1

[image: A yellow and blue logo

AI-generated content may be incorrect.]


WEEKLY MEETING Minutes
Wednesday, March 5, 2025
Collins Acheampong, Frank Adamson, Bob Eamer, Hugh Graham, Paul Hewitt, Annie Holtby, Crystal Lambkin, Carolyn Mullin, Dave Schulz, David Sherlock, Paul Snack, Mike Taylor, Lance Wiebe, Guest Speaker- Our Own David Sherlock – Welland Canal History

1. Welcome 
2. Land Acknowledgement – Paul S
We begin this gathering by acknowledging the land on which we gather is the traditional territory of the Haudenosaunee and Anishinaabe peoples, many of whom continue to live and work here today.  This territory is covered by the Upper Canada Treaties and is within the land protected by the Dish with One Spoon Wampum agreement.  Today this gathering place is home to many First Nations, Metis and Inuit people and acknowledging reminds us that our great standard of living is directly related to the resources and friendship of Indigenous people

3. National Anthem - All

4. 4-WAY TEST – Dave S
Of the things we think, say, or do
Is it the truth?
Is it fair to all concerned?
Will it build good will and better friendships?
Will it be beneficial to all concerned?

      5.    Invocation - 
             
6. Collins – Welcome everyone. Some business before our presentation.
The District Conference is one month from today. Friday Evening there is a social gathering and Networking/Remarks. Saturday is an all-day event with sections in which you can participate. Dave S has sent several emails. $25 of the fee goes to Best of Frends Endowment. Saturday for the full day is $115. Friday is $25. The Social is $45 after the Business of the evening is over. I met a lot of people last year. I learned a lot with the impact of stories. Looking forward to it. Afternoon session 12:30-3 pm is no cost.  Legion Hall in Chippawa Friday and Mountain Road for Saturday. District Conference is April 5. PLEASE register at the District site. Rotary7090.org

Next week is Spring Break so no meeting.
Breakfast Meeting at EL Crossley for a breakfast meeting is the following week, March 19.
General Business meeting on March 26.

Lance. A Parade Marshall is needed for Canada Day, Contact Lance if you are available and interested.
Hugh. Fonthill Kinsmen Home Show. Hugh. It’s April 12th and 13th – two days. There’s a signup sheet for helping out. Bandshell is going to join us. On Thursday morning, Bandshell program will be revealed. We should be on the same night we can cover the bar. Summerfest does the actual Summerfest bar coverage. John Clare, founder of Clare’s Cycles, passed away. Son Randy was an early member of our club. Visitation is tomorrow. 
There’s a great photo of Gail from the early days of the club!
Mike. There was an email on Monday with a 10-15 second clip from Niagara Nutrition Partners in which they’re selling bags of apples. Temperanceville -Mike is trying to get a date for EL Crossley’s Ryan to take a look at our Temperanceville needs. Autoclave for Maria’s home club. We’ve raised the $8400! 80 Jars of Peanut Butter ($640 value) was donated to Pelham Cares from St Catharines South, (Cathy Henry).
Paul S. I’ve renewed the Business Cards with a QR Code to hand out to interested people. We also have a fundraising opportunity for Food4Kids. They have the necessary equipment, and White Meadows is interested in hosting it! There would be a monetary prize.

7. Introduction of Dave Sherlock. Take it away!  Dave needs no introduction. His presentation is of historic and current interest!
 
8. Dave’s Presentation – A Brief Pictorial History of the 4th Welland Ship Canal. 
My Grandfather was a Lockmaster at Lock 1.  My Father started as a Lock linesman and worked his way up to Traffic Control Superintendent.  He took many of the pictures used in this presentation.  My brother was an Engineer for CP Rail and was also an accomplished photographer.
You will see the progress of the construction of the Canal.  I used a photographic record prepared by one of the engineering contractors.
I also used information from an Engineering Journal called "The Welland Ship Canal 1913-1933" which my father received compliments of CD Howe, Minister of Railways and Canals. There's a copy in the Special Collection Unit of the St. Catharines’ Library.  The photos started in 1913, with the construction of a long dam which in turn created the Lock 6 water reservoir. There was a Stone Crushing Plant built near Lock 4.  Excavated stone was crushed there and moved by the Canal Construction Railway to backfill lock walls and build the 2 piers in Pt Weller.  Bridges 7, 8 & 9 were removed when the Thorold tunnel was constructed in 1965.  Lock gates have no locking mechanism – the Z-bars clamp together using water pressure only.
 
The first passenger ship traveled through the new canal in 1931. The official canal opening was in August 1932, with guests from throughout the British Commonwealth.
The Port Weller dry dock facility was initially intended for the repair and storage of Lock gates.  It was converted and expanded to the ship repair and construction facility starting in 1948.  A lift bridge No. 2 was planned for Linwell Ave., but canceled after the abutments were built, as a cost saving measure. 

Aerial and ground level photos of construction from the Port Weller piers south to Port Colborne were presented, with a focus on Locks 3-7.
Construction work was shut down during WW 1 and restarted in Feb. 1919.  Locks 6, 7 and 8  have double gates for safety. The planning engineers had the forethought to build a generating station at the bottom of Lock 4. It produces enough electricity to operate the entire canal, independent of the grid. 
The Guard Gate was built to protect Thorold and St Catharines from potential flooding in the event of an accident, also to allow for the emptying of the canal north of Thorold.  A description was given of how a Lock operates, including the Control Pond, Valves, Discharge tunnels and culverts.
Dave presented some photos taken while he worked on various lake boats owned by Upper Lakes Shipping, in the late 1970s.  Included were pictures of the Royal Britannica carrying the Queen and Prince Philip in the St. Lawrence River.
Question re pilots. Below Montreal, pilots are required on all ships. Otherwise, most US and Canadian captains are licensed to navigate through the Great Lakes, Welland Canal and St. Lawrence Seaway.
A lot more work went into the building of the Welland Canal than the Suez Canal!
                
9.  Rotary Moment and Happy Loonies   – Too Late for Today
Group Photo Taking the Crunch of an Apple for Niagara Nutrition Partners. Everyone!!
              
              Meetings to come
            	            
              March 19, Breakfast Meeting at EL Crossley. Please sign up. Pay at venue
              March 26, Club Meeting
              April 2, Weekly Meeting, Guest Speaker, Christina Lajeunesse, Big Brothers, Big Sisters
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