
The land around Bolton has been occupied and used by Indigenous peoples for millenia, including the Huron-Wendat and 
Haudenosaunee.  It is the Treaty Land and Territory of the Mississaugasof the Credit First Nation, having been acquired from 

them by the British Crown through the AjetancePurchase (Second Mississauga Purchase) in October 1818.



2ndMISSISSAUGA  
PURCHASE   1818

Å Mississaugasof the Credit First 
Nation sold 648,000 acres to 
the British Crown (B) 
Å The Crown = King George III
Å Called the AjetancePurchase or 

2nd Mississauga Purchase

Å The land is within Peel and 
Halton Counties

Å Peel County was divided into  
townships including Albion and 
surveyed in 1819 

Source: Region of Peel Archives

Albion Township

LEGEND
A ς1805  1st Mississauga Purchase
B ς1818  2nd Mississauga Purchase

1805 Purchase
(marked A)



2ndMISSISSAUGA  
PURCHASE   1818

Source: Region of Peel Archives

Totems or clan symbols are the signatures 
used by the Indigenous signees to the treaty

AJETANCE
PURCHASE   1818=



SURVEY OF ALBION 
TOWNSHIP  1819

Å James Chewettwas contracted to survey Albion 
Township.  He was tasked with: 
o blazing trees + clearing a sightline (width of horse) along 

the length of north-south concession lines  
o setting posts to mark 200 acre lots for settlers
o staking out east-west side roads after every 5 lots
o reserving 2 lots in every 7 as income for Crown and Clergy 

Á He hired a work crew of 10 to 12 men + a cook
Á The crew hauled equipment, supplies and food 
Á ¢ƘŜȅ ŘǊŀƎƎŜŘ ŀ сс Ŧƻƻǘ ƛǊƻƴ ΨƳŜŀǎǳǊƛƴƎΩ ŎƘŀƛƴ ǿƛǘƘ млл 

links every step of the way, mostly through forest
Á [ƻǘǎ ǿŜǊŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜŘ ƛƴ ΨŎƘŀƛƴǎΣ ƭƛƴƪǎ ŀƴŘ ǇŜǊŎƘŜǎΩ
Á The survey took four months to complete

Albion Township Survey Map

/ƻƴŎŜǎǎƛƻƴ ƭƛƴŜǎ Ҍ ǎƛŘŜǊƻŀŘǎ Ґ ǘƻŘŀȅΩǎ ǊƻŀŘ ƎǊƛŘ        
Source: Archives of Ontario

Highway 9

Airport Road = Concession line
= 1st Line Albion

BOLTON

7th Line Albion
= Queen Street



SURVEYOR JAMES 
CHEWETT 

Portrait of James Chewett
Source: Dictionary of Canadian Biography

ÅJames Chewettsurveyed townships created 
from the 2nd Mississauga Purchase
o Albion Township
o Caledon Township ςeast half

ÅHe was 24 at the time of the surveys (1819)
ÅHis father was a leading government official
ÅJames was paid in land 
ÅIŜ ōŜŎŀƳŜ tŜŜƭ /ƻǳƴǘȅΩǎ ƭŀǊƎŜǎǘ ƭŀƴŘƻǿƴŜǊ
ÅHe subsequently trained as an architect
ÅLater, he became a government banker



SETTLEMENT BEGINS
LATE 1819

Å Albion opened to settlers on October 27, 1819
Å There were no roads, only Indigenous trails 

and the narrow sightlines left by surveyors
Å Settlers were required to complete settling 

duties within an allotted time:
o build a dwelling 16 feet x 20 feet
o clear half of roadway in front of their lot
o clear and fence five acres

Å On completion, the land patent was issued
Å It was arduous work

Source: Heritage Caledon

Alexander Smith Log House  



1821   BOLTON  BICENTENNIAL   2021

Albion Bolton Historical Society

HOW BOLTON CAME TO BE



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL
1821 - 2021 LǘΩǎ ǘƘŜ нллth anniversary of a 

significant event

The word itself is derived from:
ÅΩōƛΩ  Ґ  н      
Åcentennial = a period of 100 years

A bicentennial commemorates 
something that happened 200 

years ago

What is a Bicentennial?



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL
1821 - 2021

Å On June 5th, 1821, a young immigrant 
from England, named George Bolton, 
purchased land along the Humber River

Å He bought the 200 acres, bounding on 7th

Line Albion (now Queen Street) from Albion 
Township surveyor James Chewett

Å This was the 1st commercial transaction 
in Albion Township

What happened in this 
vicinity 200 years ago?

IǳƳōŜǊ wƛǾŜǊ ƻƴ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜ .ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅSource: Peel Archives Source: ABHS

[ŀƴŘ wŜŎƻǊŘ ǎƘƻǿƛƴƎ DŜƻǊƎŜ .ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǳǊŎƘŀǎŜΦ
These 200 acres were part of 2635 acres that Chewett
was paid for his survey work in Albion Township



BOLTON BICENTENNIAL
1821 - 2021 Å George Bolton was the first person to 

settle in what has become BOLTON
Å The Humber River flowed through his 

land which was in Albion Township
Å The property was known to be valuable 

for its water-power
Å James Chewettselected it as part-

payment for his work surveying Albion 
Å The land contained one of the best water-

powered mill sites in Peel County
Å The availability of water-power was highly 

important in the 19th century 

Why was this important?

c.1897: A stretch of the Humber River that had been 
ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ DŜƻǊƎŜ .ƻƭǘƻƴΩǎ ǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅ  

Source: ABHS


