




 
 
 
Now in its sixth year, the Short Works Prize (SWP) is 
the most welcoming, most diverse, and most 
encompassing literary award in Hamilton. 
 
SWP is presented in partnership by Hamilton Arts & 
Letters (HAL) magazine and the Hamilton Public 
Library. 
 
Short Works Prizes are sponsored by the President's Office at 
McMaster University, Mohawk College, and Redeemer University 
College. 
 
The Published Poetry Prize is sponsored by Judy Marsales Real Estate 
Ltd. 
 
Youth Prizes are sponsored by the Rotary Club of Hamilton A.M. 
 
Older Adult Prizes are sponsored by Dr. James Gillett, Associate 
Professor in 'Health, Aging, and Society' at McMaster University. 
 



SWP benefits from in-kind promotion given by our community 
partner, The Hamilton Spectator ($9,000+). 
 
SWP encourages and recognizes writing and writers ages 16 and up. 
 
 
SWP: 
• celebrates creativity and encourages writing and literacy skills 
• gives young people an opportunity to practice working within time 
limits and deadlines 
• provides an audience to young writers in the form of the people who 
will read and judge the poem or story 
• acknowledges the writer's intended audience: peers, parents, 
extended family, elected officials, and older adults. 
• improves confidence: the more a young person writes the better 
their writing will become 
• provides a chance to read in front of a live audience 
• provides youth the opportunity to meet professional writers 
 
 
 
With additional funding, SWP could encourage and reward more 
young people for their writing. If young writers who receive an 
Honourable Mention could also receive a cash honourarium it would 
significantly boost their sense of self worth and confidence. 
 
Similarly, with additional funding, SWP could provide cash 
honourariums to the Honourable Mentions in the never-before-
published categories many of whom are newcomers and adults 
reaching out to connect with their community. 
 
Paul Lisson and Fiona Kinsella, Editors 
Hamilton Arts & Letters  
HALmagazine.com 
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Sponsors and Partners: 
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