Rotary Camrose meeting in person at Safety Starts Here and by Zoom

December 3, 2024 at 8:00 am

Disease Prevention and Treatment Month

President Odell opened the meeting with the singing of O Canada and the Land Acknowledgement.

	Don Rebus, on behalf of Chris Rebus, introduced our Guest Speaker, the Rev Dr Andrea Wilhelm.  She is the chaplain of the Augustana Campus of the UofA.  She was ordained as a Lutheran pastor in July of this year and has a Master of Divinity and a PhD in Linguistics.
	Andrea was born in Stein in South West Germany, about an hour's drive from Stuttgart.  Her father was a cabinet maker who lived almost his whole life in Stein.  Her mother was born and raised in nearby Königsbach, and still lives in Stein.  She grew up with a deep love of the flora and fauna of the area, where gardening was a way of life.  There are many fruit trees in the area.
	After high school Andrea went to Brussels for a year as a volunteer, where she learned French.  She then attended university in Tübingen, where she met her future husband, Markus Wilhelm.  There she studied literature and linguistics.  After moving to Edmonton, where her husband was called to be pastor of a German-speaking congregation, she obtained a PhD in Linguistics from the University of Calgary, as well as raising their daughter.  She became a sessional instructor of Linguistics at the University of Alberta and worked with Indigenous communities.  During Covid, she attended the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Saskatoon and earned a Masters in Divinity.  She was able to use her background in Linguistics to study scripture at a deep level. She was ordained in Camrose in July and became the campus chaplain as well as teaching linguistics.  As she described it, “It's a dream job!”

Announcements
	The Augustana students Fill-a-Stocking program will be open for donations until Friday, December 6.
	The traditional Wine and Cheese Christmas gathering at the home of Ken and Marnie Roberts will be held on Friday, December 13 at 7:00 pm.
	Our annual Christmas gathering, Traditions, will be hosted by Patrice and Larry Johnson at their home on Sunday, December 29 at 6:00 pm.
	Our next meeting will be held at the Days Inn on Monday, December 9 at 12:00 noon.  There will be a Silent Santa gift exchange.
	Hybrid joint Rotary evening meeting at Days Inn on Tuesday, December 15 at 6:00 pm, Zoom at 6:45.  Christmas celebration featuring a message from Pastor Donnalyn Froese and a round table about our favourite Christmas traditions. 

Happy Bucks
	Odell for the snow but doesn't like the melting weather; Tim for presentations at five Calgary Rotary clubs; Harry for excellent health care; Larry for two weeks in Florida and a Tiffany Lamp museum visit; Rob happy for the ski trails and sad for being stuck at a level crossing; Don for the strong support for Rotary in Camrose; John for the support for the Salvation Army kettles and could use a few more volunteers.

Foundation Moment
	Rob read a message about ways to make tribute gifts (memorials, birthdays, anniversaries, etc.) to the Rotary Foundation.  Just go to rotary.org/donate.

We closed the meeting with the 4-Way Test.
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