Meeting Notes
REGULAR MEETING:   December 9, 2024
                                           Meeting Chair:  Jenn Stone                                                      
Our meeting opened with a welcome to the members present and our guests:
· Erin Upton and Karen Walger – members of the Kinette Club of Camrose
· Jan Nestler, our inbound Rotary Youth Exchange student from Germany
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Rotary Grace, followed by a break for lunch and visiting.
The meeting re-convened at 12:10 with the Treaty 6 recognition and a welcome to the members joining by Zoom.
Announcements/Updates:
Rotary Cares 2025 tickets on sale – contact Lou or Morris for tickets to buy or sell
· We are continuing to collect donations (food or cash) for the Camrose Food Bank at our evening meeting next week.
· Mark your calendars for 2 upcoming Rotary Camrose social events:
i. An Evening of Christmas Cheer hosted by Ken & Marnie Roberts, Friday Dec 13 7pm
ii. Traditions, a potluck dinner hosted by Patrice & Larry Johnson, Sunday Dec 29 6pm
· Rotary Foundation in the News
The Rotary Foundation has received some unwelcome publicity about a bequest from a former Rotarian that is being contested by his wife. Sadly, the news articles contain a lot of misinformation that reflects badly on the Rotary Foundation. Our District Governor Brian Edwards sent several emails out to you and all Rotarians in District 5370 on November 14 and following weeks.  Please read his response to the publications to be informed.  Should you encounter anyone who is concerned about supporting Rotary in light of these articles, please share the DG’s email with them and refer them to Brian for further discussion and information.
Secret Santa Gift Exchange
12 members of Rotary Camrose signed up for the Secret Santa gift exchange.  Names were drawn in November and the gifts were presented at today’s meeting, along with a story about why the buyer chose that particular gift for their partner. Some of the stories were even true!  The gifts were then donated to the Silent Santa toy drive.  Thanks to everyone who took the time to be part of the fun of Secret Santa, as well as to others who brought a gift for Silent Santa or made a cash donation.
Presentation:  Kinette Club of Camrose, Silent Santa Program
The Kinettes have been providing toys for Camrose families for many years.  Their small Club of 11 members (up from 6 last year) collect toys, games, books, toiletries, make up, sox , toques and mittens/gloves  and cash donations to purchase items where they need.  On Saturday, December 14 they will pack the toy hampers for the families that have made a request through Neighbour Aid.  The Lions Club will pick up the boxes of toys and deliver them to the Fire Hall on December 19. They will be distributed along with the Christmas Food Hampers on Saturday, December 21. The Kinette Club expects to pack gifts for approximately 450 children this year!  Thanks to Erin Upton and Karen Walger for coming to our meeting to accept Rotary’s donations and to tell us about the program. 
Presentation:  Merry Christmas Hamper Program
Morris shared an update on the Camrose Merry Christmas Hamper Program. Groceries will arrive next week for volunteers to pack over 300 hampers for those in need in our community. Final numbers mean Food Bank volunteers will be packing an extra 50 hampers to meet the increased call this year. Fundraising is about $15,000 short of the $40,000 goal. Cash and cheque donations can be dropped off at the Royal Bank or the Firehall. New this year is Interac e-Transfer to MCHampers@telus.net. All donations by December 31st will garner a 2024 Charitable Donation Tax Receipt in January.
50/50 Draw – ticket  # 667 was drawn, held by  Kim Boyco.  Card drawn was the Queen of Clubs, not the Ace of Spades.  The Jackpot of $368 is carried over to our next draw on Tuesday, December 17, only 9 cards left! 
Next meeting : next Tuesday, Dec 17 at Days Inn at 6:00 pm, Zoom starts at 6:45
Christmas Message, Pastor Donnalynn Froese and other Christmas activities
Please come and celebrate with your Rotary family. 
Board Meeting Wednesday, Dec 18 6:30 pm at Safety Starts Here
[bookmark: m_-6118496180756516097__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
 Shout out to those who helped the meeting go so smoothly: Florence Blanchette (reception), Jenn Stone (chair), Tina Myles (tech support), Lou Henderson (meeting notes).
