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• Rotary is made up of three parts: our clubs, Rotary International, and The Rotary Foundation. Together, we work 
to make lasting change in our communities and around the world.

What is Rotary?



• The basic unit of membership is the Active Member.  All Officers of Rotary including the District Governor and 
the International President have to be a member of a local Club.

• We also have Honourary Members.

• We also have:

• Corporate Membership - up to 4 members, only one member will be a voting member.

• Family Membership - up to 3 members, only one member will be a voting member.

• Club Presidents, District Governors and International Presidents all serve for just one year.

• PolioPlus is a major multi-decade effort by Rotary in cooperation with the World Health Organization and the Bill 
and Melinda Gates Foundation to eradicate polio worldwide.  Many billions of dollars and volunteer hours have 
achieved a remarkable change.  There are only 2 countries in the world that still have active polio cases: 
Afghanistan and Pakistan.  Africa was recently declared Polio Free.

• Rotary became International in 1911 with the formation of the RC of Winnipeg.

General Information



• Headquarters in Evanston, Illinois outside Chicago.

• The current 2023-24 International President is R. Gordon R. McInally

• There have been numerous Canadian Presidents of RI.  Recent Canadian presidents include 
Wilf Wilkinson in 2007-08 and Jennifer Jones of the RC of Windsor-Roseland, who was the first 
woman President, in 2022-2023

• The RI Board of Directors consists of President, President -Elect, General Secretary and 17 
Zone Directors.

Rotary International (RI)



• The Secretariat is the administrative arm of Rotary, serving the needs of individual Rotarians, 
Districts, the Rotary Foundation and the RI Board of Directors.

• Headed by the General Secretary who is the CAO overseeing the multiple branch offices of RI 
around the globe as RI Committees, the Council on Legislation and the International 
Conventions.

Administration



• This is Rotary’s Parliament where each District selects 1 delegate to vote.  The RI Board as 
well as the smallest club in the world can submit proposals to change how Rotary works.  All 
actions taken by the Council must be presented to every Rotary Club for ratification.

Council on Legislation



• RI President 1916-1917 Arch Klumph proposed the setting up of a 
charitable fund.  The RC of Kansas City made the first donation: 
$26.50.

• Now it manages over $1 billion USD.

• Canada has it’s own Rotary Foundation office for contributions .

• Funds donated are invested for 3 years with interest earned being 
used to offset the administrative costs of the Foundation.  

• Donors of $1,000 USD are recognized as Paul Harris Fellows.  
There are higher levels of recognition available as well and many of 
our members donate annually and have donated multiple PHF 
amounts over the years.  Two of our members are Major Donors.

The Rotary Foundation

Club Note:  we hold a raffle 
each year in support of the 

Foundation.  An entry is $100, 
and if you win, you can 

nominate a Paul Harris Fellow!



Rotary concentrates on 7 Areas of Focus:
1. Promoting Peace

2. Improving health through disease prevention and treatment.

3. Improving the health of mothers and children.

4. Water and Sanitation.

5. Education.

6. Economic development.

7.Supporting the environment. 

The 7 Areas of Focus
Club Projects & the areas of focus

• We are NOT bound to the areas of focus for our own club 
initiatives.  However, many of our projects fit under these areas.

• Any project that will be supported through the Rotary Foundation 
through District or Global Grants must serve at least one of the 
areas of focus



The Four-Way Test is a nonpartisan and nonsectarian ethical guide for Rotarians to use for their personal and professional relationships. The 

test has been translated into more than 100 languages, and Rotarians recite it at club meetings:

The Four-Way Test



• The basic unit of Rotary is the local 
Club.  The Clubs combined form the 
Clusters and Districts.  Districts 
combined form Zones.

• Zone 28

• District 7080

• Cluster Woodstock & Oxford

• Club 4715

Rotary Structure



• District Governor leads the District and is chosen by the District as are the DG Elect and the 
DG Nominee.  This mirrors RI’s election structure.  John Gilvesy is the most recent DG from 
Tillsonburg (serving 2018-19) while Don Watkins served as DG in 1991-1992.  The executive is 
rounded out by the District Secretary and the Treasurer.  There are 11 Assistant District 
Governors for each area of the District to help the DG administer the District and to serve as a 
liaison between the District and the individual clubs.  The District consists of over 50 Clubs and 
1500 members.

• We belong to District 7080 extending from Tillsonburg to Tavistock and Burlington to 
Orangeville.  The next adjoining District encompasses Toronto to the east and London-Windsor 
- Michigan to the west.

The Rotary District - 7080



• Our District 7080 is subdivided 
into 10 Clusters.  Our cluster is 
Woodstock & Oxford

• The Woodstock & Oxford 
Cluster includes the clubs 
listed on the right

• The Presidents of the cluster 
meet periodically through the 
year to exchange ideas and 
collaborate on initiatives

Cluster - Woodstock & Oxford



Rotary International Convention

• Held annually in a different city each year globally, typically in June. 
Recently, it was in Toronto for the third time.

• Any Rotarian is welcome to attend and it is a gathering of like-
minded Rotarians from around the globe.  For many, attending their 
first International Convention is life-changing.

• Rotary business is conducted at the meeting as well as hearing 
speakers of global stature.  There are working groups represented, 
a myriad of Rotary Fellowship groups at the House of Friendship 
and opportunities to make new friends and renew old friendships 
with Rotarians around the world.

Convention & Conferences
District Conference

• Held annually usually in 
Kitchener/Waterloo area

• Any Rotarian is welcome to 
attend and it is a gathering of 
like-minded Rotarians from 
around the district.

• More information available here:  
Discon Meeting Home | Rotary 
District 7080

Cluster Celebration

• Held annually in the fall.  Typically, an evening dinner meeting.
• Opportunity to meet other Rotarians in the area.
• Each club presents their projects, fundraisers and other interesting 

club information.

https://rotary7080.org/page/discon-meeting-home
https://rotary7080.org/page/discon-meeting-home
https://rotary7080.org/page/discon-meeting-home


• International Youth Exchange.

• Rotary Youth Leadership Awards.

• Adventure in Citizenship, Adventure in Understanding.

• Interact, Rotaract.

• Leadership Training for incoming Club Presidents and Officers.

• Rotary Foundation training and Grants.

• Funds from the Rotary Foundation come back to the District based on our contributions.  These 
funds are available for use with local projects as well as for large international projects.  Funding from 
the Club for a project can be matched by the District funds and in the case of large projects, by the 
Rotary Foundation itself as well as by the Canadian Government.

District Programs



• Interact clubs bring together young people ages 12-18 
to develop leadership skills while discovering the power 
of Service Above Self. Find out how serious leadership 
can be seriously fun.

Rotaract & Interact

• Rotaract clubs bring together people ages 18 and older to 
exchange ideas with leaders in the community, develop 
leadership and professional skills, and have fun through 
service.

• Rotaract members are recognized as full Rotary membersGlendale Interact Club

• Our club facilitated a club with the Glendale High School
• The club was initiated in 2017 and transitioned from the Key club 

when the Tillsonburg Kiwanis club dissolved
• The club dissolved in March 2020 due to the pandemic and has not 

yet been reinitiated.



Rotary Fellowships

• Rotary Fellowships are international groups that share a common passion. Being part of a fellowship is a fun way to 
make friends around the world, explore a hobby or profession, and enhance your Rotary experience.  Examples of 
Fellowships here.

Rotary Action Groups (RAG)

• Rotary Action Groups are independent, Rotary-affiliated groups made up of people from around the world who are 
experts in a particular field, such as economic development, peace, addiction prevention, the environment, or water.

Rotary Friendship Exchange

• Friendship Exchange is an international exchange program for Rotary members and friends that allows participants to 
take turns hosting one another in their homes and clubs.  Participants may travel as individuals, couples, families, or 
groups, and may be Rotary members or not.

Other Interesting Programs

https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/more-fellowships


Our Club



• Our club was Chartered in 1950

• Our club consists of ~25 members

• There are two types of roles members of the club can hold:
• Board Member
• Committee Member

• Meeting Schedule:
• 1st Monday of Month - Committee Meeting at Salvation Army
• 3rd Monday of Month - Dinner Meeting at Salvation Army
• Last Monday of Month - BOD Meeting - Virtual

General Information



• Can be found on ClubRunner in the Member Area

• You can download the ClubRunner app to view Member Contact Information

• A .pdf of the club directory is available on ClubRunner under Member Resources on 
the main page.  Link

Member Contact Information

https://portal.clubrunner.ca/167/documents/en-ca/2ff33aba-b438-43ab-80db-02581fa751c9/1


• Our Board consists of the positions on the 
right.

• Purpose of the Board
• Monitor and co-ordinate the efficient operation of all club 

committees and programs
• Manage the overall finances of the club
• Implement and monitor the periodical Club Strategic Plan
• Be legally responsible for all decisions made by the club and club 

committees
• Be responsible for preserving the image of Rotary in the community

Club Board

Position 2026-27 2027-28

President Gloria Aykroyd Rebecca Fink

President-Elect Rebecca Fink

Past President Rick Cox Gloria Aykroyd

Secretary Brian Clark

Treasurer John Lohuis

Director Mike Cerna

Director Jason Weiler

Director Monica Clare



• Committees help us organize 
the club and execute our 
projects, fundraisers etc.

Committees

RC of Tillsonburg Committees

Rotary Foundation

Membership

Communications 

Youth Programs

Chair Projects

Chair Fundraising



The Foundation committee oversees:

• Ensuring club certification for District and Global Grants - the club must have two 
members trained in this administration each year.

• Assist in any fundraising initiatives for the Rotary Foundation

• Oversee our Annual Paul Harris Night, which primarily involves:

• Gathering contributions to those wishing to enter the draw for a Paul Harris 
Fellowship.  The cost is $100 per entry.  If your name is drawn, you get the 
opportunity to designate a Paul Harris Fellow.  More information here.

• Paul Harris Dinner - a social evening in October or November.  The selected Paul 
Harris Fellowship is recognized at this event.

Foundation Committee

https://www.rotary.org/en/history-paul-harris-fellow-recognition


The Membership committee focuses on new members as well as retention of existing 
members. This committee meets periodically to help identify, promote and implement 
membership strategies that will result in membership development and growth within 
the club’s footprint.

Membership Committee



The Communications committee oversees:

• This committee creates and implements plans to give the public general information 
about Rotary, as well as proper publicity for the club, ensuring consistent banding 
message based on RI guidelines and club culture.

• News articles and advertising
• Social Media Post: Facebook, Instagram and (to lesser extent) Twitter
• Printed Media: Flyers, handouts, cards etc

• Oversees our website and its content

Communications Committee



The Youth committee facilitates the following initiatives:

• Rotary Youth Leadership Awards (RYLA) - Training for two young people to develop leadership skills.

• Rotary Youth Exchange - An international exchange for high school students to spend 1 year overseas in another country.  
We also have a short term 1 month exchange program.

• Interact – Until 2020, we sponsored a club at Glendale High School to enable students to learn leadership and service to 
others.

• Rotary Medals Awards - Two students at Glendale receive a monetary prize for their leadership and service to the 
community.

• Adventure in Citizenship - A one week adventure sponsored by Rotary for a student to go to Ottawa to participate in a 
citizenship program there.

• Adventure in Understanding - A student joins a Rotary canoe trip for 1 week in the Kawarthas along with an equal number 
of indigenous students as a way of building understanding between these two groups.  About 20 people take part in total.

• High School Bursaries

Youth Programs Committee



The Projects committee oversees our service projects.

A few details on current projects on the next few slides

Projects Committee



Projects - On Hold - Memorial Park

In Place
Proposed
TBD - Town?  Included in Quote?

Quote from Empire Paving (18-Jun-2021) for 570’ (x8’ 
wide)

SUBTOTAL $21,020
HST (ON) @ 13% $2,732
TOTAL $23,752



Projects - Past - Cycles of Life

Support Areas:
● Warehouse - sorting, packing for table, cleanup etc
● Weekly table - support for setup, food handout etc
● Additional pickups (Metro, Sobeys)



Projects - Past - Community Garden

2024 Activities
• New sign to be mounted
• Assist with gate installation



Projects - Current - Community Pantry

2026 Activities
• All approvals in place
• Working with contractor on build 

plan



Projects - Complete - PH Independent Truck

Truck purchased in 2023 for PH Independent using:
● 50% Club Fundraising
● 50% District Grant



Projects - Complete - Honduras Microfinance

Microfinance provides funding to individuals and businesses that would not 
typically receive support from financial institutions, with the goal of helping 
them develop sustainable businesses and creating holistic change in their lives.  
The smallest loans can be for as little as $50 USD.  We have partnered with 
Opportunity International Canada and funding distribution is facilitated with an 
organization in Honduras called Instituto Para El Desarollo Hondureno (IDH) 
with oversight from local Rotary clubs in Honduras.



This committee oversees fundraising activities for the club.  
Key activities include:

• Spring and Fall Book Fair

• Duck Race

Fundraising Committee



• Get involved!
• Join a committee
• Consider taking a Director role on board to get insights on club leadership
• If you are passionate about an initiative, propose it and be prepared to champion it

• Give a Classification Presentation - Present your personal and professional background, 
share why you joined Rotary etc.

• PODS - Person on Duty Schedule - Two members are designated each month to assist 
with organizing the agenda for meetings.  For in person meetings, they are responsible for 
set up, teardown etc at meeting venue.

• The Rotarian Magazine - published monthly

• An excellent overview resource on RI site for new members: Rotary Basics

New Member Basics

https://my-cms.rotary.org/en/document/rotary-basics


• Our Club Website: rotarytillsonburg.ca

• Social Media - Please follow our page and like/comment/share our posts

• facebook.com/rotarytillsonburg

• instagram.com/rctillsonburg

• bsky.app/profile/rotarytillsonburg.bsky.social

• threads.com/@rctillsonburg

Club Online Resources

http://rotarytillsonburg.ca
http://facebook.com/rotarytillsonburg
http://facebook.com/rotarytillsonburg
http://facebook.com/rotarytillsonburg
http://instagram.com/rctillsonburg
http://instagram.com/rctillsonburg
http://instagram.com/rctillsonburg
https://bsky.app/profile/rotarytillsonburg.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/rotarytillsonburg.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/rotarytillsonburg.bsky.social
https://bsky.app/profile/rotarytillsonburg.bsky.social
https://www.threads.com/@rctillsonburg
https://www.threads.com/@rctillsonburg


Training & Resources



• Club Leadership Training (CLT)
• These are one day events, usually more of an à la carte style on specific topics.

• Last years training was mostly a variety of online sessions:  Club Leadership Learning | Rotary District 
7080

• Rotary Leadership Institute (RLI)
• There are three parts, usually one day sessions, have to be taken in order
• These are fast-paced, interactive courses offered to refine a Rotarian's leadership skills and increase his or 

her base of knowledge in Rotary. Courses are fun, topical, interactive, and geared toward busy business, 
professional and community leaders who want to be knowledgeable about Rotary and more effective 
leaders in both their vocation and club.  Agenda Details for Part 1

• Presidents-Elect Learning Seminar (PELS, previously PETS)
• Training sessions held in Feb-Mar for club President-Elect
• Two one day sessions

District Training

https://rotary7080.org/event/club-leadership-learning/
https://rotary7080.org/event/club-leadership-learning/
https://www.crsadmin.com/Gen/Accounts/50042/EventPlanner/9954f073-9f60-4184-aacd-32de1d12d5f1/18713/RLI1description.pages.pdf


CLT vs RLI



Information available through my.rotary.org
• New Member
• Rotary Basics
• Learning Center: https://learn.rotary.org/

Training & Resources

https://my.rotary.org/en/
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/learn-role/new-member
https://my.rotary.org/en/learning-reference/learn-role/new-member
https://my-cms.rotary.org/en/document/rotary-basics
https://my-cms.rotary.org/en/document/rotary-basics
https://learn.rotary.org/


Available through my.rotary.org

Learning Center

https://my.rotary.org/en/


Acronyms



Rotary Acronyms
AG Assistant Governor

CLT Club Leadership Training

COG Council of Governors

COL Council on Legislation

DDF District Designated Fund

DG District Governor

DGE District Governor Elect

DGN District Governor Nominee

DLP District Leadership Plan

DLT District Leadership Team

DOTS District Officers Training Seminar

DSA Distinguished Service Award

EREY Every Rotarian Every Year

FRP Foundation Recognition Points

GETS District Governor Training Seminar

GFE Group Friendship Exchange

GSE Group Study Exchange

IPDG Immediate Past District Governor

IPP Immediate Past President

MG Matching Grant

PDG Past District Governor

PE President Elect

PEPS Presidents Elect Preparatory 

Seminers (Pre-PETS)

PELS Presidents Elect Learning Seminar

PHF Paul Harris Fellow

PHS Paul Harris Society

PHSM Paul Harries Sustaining Member

PN President Nominee

PP Past President

PRI President Rotary International

PRIE President Rotary International Elect

PRIP Past Rotary International President

RAG Rotary Action Group

RC Rotary Club

RFE Rotary Friendship Exchange

RFSM Rotary Foundation Sustaining Member

RI Rotary International

RID Rotary International Director

RIP Rotary International President

RIPE Rotary International President Elect

RIPPR Rotary International President's Personal 

Representative

RISPPO Rotary International South Pacific & 

Philippines Office

ROTEX Rotary Exchange returned students

ROTI Rotarians on the Internet

Rtn Rotarian

RVIA Rotary Volunteers in Action

RWADE Rotary WA Driver Education

RWPF Rotary World Peace Fellow

RYE Rotary Youth exchange

RYLA Rotary Youth Leadership Award

RYPEN Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment

TRF The Rotary Foundation

TWF The World Fund

VTT Vocational Training Team

WCS World Community Service

WFA World Fellowship Activities

YEP Youth Exchange Program
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