
President Harold opened the meeting by wel-

coming everyone including our distinguished 

guests, District Governor Neil Berg and Assis-

tant DG Paul Bates. 

 

We opened our meeting with Oh Canada followed by grace led by Joan Bedard.  Harold passed on our 

club’s condolences to Darryl and Joanne Luhr and family, following the death of Darryl’s mother Doreen 

who passed away on Friday October 7th at the age of 84. 

Ted Wood introduced our guests and visiting Rotarians: District Governor Neil Berg, Assistant Governor 

Paul Bates and Tony Knight of Calgary West   – Guests were Laura Carlyle, guest of Peter Harding, -

  Christi Lange– new member,  Her husband  Steve Lange  -  Donna Black, wife  of Al Black    - Stan 

Christmas – potential member 

 

Our plate shiner for the week was yours truly…me; I made a special point of shining up the plates to a 

mirror like finish in honour of DG Berg’s visit. 

Joan Bedard provided the sunshine report for the week and wove in a web of funny Halloween jokes 

that sent a chill through the room. 

 

Speaker:  Assistant Governor Paul Bates introduced District Governor Neil Berg  

 

Following is DG Berg’s inspiring talk with our club: 

President Harold, my fellow Rotarians and future Rotarians: 

First off thank you very much for allowing me some time on your agenda today.  I truly appreciate the 

opportunity to bring you a little bit of my take on the Rotary world. 

We also had a great meeting yesterday evening with your Board of Directors.  The Rotary Club of Calgary 

Heritage Park has a long history of strong leaders and is fortunate to have the leadership that it has.  

You have some great programs underway and everyone in the Rotary world says thank 

you. 

Also, thank you for sharing: we are asked in Rotary to share our time, talent and treasure.  

This Club has provided talent at the District level & continues to with Past District Gover-

nors Martin Harvey & Raju Paul, Assistant Governor Bill Hope and several others at the 

District level over the past few years.  And of course you hosted one of the best District 

Conferences we’ve seen for some time last May, led by Graham Drake.  Thank you.  
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I think every Rotarian needs to be able to tell the story of their own particular Rotary moment – that moment when you became Rotarized, 

when the Rotary wheel was tattooed on your … heart.  This is the story you’ll tell when you’re asked by a non-Rotarian ‘what is this Rotary 

thing all about anyway?’ 

The first one for me was going to the District Conference in Jasper with Monty & Liz Audenart in about 1991.  That District Conference really 

opened my eyes to all of what Rotary involved.  I was like many Rotarians who only knew or cared about what was happening in my own Club, 

in our own little bubble.   

When RI President John Germ gave his theme address in January at the International Assembly, he invoked three images or future stories: 

1. The women in Bangladesh who will no longer need to carry jugs on their heads for two miles to collect water from a polluted stream 

because Rotarians dug wells to provide fresh water; 

2. The young girls in Africa who can go to school after the age of 12 or 13 because Rotarians built clean and separate toilet facilities; 

and 

The little children of Pakistan and Afghanistan who will not contract polio because Rotarians funded and vaccinated them against this dis-

ease. 

 

The theme for 2016-17 was introduced as ‘Rotary Serving Humanity’.  I think this very succinctly and efficiently sums up all we are about, 

between the Service Above Self ethos of Rotary and the call to do good in the world from the Rotary Foundation. 

There is much that we do and there is even more we could do.  But what should be our priorities for this year?  For President Harold’s year? 

RI President John Germ, a Rotarian from the Rotary Club of Chattanooga, laid out Rotary’s priorities for the year and I think they can be appli-

cable to every Rotary Club as well: 

1. Membership, the number one priority of Rotary – we need more willing hands, more bright minds and more giving hearts to do the 

work of serving humanity; 

2. We need to be able to give clubs the flexibility to attract the two demographics we need to bring in to Rotary in the future: young & 

mid-career men & women and the newly retired; 

Contribution to and celebration of The Rotary Foundation in its centennial year. 

 

Can I tell you my membership story?  When I moved to Red Deer in 1985, my family needed a new dentist and Dr Monty Audenart was the 

one we chose.  So one day, I’m sitting in the dentist chair and Monty is going on about this Rotary thing and all they were doing.  My mouth is 

yarded open by that metal and rubber thingy they put in your mouth so I am a rather captive audience.  And just as Monty approaches me 

with that the syringe with the freezing stuff he leans in and asks me “you’d probably like to come to a Rotary meeting with me, wouldn’t you 

Neil?”  That was 28 years ago.  The reason I joined Rotary was pretty simple: someone I respected invited me.  With deference to the Four 

Way Test, that may or may not have happened exactly as described. 

Your opportunity to serve humanity and make a difference in the world started when an individual who knew you said:  You look like a person 

of high ethical standards.  You look like a person who meets our classification principle.  I think you’re an individual who lives by the Four 

Way Test.  You seem like an individual who would make a great Rotarian.  That was your opportunity 

and we thank you.  But have you paid that opportunity forward?  You know that only 25% of Rotarians 

have ever invited another person to join Rotary.  Why are we so selfish?  I truly believe that if everyone 

in the province of Alberta knew what we do right here and around the world that we’d have to sell tick-

ets at the door.   

So think about that individual who gave you this fabulous life altering, world changing opportunity, the 

Rotarian who invited you to Rotary.  

Individuals will be attracted to vibrant groups of committed and engaged people.  So let me ask this: is 

the Rotary Club of Calgary Heritage Park a vibrant club of engaged Rotarians? 

What do I mean by a Vibrant Club?  One that the members look forward to going to when you meet.  A 

group that non-Rotarians can see (meaning you have a public image presence) that is fun and serving 

its community and so is one they want to be involved with. 

We do a pretty good job of attracting new members.  I recall seeing a number not long ago that typical-
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ly we welcome 100,000 new members in North America each year.  The problem is that we have 100,000 or more leaving Rotary each year.  

To me, retention and engagement are two sides of the membership coin. 

What do I mean by an engaged Rotarian?  A member who: 

attends a majority of meetings, a majority of social functions 

has been assigned to and really provides input into, a club project or committee position 

contributes to The Rotary Foundation 

is ready, willing and able to tell the Rotary story when asked 

If we think we don’t have enough female members, or enough ethnic Rotarians or enough younger business and community leaders as Ro-

tarians, whose responsibility is it to change that?  

One place to start is to ask whether the makeup of the RC of Calgary Heritage Park reflects the makeup of the Calgary and area community. 

Every three years, clubs are invited to propose changes and updates to the RI constitution and bylaws.  A representative from every District in 

the world is sent to a gathering called the Council on Legislation in Evanston to debate and vote on these proposals.  

This latest Council in Apr-16 enacted some of the most sweeping changes in the history of Rotary.  The number one item that affects this 

Club is increased flexibility in how often a Club meets, how it comes together and who it can invite to be members.  

We’ve got to become more flexible to allow for more community-minded, humanitarian serving people to join our effort.  So this flexibility now 

allows for a club for example, to meet one week in person and every other week online.  Or meeting once or twice a month in person and the 

other weeks meeting as service committees or doing project work. 

There are no longer any standard attendance requirements; that is up to each Club now to set its own standards. 

I hear the claim often that the cost of Rotary precludes many people from joining, not just younger folks.  So what is the biggest expense to 

being a Rotarian?  Not the Club dues, not the District or RI dues but the weekly meal cost.  Maybe we can do something about that. 

The other big item from these Council changes is the ability now of the Club to expand the types of membership that it will have: examples 

are corporate memberships, family, associate or even a special category for Rotaractors.  Rotaractors can now become full Rotary members 

without giving up their Rotaract membership. 

One of the things we hear all the time is that Rotarians & Clubs want more collaboration. Examples of this is the International Chairs of each 

club in Calgary area who get together quarterly to review projects and share what they’re doing and what worked and what didn’t.  We are 

this year suggesting clubs do the same within the areas of Membership and of Community Service in specific geographic areas such as cen-

tral Alberta or Calgary.  That great idea came from your Past President and current District Membership Chair Tony Knight. 

At the International Convention in Atlanta in June of 1917, the sixth President of RI Arch Klumpf stood on the stage and declared that what 

Rotary needed was a charitable endowment to do good in the world.  The first donation was $26.50 and The Rotary Foundation was born.  

In the last one hundred years, your Foundation has supported either directly or via District and Global Grants: $3 Billion of good in the world, 

in the areas of promoting peace, fighting disease, providing clean water, saving mothers and children, supporting education and growing 

local economies. 

I believe that if every Rotarian was fully aware and understood the depth and breadth of all the Rotary Foundation does in the world, in the 

International community and right here at home in Calgary, there would never be a need to ask for 

contributions or to give any more incentive than the simple knowledge and understanding of what you 

were doing to serve humanity.  

We will never again get the opportunity to celebrate and participate in the 100th anniversary of the 

Rotary Foundation so I’m asking you, what can you as individual Rotarians or as a Rotary Club do par-

ticipate in the celebration?  And in recognition of this 100th anniversary the District has set some big 

hairy audacious goals:  

That Rotarians in the District will collectively contribute $100,000 to The Rotary Foundation in 

the 2016-17 year; 

That every club in the District will become a club of 100% Paul Harris Fellows; this is not so far-

fetched as many Rotarians are already PHFs or pretty close and could get there with a mod-

erate boost from their own tax-deductible contribution plus possibly matching points from 

the Club or even the transfer of points from other Club Members.  
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The actions that will drive that:  

We will continue with the process of awarding 100 PH points to every new member and every member who signs up for Rotary Direct, 

the automatic monthly or quarterly online contributions 

I am asking every Rotarian in our District to follow my lead and consider a donation of $100 to match the 100th anniversary or at least 

to get started with $26.50. 

Want to recognize that the Rotary Clubs of Calgary Foundation is a well-managed, well-stewarded foundation that does great work in this 

community. 

Our District Foundation group and its processes are held up as examples for other Districts in the Rotary world.  Between the Rotary Founda-

tion holding the highest credit and stewardship rating from Charity Navigator and the due diligence and governance that goes into the Foun-

dation’s grant administration, I have strong confidence in the stewardship that is being applied to the money (the treasure) that I’ve contrib-

uted to the Foundation.  

Polio eradication was the big hairy audacious goal that a Rotarian dared to dream back in the mid-1980’s and we are now this close.  There 

have only been 19 new cases of wild polio infection to date in 2016, all of those in Pakistan and Afghanistan. There are now also a couple of 

unconfirmed cases in Nigeria which was thought a few months ago to be polio-free. 

The world is watching us on this.  The estimate is that it will take about a further $1.2 billion to finish the job and the Polio Plus fund has 

about three-quarters of that.  Your contributions to and efforts for the End Polio Now effort continues to be required. And so to support the 

eradication of polio I’m asking every Rotarian to contribute at least $26.50 to the End Polio Now campaign. 

I believe that the Rotary Club of Calgary Heritage Park can earn RI President John Germ’s Presidential Citation.  This isn’t just what some guy 

in Evanston or Chattanooga thinks is right for your Club.  The elements of the Presidential Citation are specifically and deliberately set out in 

such a way that if you set your goals and activities towards those, I guarantee you will be an even more vibrant club one year from now.  If 

you were to achieve all of the criteria and qualify for the Presidential Citation it will mean that you have had an absolutely kick-butt year. 

The Rotarian who knows more about all that Rotary does and the endless possibilities is a more engaged Rotarian.  I would encourage every 

member here today to consider attending Make Dreams Real in Calgary in October; this is a day of Rotary information and inspiration.  It is 

about the WHY of Rotary.  

Several Rotarians I believe have taken part in the Rotary Leadership Institute.  That is a three part seminar on the WHAT and HOW of Rotary. 

I hope to see 100% of the members of this Club at the District Conference the first weekend in May 2017 in Red Deer.  We have a great pro-

gram of fun, fellowship and Rotary information and inspiration on tap for you.  This includes some special events with world class presenters.  

The District Conference will also be awarding a free registration to each Club to be used specifically for a newer Rotarian in your Club. 

The international convention is coming back to Atlanta Georgia next spring.  Early June 2017 the convention will be held where the Rotary 

Foundation was born 100 years ago.  That is pretty easy travel for us, at least relative to some of the more recent sites, such as Korea or 

Brazil. 

Mark Twain once said: The two most important days in a man’s life are the day he is born and the day he finds out why. 

So who are we as Rotarians?  We are community and business leaders and who come together in friendship and fun, to discuss ideas of how 

we can serve humanity and do good in the world and then, most importantly, we take action to carry those ideas out. 

Thank you for your continued and positive engagement in the quest to serve humanity. 

Thank you for what you do for Rotary. 

And I offer my best wishes as we all go forward in Rotary Serving Humanity. 

 

 

Bob Clark provide District Governor Berg with a warm thank you on behalf of our club. 

 

What followed was another highlight, the induction of a new member to our club by DG Berg.  Christi 

Lange has a personal perspective on the impact of Polio and a family of Rotarians that made a differ-

ence in fighting it. 

When Christi’s Dad was about 6 years old, he and his two younger brothers woke up one morning with 

polio symptoms - each of them was paralyzed in one leg. Her Dad's symptoms went away after one 

day, but his brothers were not so fortunate. Christi’s uncles suffered from the impacts of polio-induced muscle atrophy their whole lives. One 
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The Rotary Club of  Calgary Heritage Park 
Announcements 

Oct 28  Club Elections presentation 

Nov 11  Rotary Remembers Special Event At Carriage House 

Nov 18  Lauren Capozzi; Cancer rehabilitation research 

Nov 25  Siobhan Chinnery– Mentor vs sponsor 

Dec 2  Club Elections 

Dec 8  Christmas party 

Dec 9  No Friday morning meeting 

  

 

 Duty Roster for November 4 

Greeter: Phil Hochhausen 

Door sales: Doug Hood 

50/50: Surinder Khanna 

Grace and Sunshine report: Harry Kim 

Introduce speaker: Doug Kinley 

Thank speaker: Peter Leigh 

Standard Reporter: Darryl Luhr 

of her uncles and her Grandfather were Rotarians for much of their lives; her uncle traveled with Rotarians to India twice to help 

administer polio vaccines. They made many lifelong friends and always spoke very highly of their Rotary experiences.  

 

Christi was welcomed to our club with a standing ovation, I’m sure we can all agree that she is a great addition to our club. 

 

Brad Wellicome made two motions on behalf of YEX to our club which were unanimously approved. 

 

Motion #1:  That RCCHP approve a budget of $4,000 to be added to the $2,000 YEX grant received to date for a total contribu-

tion of $6,000 to the overall YEX committee budget for the 2016/17 Rotary year. 

 

Motion #2: That RCCHP approve a contribution of $6,000 to the overall YEX committee budget for the 2017/18 Rotary year, 

subject to the Millennium club approving an equal contribution. 

 

50/50 draw had Peter Harding as our winner however he unfortunately drew the 3 of hearts. 

 

Our Sherriff was past DG Martin Harvey who made short work of collecting funds targeting our DG Berg as his first contributor. 

Thought for the day: 

You must give your time to your fellow man, even if it’s a little thing, do something for others.  Something for which you get no pay 

but the privilege of doing it – Albert Schweitzer 

 


