

Rotary Meeting September 3, 2024, at 8:00 am at Safety Starts Here and by Zoom

President Odell called the meeting to order at 8:00 am with the singing of O Canada.

Treaty acknowledgment.

Odell welcomed our guest (and former member) Carol Davies from Ontario.

Odell passed around “The Magic of Rotary” pins.

Morris gave us some background information on RI president Stephanie Urchick of McMurray, Pennsylvania, USA.  She speaks several Slavic languages and has been involved in many international Rotary projects.

Morris showed a video called “The 2024-25 Rotary International Theme”. (available on YouTube).  She spoke about travelling to Pakistan to meet female health workers who fight aggression, abuse and misinformation in their work to vaccinate children.  She promised them the support of Rotary and all of its members.  She invited us to join the PolioPlus Society which provides funds (which are matched by the Gates Foundation) to eradicate polio.  

Armed conflicts around the world are impacting civilians, and Rotary should welcome change to help us help others.  Try to improve the member experience in our clubs; tools are available.  Our district has an action plan to improve the member experience and their involvement in the community’s needs.

Consider talking to leaders in the community who are not Rotary members but should be.  Expand our equity, inclusion and diversity to our club and its members.  No one will know who we are if we don’t tell them!  

Please consider supporting Rotary’s peace initiatives.  We need these more than ever.  We now work in more than 140 countries to support peace builders.  Rotary is planning a conference in February 2025 to plan and foster peace initiatives.  The 4-Way Test needs to be lived, and not only recited!  We need to start with building peace in ourselves, and one of the biggest areas of need is our mental health.

The Magic of Rotary

Each member creates the magic by supporting the Rotary Foundation and being engaged in community and international projects.  Our Rotary family is capable of making our club “simply irresistible”.  Don’t let these opportunities pass you by.

The action plan is available on the District 5370 website.  Ron Grue and Shirley Rostad are working on a project to place Rotary Peace poles and arbours on the Peace Path in the Stoney Creek Valley.  Ron is picking up the lumber and will get back to us for help when the poles are ready to install.  International Peace Day is September 21.

A case of polio has been found in Gaza.  A temporary pause in hostilities will hopefully allow for the vaccination of 640,000 children.

District Assembly (details on the District 5370 website) will be held at the St Albert Inn.  Cost $60 per person or $25 for online access.  If you want to register, the club will pay for the registration - when you register just click on pay by cheque and send a copy of the registration to Lou or Morris for payment to the District office. Do not remit payment yourself.
Sign up for the RI International Conference in Calgary June 21 – 25, 2025.  If you are interested in shared accommodation please contact Destiny.  Check out the conference website.  If you want to go to any of the optional activities, register for them now.

Community registration night is on Thursday September 5 at the Field House.  Someone from Rotary will be there.  We have a Rotary brochure and other items to share with interested visitors.

On September 4 there is a Meet and Greet with the new dean, John Parkins.  Our board meeting is rescheduled to September 11th 6:30 pm at Safety Starts Here.
Carol said she is happy to be here and is now president of her local club.

Happy Bucks:  Kevin’s oldest daughter is married.  Larry and Patrice returned from a month in Eastern Europe.  They saw a lot of churches.  Harry’s 85th birthday was celebrated on Monday.  Varghese is happy to be back and will be able to attend our fall meetings.  Carol is happy to be back in Alberta.  Rob had an amazing summer with his children and grandchildren.  Lou and Morris’ daughter in Calgary has volunteered to chair a committee for the International Conference.  Morris thanked everyone for sending a letter to support the relocation of the casino.  Alan for a big birthday and a great time with family.  Odell really enjoyed all the socials this summer.
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Next meeting is Monday, September 9 at the Days Inn at noon in Salon A (not the back of the dining room).  People can order whatever they want to eat at the café desk, pay for it by 11:50 and it will be delivered.  The meeting itself is $3, coffee is $1. Past youth exchange student Kyle Nickel will speak on his exchange ten years ago.  

Odell closed the meeting with the 4-Way Test.
