasant Harbor?ò, then I 
have some very good news for you.  If you know how to get to Port Ludlow, then you can find Pleasant Harbor.  

And, when you find Pleasant Harbor, you will learn that as part of your moorage, you have access to a swimming 

pool AND a hot tub!  The moorage masters are really cool, too. 

 

On a last note, the TYC Daffodil Festival  is coming up and I hope you are planning on attending.  We have some 

grand plans, and youôll enjoy being a part of them ï I guarantee.  Registration is on the TYC website.  More details 
and call for volunteers at the next dinner meeting.  Or, call me personally. 

 

Safe winds to you, 

Myra & Joe Downing 

Vice Commodore and Captain 

Vice Commodore 
Vice Commodore Myra Downing 

Captain Joe Downing 
S/V Vintage 

JOIN US AT THE 2014 DAFFODIL FESTIVAL 
At the Tacoma Yacht Club 
April 11 ï 13, 2014 

Dancing, Boat Decorating, Eating, Trivia Contest and moreé. 
Registration form and more information on TYC website 

Questions:  Contact Susie Zuelke at 878-2340 
     or Myra Downing at 584-6886 

Want to Volunteer to Help:  Call the same people 
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Hello, Iôm sitting on the boat at the 

Valentineôs Day cruise in the rain.  

Looking forward to seeing everyone 

and enjoying the cruise, but also wish-

ing winter would end soon, as Iôm 

sure all of you are, too. We have no 

control over that, but what we do have 

control over are the club functions that 

we attend.  It is important that all of us 

participate in as many events as we 

can, especially now with all of the 

new members coming aboard.  So, introduce yourself and wel-

come them aboard at all of our events. 

 

In March we only have two functions, starting with the monthly 

dinner meeting on Wednesday March 5th at 6:00 PM at the 

clubhouse. The menu is:  bruschetta salad, bread sticks, Tuscan 

herbed chicken with pasta al pesto and lemon cream cake for 

desert.  The weekend of the March 15th and 16, our fleet cap-

tain power, Gary Waldherr is putting on another great poker 

cruise at Inland Home. There are no reservations required, so 

come as you are and enjoy a fun filled weekend of poker. 

 

I need to do a small bit of housekeeping as far as dinner meeting 

reservations and cancellations are concerned.  Because our ca-

terers need an accurate final count by Monday at 12:00PM be-

fore the dinner meeting  I will be closing dinner reservations 

and cancellations as of 12:00 PM on Monday before the meet-

ing.  I hope this does not cause problems for anyone.  So get 

your reservations in early. 

 

See you at the future functions and on the water! 

 

Rear Commodore Mike Phillips 

First Mate Patti Phillips 

M/V Chaotic Too 

Rear Commodore 
Captain Mike Phillips 
First Mate Patti Phillips 
M/V Chaotic Too 

The Beachcomber is published by the Olympia Yacht Club each month dur-

ing the year (except July) and distributed by postal mail to the membership 

and associates.  Email distribution is also available by request to the Editor 

- Distribution: Postal mail 206, email 87 

- Editor: Gary Wilson  gary@sailsidetrack.com 

- Printer: Minuteman Press 

- Advertising: $100/yearðcontact Gary Wilson   gary@sailsidetrack.com 

- Change of address (or boat): Web Administrator   wildhair@ywave.com 

Photos this issue:  Rick Taylor, Bill Hamaker, Mike Contris 

Directory 
Bridge 
Commodore, Jeff Pape           253-882-5950 

Vice Commodore, Myra Downing  754-2346 

Rear Commodore, Mike Phillips  786-8399 

Fleet Captain Sail, Susie Zuelke  943-5547 

Fleet Captain Power, Gary Waldherr 943-1685 

Immediate Past Commodore, Mike Contris 352-2414 
 

Board of Trustees 

PC George Smith    943-9549 

Sue Wise, Secretary   491-0548  

Steve Parrott    280-2237 

Harold Carr    923-5896 

Richard Hurst    866-1116 

Theresa Madden    459-5900 

Bob Wolf    456-3363 
 

Other Contacts  

Anchorettes, Dorrie Carr   923-5896 

Beachcomber Editor, Gary Wilson  459-7927  

By Laws, Curtis Dahlgren   236-8221 

Club House, PC Carol Robinson  239-2048  

Club Service Program, PC Les Thompson 352-7628 
 mvecstasea@aol.com 

Environmental Awareness, Rick Bergholz  866-4320 

Government Affairs, Gary Ball  412-7473 

Historical Committee, Lisa Mighetto     206- 465-0630  

Island Home Committee, Gary Gronley 866-3974  

Juniors Program, PC Bob Connolly  943-2939 

Long Range Planning, Leo Rancour       915-7252 

Lunchbunch, Denise Lackey mlackey@q.com 280-2739 

Mainstation Committee, Ron Vukonich 943-8679  

Membership Committee, Bill Wilmovsky 786-1829  

Moorage Master, Bridget Shreve  561-3289  

OYC Foundation, Pete Janni  956-1992 

Quartermaster, Phyllis DeTray  970-2052 

Reciprocal Committee, Eric Hurlburt 754-8897 

Sunshine Committee, Barbara Narozonick 943-5708  

Safety Committee, PC Richard Erwin 486-9961 

Treasurer, Jon Bryant   866-7446 

Webmaster, Ron Morsette   790-2002 

WIC Representative, Kim Shann  491-3786 

Yearbook, Jan Wilson OYCyearbook@gmail.com 556-6190 
 

Care Takers: 

Main Station:  Greg Whittaker  357-6767 

  oyccaretaker@comcast.net       Fax 352-2729 

Island Home: George Whittakeréééé.. 426-5882

          or cell 688-0059 

Club Functions & Dinner Reservationséé 705-3767 
 
Website: www.olympiayachtclub.org 
 

Associate Memberships: 
 - Boat U.S group: Olympia Yacht Club 

 Group # GA83470Y 

Mainstation: 

Olympia Yacht Club 

201 Simmons Street NW 

Olympia, WA  98501 

Island Home: 

Olympia Yacht Club 

4921 E. Pickering Road 

Shelton, WA  98584-8889 

ñThe sight of a boat riding in the water clenches a fist of 
emotion in a manôs chest.  A horse, a beautiful dog, arous-
es sometimes a quick emotion, but of inanimate things, 
only a boat can do itò ééé..ééééééééJohn Steinbeck 

mailto:gary@sailsidetrack.com
mailto:gary@sailsidetrack.com
mailto:wildhair@ywave.com
mailto:mvecstasea@aol.com
mailto:mlackey@q.com
mailto:oycyearbook@gmail.com
mailto:oyccaretaker@comcast.net
http://www.olympiayachtclub.org/
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February has been a busy 

month at the OYC!  We had a 

wonderful Toliva Shoal Race. 

 See you on the water! 

FCS Susie Zuelke/Rick 

Antles  

S/V White Raven 

 

Fleet Captain Sail 
Fleet Captain Susie Zuelke 
Captain Rick Antles 
S/V White Raven 

Fleet Captain Power 
Fleet Captain Gary Waldherr 
First Mate Deb Waldherr 

M/V Santorini 

Thank you for all who came to 

the Valentineôs Day Cruise.  

We had a wonderful time, and 

hope you all did, too.  A spe-

cial thank you to the committee 

and all participants for this 

event. 

 

Next up is the Poker Cruise, 

March 15th.  This is a free 

event with beer, wine and chili 

provided on Saturday. $25.00 

buy in on Saturday for the big 

game, all monies paid out.  There will be numerous side 

games at $5.00 each.  If you don't want to play poker 

(Texas holdôem) that's okay, we'd still love to see you.  We 

will do no-host appetizers on Friday night. 

 

Hope you can all attend. 

 

For all you new incoming members, we still have openings 

available on the best yacht committee in Puget Sound...No 

kidding, it's a fun time. Join the Fleet Captain Power 

Team. 

 

South Sound Opening Day will be on May 10th, with a 

boat parade, breakfast, bbq and fun activities, so put that 

on your calendar.  We always need help with that event, so 

please contact me if you are interested in joining in. 

 

Gary Waldherr 

Fleet Captain Power 

360-481-1708 

PV Santorini 

 

TGIF  

Thank Goodness itôs Friday!  

Upcoming TGIF parties: 

February 28th at 5:00 

 March 28th at 5:00  

at the Mainstationð$5/person 

No reservations 

 necessary 

Toliva Shoal photos by Bill Hamaker 
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The dredge is over! It was a pleasure working with the team from Skillings Connolly and Pacific Pile & Ma-

rine.  Caleb Stromstead and Jim Skinner did an excellent job of protecting our interests and making sure that 

the contract was being followed as written. It is unfortunate that we have a broken pile, but the issue is being 

handled and we should have it resolved in the very near future.  As of now, a major portion of the guest dock 

is closed until the pile is replaced. Next on the agenda is the pile replacement.  Hopefully it will be going out 

to bid in the near future. 

 

The membership drive at the Seattle Boat Show went very well. Thank you to all the volunteers who donat-

ed their time to man the booth and promote OYC. As of this writing we have approximately 27 new member 

applicants to be voted on at the March dinner meeting. Hopefully this will fill our vacant slips and the basin 

will be full once again. 

 

By now you may have heard about the devastating fire at the Shelter Bay Marina. This is a reminder that we 

all need to check our boats for any fire hazards and make sure your fire extinguishers are up to date and in 

working order. 

 

Chair PC George Smith 

4gwsmith@comcast.net 

360-704-8383 

Board of Trustees 
George Smith, Chair 

M/V Aventura 

Government Affairs 

Gary Ball, Chair 

The Olympia Waterfront Reception was held on 

February 19th at our Olympia Yacht Club.  The pur-

pose was to educate legislators on the importance of 

preserving Capital Lake and the quality of Budd 

Inlet.  We were pleased to welcome 26 legislators 

and numerous aides to the reception, as well as rep-

resentatives from several Ports, and Mayorôs offic-

es.  The keynote speaker was ñThe Boat Guyò, Chip 

Hanauer, who gave us some perspective on how 

fortunate we are to live on this glorious Puget 

Sound and just how important it is to care for it.  

Our own John DeMeyer spoke of the necessity of 

dredging of the lake and what it means to Budd In-

let.  They were joined by several legislators who 

added to our cause.    

 The event was sponsored by the Olympia Yacht 

Club, Northwest Marine Trade Association, and the 

Recreational Boating Association of Washington.  

Our Yacht Club was well represented as well as the 

other sponsors.  Many thanks go to Carol Robinson 

and her crew for, once again, doing a wonderful job 

on the appetizers.  A special thanks to Susie and Lee 

Reaves (OYC's lobbyist) for extending personal in-

vitations and "working the crowd". Thanks to all the 

other OYC members who made this a  

success. 

 

This event gives the club the opportunity to thank 

the folks who have listened to our concerns and cre-

ates the opportunity to open new doors. This is the 

eighth year that the club has sponsored this event 

and it has gotten better every year. 

mailto:4gwsmith@comcast.net
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Well, here we are at the crunch 
point for the nominations to fill the 

remaining open positions on our 
bridge. 
 

Weôre still looking for a Fleet Cap-
tain Power, Secretary, and Rear 
Commodore.  These positions 

have the following responsibilities 
and impacts: 
 

Fleet Captain Power: puts on several events each year, 
including Oktoberfest, Halloween and the Valentineôs 

Day cruises.  The Waldherrs have a committee in place 
who has helped them with these events and are ready to 
step up and help the new FCP.  Obviously, without some-

one to fill the position, it will be very difficult to put on 
these events as we have in the past.   
 

Secretary: takes notes at the business meetings and 
Board of Trustee meetings.  These notes are the official 

record of those events and any bylaw or rules changes.  
Sue Wise has offered to provide help to the new Secre-
tary, so the candidate will not be on their own.  The Sec-

retary also votes at the BOT meeting, drafts letters to the 
members as directed by the BOT, and helps put on the 
annual election of officers.  Since we operate under Rob-

ertôs Rules of Orders, we canôt have an official meeting 
without someone taking the notes.   
 

Rear Commodore: helps run the club, puts on several 
events for the club, such as New Yearôs Eve and arranges 

the monthly dinner meetings, including planning the 
menus with Pellegrinoôs help.  There is considerable doc-
umentation on this and all of the other bridge positions, 

plus the candidate can depend on receiving the support of 
the current bridge and the recent Past Commodores in 
their performance.  As someone who was nervous about 

taking on the RC position, this proved to be of profound 
help to Vonnie and me.  Without someone in this position 

weôll not have a representative to the other Grand 14 
clubs, a very embarrassing outcome for the bridge and 
our club, and it will be very difficult to put on the dinner 

meetings and the events for which the RC is responsible. 
 
Please give yourself the time to consider offering your 

support for these offices; they are critical to our clubôs 
ongoing health and can be of great personal satisfaction 

to the member who accepts them. 
 
IPC Mike Contris 

M/V Maya 

Past Commodore 
IPC Mike Contris 

First Mate Yvonne Contris 

M/V Maya 

Womensô Interclub Council 

Kim Shann, Representative 

First and foremost is our own Olympia Yacht Club Wom-

en's Interclub luncheon to be held in our clubhouse on April 

17th, 2014, third Thursday. 

¶ Social time 11:00AM 

¶ Lunch to be served 12:00PM 

¶ Program at 1:00PM and closing time 2:00PM 

 
It is highly recommended that our own ladies participate by 

attending our own luncheon. 

 

$14.00 per person for a wonderful lunch of crab, green 

beans, coleslaw, and a delicious lemon dessert. Price also 
includes wine and the program. 

There will be raffle tickets to purchase for drawings of 

many lovely baskets. 

 

Please contact Kim Shann 491-3786 or Phyllis DeTray 491-
1188 to make your reservations now. 

ððððððððððððððððððððððð 

In March we have a WIC luncheon at Bremerton Yacht 

Club.  March 13th, 2014 on Thursday. 

 
Again, it is important for OYC ladies to attend these other 

Grand 14 luncheons. 

 

Here we will be celebrating the "IDES OF MARCH".   

$14.00 per person. 

¶ Social 11:00AM 

¶ Lunch 12:00PM 

¶ Program 1:00PM 

Please contact Kim Shann 491-3786 

Anchorettes 

Dorrie Carr, President 

SAVE THE DATE:  April 17, 2014.  

That is the date for our WIC Lunch-

eon at the Olympia Yacht Club.  
This year we are using a ñcrabò 

theme.  Make sure that date gets on 

your calendar because we would 

like to have a really good attendance 

by our own yacht club spouses.  

And if anyone is interested in at-

tending one of our meetings, please 

contact me and I will let you know 

when the next meeting is being held. 

 

 

Dorrie Carr, President 
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Island Home 
Gary Gronley, Chair 

Spring is just around the corner and the Island Home commit-

tee is currently discussing some projects for our work party.  
 

This year we will not have as many projects to do as we had 

last year.  Most of our projects can be accomplished with our 

committee members, so we will require a lot fewer helpers this 

spring.  We have scheduled Saturday, April 26th to be our first 

work party day for the year.  We do have several projects that 

will be scheduled later when we can expect to have better 

weather. 

 

To be considered for the work party you will need to sign-in 

on the sheet in the Mainstation, or email me at:  gron-

ley_ga@comcast.net     Be sure to include your phone number 

so I can contact you.  

 

See you on the Island, 

47`    14.048 N 

122`  56.128 W 

  

Gary Gronley 

M/V  Our Adventure  

Greetings everyone. I hope your winter is going well so 

far and the weather hasn't gotten you down. Glad the snow 

was on a weekend, as my land yacht does not do very well 

driving in it. Brian and I are very happy to be home in the 

basin again and enjoyed the beautiful sunny, cold, calm 

day to move the boat back. 

 

We have completed the first two months of CSP projects 

and many of you have achieved or are well on your way to 

getting your 24 hours. I see many new members getting 

hours. Great job.  As you know, we have many activities, 

with Spring approaching, both in the social area as well as 

projects around the club and at Island Home. Watch the 

board on the back wall for sign up sheets and the Beach-

comber for flyers. You can also contact any Bridge, BOT, 

or Committee chair members for help participating in 

these upcoming events. What a great way to help the club, 

meet people, and just have fun in the process. 

 

You can always contact me by e-mail or phone if you need 

assistance. Now that we are back, see you on the docks or 

at an event. 

  

PC Les Thompson 

CSP Guru 

M/V EcstaSea 

Club Service Program 

Les Thompson, Chair 

With all the new members coming into the yacht club, I will be 

a little busy trying to fit their boats into the empty slips we have. 

 

New members going into slips must submit a certificate of lia-

bility insurance form to me, call PSE to get power to the slip 

assigned, and any members wanting liveaboard status must sub-

mit a request in writing to me. 

 

If you are a sponsor for any of these new members coming in, 

please let them know the requirements needed to occupy a slip. 

 

I do appreciate your help.  Thank you! 

 

Bridget Shreve 

Moorage Master 

(360) 561-3289 

Moorage Report 

Bridget Shreve, Moorage Master 

Sunshine Committee 

Barbara Narozonick-Neuhauser, Chair 

¶ Flowers and card sent to the Jeff Johnson family at his 

passing 

¶ Flowers and card sent to Richard Elliott family at his 

passing 

¶ Speedy recovery flowers and card sent to Gene Coakley 

¶ Speedy recovery flowers and card sent to Richard Erwin 
Quartermaster 
Phyllis DeTray, Chair 

Come shop the Quartermaster Store before the monthly 

meetings. 

 

¶ Menôs casual long-sleeve shirts including denim 

¶ Womenôs and menôs tee shirts 

¶ Hats in new colors 

¶ Totes in different colors 

¶ Burgees in all sizes 

¶ 9oz. OYC Wine Glasses 

¶ Men/Womenôs  Medium weight jackets  

 

If you ever want a special item with the OYC embroi-

dered logo on it, bring it in and we will take it in for you.  

The cost is $10 per item. Check with us for more infor-

mation.   

 

ééé.Phyllis  and Judy 
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Main Station 

Ron Vukonich, Chair 

By now, all our boats should be tucked neatly into their 
slips.  The dredge operation was a success! 

 
March is here and comes with a reminder that Mainstation 
Spring clean-up is April 26, 2014 at 8:00 am.  You will 

note that Mainstation clean-up and Island Home clean-up 
are on the same date and time.  There are sign-up sheets 
available in the Main Station.  

 
Please take a look at the invitation to re-outfit the memberôs 
workshop!  Sign-up sheets are available now. 

 
Thanks, 

Ron Vukonich 

WOODSHOP OUTFITTING 

 
This is an invitation to all OYC members to join a team, to 
outfit the workshop with equipment and accessories.  The 
shop is in need of a band saw and other misc. equipment, the 

need to repurpose two of the table saws there now.  
 

The membership is asked to donate any extra hardware and/or 
boat related equipment currently not in use.  The larger equip-

ment will be evaluated or sold to purchase additional equip-
ment as needed. The plan is for members to donate larger 
equipment to the OYC Foundation (which is a 501 C (3)). The 
donating member can receive a receipt as a charitable tax de-
duction if they wish. 

  
The Intent of the project is to maintain hardware on hand for 

nuisance repairs. We all have made runs to a marine or hard-
ware store to buy six screws when we only needed two, and 

ended up with screws floating around the boat, or worse, try-
ing to complete a project on a Sunday when stores are closed. 
 
The club has already been offered a drill press, surface planer, 
routers and rolling storage cabinet(s) for this project by one of 

our new members Bill Fuller.  If you can help out as part of 
the team?... CSP hours are authorized for this project, so how 

about GETTING ONBOARD? 
 

TASKS to get started:  
Inventory existing equipment and supplies 
Make a list of equipment and parts needed for workshop 
Reallocate the shop area space to enable an efficient 
workshop layout 

 

CONTACTS: 
Bill Hamaker, Project Lead at 360.481.1879 or  
turbosteam@aol.com  
Ron Vukonich, Mainstation Chair at 206.909.4804 or 

ron.vukonich@yahoo.com 

Gray Water and the  

Clean Marina Best Management Practices 

 
     I really enjoy going to the boat for lunch during the 

winter.  I fire up the heater and read one of the good 

books I keep onboard.  When I get hungry, I often cook 

up some tasty stuff.   After I enjoy my lunch, I find my-

self looking at some dirty dishes.  If I wash those dirty 

dishes on the boat, the dishwater will end up in our ma-

rina waters.  What do the BMPôs have to say about that 

dishwater? 

 

     The BMPs tell us to minimize our discharge of gray 

water.  They recommend wiping off all food and grease 

before you wash dishes and putting the food and grease 

in the garbage.  The BMPôs recommend doing as much 

laundry and showering on shore as you can.  What does 

this look like on our boat?  We have an advantage here.  

We only have a 20 gallon water tank.  We never run out 

of water but do fill it often.   My early boats had 5 gal-

lon tanks.  The first boat Barb and I had had a 10 gallon 

tank.   Limiting water use is a natural for us.  Limiting 

water reduces gray water.  Clean water becomes gray 

water when you add soap.  

 

     Back to my lunch dishes.  I donôt want to take them 

home to wash, so I wipe them out with a paper towel.  

Then I fill a pan or bowl that I used with hot water and 

add one drop of Dawn dish soap.  We use Dawn be-

cause it is just soap with nothing else added.  We wash 

the dishes in the pan or bowl.  This produces a mini-

mum of gray water to go down the sink.  Rinse in hot 

water and dry.  My lunch dishes have been cleaned up 

and very little gray water is discharged.  I take this same 

attitude towards all gray water on the boat.  Minimize 

the amount of water and the amount of soap used. 

 

     It is my hope that minimizing gray water and the 

amount of soap discharged will reduce the need for ad-

ditional holding tanks on our vessels.  I also hope the 

careful use of Puget Sound and the connecting waters 

will preserve this beautiful treasure for our children and 

grandchildren into the future. 

 

   Everybody save Sat. April 19th on your calen-

dar.  The OYC Environmental Committee and the 

Olympia Power Squadron are offering an Environmen-

tal and Safety Day at the OYC Mainstation.  We are 

planning to invite West Marine to display and demon-

strate their latest environmentally friendly products as 

well as their newest safety equipment.   The Olympia 

Harbor Patrol and Department of Ecology are also con-

sidering taking part. 

 

Richard Bergholz 

OYC Environmental Committee Chairman  

mailto:turbosteam@aol.com
mailto:ron.vukonich@yahoo.com
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The History Corner 

Lisa Mighetto, OYC Historian 

As shown in last monthôs column, the OYC has encouraged young 

sailors from its beginning. The current Juniors Program dates from 

the 1980s. Longtime member Jill Floberg recalled that at that time 

the program featured a donated chase boat from her brother-in-law 

and two donated Lasers  (similar to those in the photo).  Mike Ca-

han, Parks Weaver, Bud Tucker, and Gary Burk obtained funds for 

the program by washing yacht club membersô boats, similar to high 

school car washes. Local kids ages 8 to 18 were recruited and club 

membership was not a requirement. The objective of this early pro-

gram was to develop people skills as well as sailing skills.  

 

A few decades later, Bill Wilmovsky, Fleet Captain Sail at the time, 

encouraged the OYC to expand the program, which was serving 

only 18-20 sailors. Entrepreneur Jan Visser approached him with a 

proposal. ñJan Visser was a godsend,ò Bill recalled, noting that the 

current Juniors Programôs start can be traced to her. She moved a 

dozen boats from a private corporation she founded 15 years earlier 

to the OYC. The boats included El Toros (later changed to Optimist 

Dinghies), Lidos, and Lasers. In 1992 LeRoi Smith was sent to US 

Sailing Certification class and became one of the first certified in-

structors involved in club programs on Puget Sound.  Today all 

OYC instructors have Level 1 or Level 2 certifications.  Jan served 

as a board member for US Sailing and continues to serve on com-

mittees.  Dick Rose of the US Sailing Race Committee donated four 

Laser 2s to support her efforts.  In summary, according to Jill 

Floberg, ñJan took the program to the next level.ò  

 

Jan, Bob Connolly, and Rick Antles moved the program from Lidos to 420s, growing a competitive high school program. 

Notre Dameôs sailing program provided the 420s, shipping the boats to East Bay, where the kids sailed them to the OYC. 

Mike Visser, a two-time US Sailing national champion and Jan Visserôs son, came up with the current marketing strategy 

through the Olympia Parks Department, who lists 

the sailing program in its brochures sent to local 

residents.  The Parks Department keeps $5 dol-

lars of the $150 student fee and the balance goes 

to the OYC. Boat washes are no longer held but 

raffles at the Toliva Shoals Race supplement the 

fees. 

 

More than 200 kids are now served each year. 

Success stories include former junior sailor Jeff 

Causey, who became a rigger on the Oracle team 

during the most recent Americaôs Cup Race. In a 

recent interview, Jeff credited his local training, 

noting that his passion for racing ñdefinitely 

started when I was growing up in Olympia.ò (See 

Tom Rohrer, ñOlympia Native, Jeff Causey, Sails 

on Oracle Team USA,ò ThurstonTalk.com - 

http://www.thurstontalk.com/2013/10/04/

olympia-native-jeff-causey-sails-oracle-team-usa/ 

Accessed on February 10, 2014.) 

Junior sailors racing Lasers in the 1980s. 

Jeff Causey, who raced in the Americaôs Cup last summer, got his start in the OYCôs sailing program. 
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Nautical Notes 

                     from out thereéé. 

Bright Angel 

Out Cruisingéé. 

From Bob and Linda 

February 9th: 

 

ñWe made it back okay, and 

but for a nasty cold I suf-

fered through the week after 

we got back, all is well now. 

The weather is nice, alt-

hough not as spectacular as 

it was here last summer (at 

least not yet). We went car 

shopping in the Auckland area last weekend, and ended 

up buying a nice 2004 Mitsubishi Diamant® with low 

miles (73,000). It is really quite luxurious, which we 

hope to enjoy on our road trip to the South Island later 

this month (we plan to be gone for about six weeks).ò 

 

Read about their journey at http://www.sailblogs.com/

member/sailbrightangel/ 

  Bob and Linda Hargreaves 

  www.saibrightangel.com 

South Sound Womenôs Boating Seminar 
 
Join us for our fifth year of helping women have fun on the 
water! The South Sound Womenôs Boating Seminar will 
be held Saturday, May 17, 2014, at the Olympia Yacht 
Clubhouse in Olympia, Washington. 

 

Come prepared with your questions about those all-
important cruising preparations, from provisioning to mak-
ing sure your boat is as ready to go as you are! 

  
Proceeds from a raffle held during the seminar will fund 
scholarships to the ñGirls at the Helmò program aboard the 
historic schooner Adventuress, to help launch the next gen-
eration of women boaters. 

 

Registration is $35 and includes lunch, as well as chances 
to win valuable door prizes. 
 

Check our webpage often for program updates: 
www.ssssclub.com/wbs.htm 

NOAA PDF Charts 
 to remain free and available 

NOAA (the National Oceanic and Atmospheric Associa-

tion) announced Friday (Feb 21) that it plans to continue to 
make available the freely downloadable electronic PDF 
(Portable Document Format) versions of its nautical charts.  

Read more at Three Sheets Northwest. 

Public comment period begins 
on Puget Sound no-discharge zone 

The Washington State Department of Ecology has been 

moving forward with plans to apply to the Environmental 
Protection Agency for the establishment of a federal No 
Discharge Zone in Puget Sound. Now, the Department is 

entering a 60 day public comment periodééé. 
Read more at Three Sheets Northwest. 

New Victoria Customs dock open 
The new Canadian Border Services Agency Customs float 
in Victoriaôs Harbouréé...is now open for business at 

Raymur Point in the Middle Harbour.  The new location 
will save mariners a trip through the crowded Inner Har-
bourééé. 

Read more at Three Sheets Northwest. 

http://www.sailblogs.com/member/sailbrightangel/
http://www.sailblogs.com/member/sailbrightangel/
http://www.sailbrightangel.com/
http://www.ssssclub.com/wbs.htm
http://threesheetsnw.com/blog/2014/02/noaa-pdf-charts-to-remain-free-and-available/
http://threesheetsnw.com/blog/2014/02/public-comment-period-on-puget-sound-no-discharge-zone-begins/
http://threesheetsnw.com/blog/2014/02/new-victoria-customs-dock-open/
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Valentineôs Day Cruise 
Mike Contris 

February Dinner Meeting 
Rick and Patti Taylor 

Dene and PC Bill Hartman led the parade of 16 Past 

Commodores and their First Mates who were honored 

at the last dinner meeting 

 PC J Grady and Peg guffaw at Commodore Jeff 

when he introduced Peg as the Past Commodore as 

all the PCs were being introduced 

PC George and Cindy Smith share a joke that apparently 

puzzled PC Richard Erwin but not his wife, Carole.  They 

were part of the PCs who were honored at the last meeting 

Michelle Agular-Wells spent her second meeting in a row in 

a cast.  She broke a foot fighting off a giant squid that 

attacked her boatéOK it was a ladder but she says she 

wishes it was a squid 
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Lunch Bunch 
WHEN?     March 12, 11:30 am. to 12:30 pm 

WHERE?  OYC Mainstation 

WHO?       Members, friends and family 

      $5/person        No reservations needed 

Our guest chef is Ling Pfeifer.  Members are invited to join 

Ling on Monday, March 10, 2014, at 5:30 pm in the Mainsta-

tion galley to learn and make Chinese dumplings.  No need to 

sign up for this fun experience.  Members who sampled 

Lingôs dumplings at the February Lunch Bunch want more, so 

come learn and help make dumplings to be served at the 

March 12 Lunch Bunch! 

MENU:  

¶ Grilled and deep fried chicken 

¶ Chinese dumplings 

¶ salad and dessert 

Chefs and helpers are always needed.  Lunch Bunch is the 

2nd Wednesday of the month.  Enjoy lunch and conversa-

tion with fellow club members.  Chefs and helpers earn 

CSP hours.  Anyone with questions about Lunch Bunch 

can contact Denise Lackey at 360-280-2739 or mlack-

ey@q.com or sign up on the list located at the Club Ser-

vice Program area at the Mainstation.  Thanks to members 

for your support.  Thanks to Dale and Kate Wetsig for 

providing the velvet cake cupcakes.  Thanks to Dale and 

Kate Wetsig, Donna Gibler, Ling Pfeifer, Bob and Sandy 

Wolf, Bill Melhaff and Peter Janni for being the February 

crew. 

mailto:mlackey@q.com
mailto:mlackey@q.com
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Bob Berglund ï Kurt Kingman 

Yacht Brokers 

bob@nwyachtnet.com 

kurt@nwyachtnet.com 

888-641-5901 

Olympia ï Tacoma ï Gig Harbor -Seattle 


