MEETING NOTES
REGULAR MEETING:   November 19, 2024
                                          Meeting Chair:  Don Rebus
 At 6pm, tonight’s Chairperson welcomed members and guests, followed by O Canada and the Rotary Grace.  We then had and enjoyable time for dinner and fellowship.
Our meeting re-convened at 6:45 pm with a welcome to Zoom attendees and land acknowledgement.
Announcements/Updates:
· Pints for Polio Pub Walk Oct 24
Our Pints for Polio Pub Walk fundraiser was a great success! We had 34 members and friends walk and raised just under $3,300! Huge thanks to our sponsors: Norsemen Brewing Taproom, TainTed Lounge at Smitty’s and Boston Pizza, as well as Cliff Drever and D&D Sales for the loan of the van. Jenn and Paul Stone generously donated back their 50/50 win.
·  Rotary Cares Raffle 2025
[bookmark: m_4407186515758265655__Hlk182562208]Tickets are on sale for next year’s Rotary Cares raffle. We sell 300 tickets at $100 each. We will do a draw 10 months of the year for $1,000 each month. Proceeds fund our annual contribution to Rotary Air Cadets and supports for other community organizations. Please support the raffle by purchasing a ticket if you are able and consider selling some tickets to family and friends. Contact Lou at (780) 678-5135 for tickets. Please remember, this is NOT JUST a Noon Club project—we are Rotary Camrose, and the success of the project is in the hands of all members.
· Secret Santa gift exchange at Dec 9 meeting
Donating to Silent Santa is something many of us do every year. But how about adding a little fun to it—sign up to be part of the Rotary Secret Santa gift exchange. Bring a gift for your chosen person to the December 9 noon meeting. Something you think that person would have loved to have as a young person of 9 to 18. Members of the Kinette Club are invited to join us at that meeting and take the gifts for the Silent Santa Toy Delivery. If you don't want to participate in the Secret Santa exchange, please consider bringing an unwrapped toy or making a cash donation at the meeting on December 9.
· Christmas Stockings for students at Augustana
Chris Rebus invited members to participate in the Augustana Christmas Stocking program, where the International students who remain on campus over the Christmas holidays are given a stocking with candy, games, etc. You can buy a stocking and fill it yourself ($25 approximately) or you can donate $25 to Augustana and they will make up a stocking for a student. An email came out to you last week with details. The filled stockings need to be delivered to Chris Rebus’ home between now and December 6.
Rotary Youth Exchange update
Jan gave us an update with lots of pictures of what he has been doing for the past 3 weeks.  Highlights are:  watched hockey; went to Space and Sciences Centre with other Exchange students from Japan and Brazil; first snowfall; Nov 1 made cards and cookies at Sheila’s; visited the Camrose Railway Station; went to PBR finals with Dan and Vicky; attended Remembrance Day Celebrations. Tim and Ellen took Jan to Canmore and Banff Hot Springs and visited Lake Louise and the Buffalo Museum. Last, he watched the Tyson boxing match and went to a Christmas market. The Parkers have been keeping him very busy and entertained.
Presentation – Rotary Club of Red Deer East – Community Kitchen Project
Shirley Bergsma introduced the 3 Members of the Rotary Club of Red Deer East: Sharon Moffat, Donna Durham and Liz Audenart, who joined us to talk about the highlights of their successful Community Kitchen Project.
In 2020 the Club started looking for a Legacy Project to mark their 50th anniversary coming up in 2024.  A conversation between Liz Audenart and a member of the Airdrie Club was the catalyst to partnering with the Red Deer Food Bank on a project to build a commercial kitchen. Over the next 3 years the Club of about 21 members (now grown to 30) raised $100,000 through fundraising and grants to contribute to the project.  The Food Bank had reserve funds to get started and was able to access other grants.  Total project cost was estimated at $300,000. The idea was to have a food preparation area to process harvest products donated by the community in order to provide healthier foods throughout the year in the hampers.  In addition, cooking classes were offered to the public so that people could learn how to prepare healthy meals at home. There is a charge for the classes, but no charge for Food Bank clients.
The project has now expanded to include 6 or 7 Food Trucks that sell a variety of foods such as ice cream, coffee and brisket.  A catering business is run from the commercial kitchen and the upper floor of the building was developed for the teaching kitchen. Profits from all of these business ventures go back to the Food Bank.  They have also added organic gardening areas: a Growing Wall for lettuce;  a geodesic dome green house and a tomato room provides fresh vegetables for food hampers throughout the year.  The Rotary Club members continue to provide hands-on support to the Food Bank on a regular basis.
 The Rotary Club of Red Deer East is very proud of what they have been able to accomplish, and they feel this is a tremendous legacy to commemorate their 50th Anniversary.
Membership Moment – Chris Rebus
What makes a Club irresistible? Fun, a sense of belonging, confidence in Club leadership, personal growth opportunities, personal connections, meaningful service.
Happy Bucks
· Hendersons - flight to Calgary to see a show at Stage West with Ron & Sherolyn
· Lawrence - being welcomed by Rotary at the Pub Walk
· Jan enjoys all the activities with the Parkers
· Pottery is Kim’s new excitement
Rotary Cares Draw – ticket # 038 was drawn, the winner is Brent Rostad of Peace River, ticket sold by Al Rostad.  A Booster photo of the cheque presentation will be arranged.  Final draw for 2024 will be held on December 17.
50/50 Draw:
[bookmark: m_4407186515758265655__Hlk179139719]Winning ticket drawn belongs to Alyssa Martin who drew the Ace of Clubs.
The Jackpot of $355 is carried forward to the next noon meeting on December 9. Only 10 cards left!
Next meeting – Happy Hour gathering next Thursday, November 28 5:00 pm at TainTed, the lounge at Smitty’s restaurant .  Come on out for some social time with your Rotary family.
[bookmark: m_4407186515758265655__Hlk517031179]The meeting was closed with the 4-Way Test.  Have a good week everyone!
Many thanks to our meeting chair, Don Rebus, and Sheila Herle for taking notes at the meeting!
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