MEETING NOTES
[bookmark: m_-6898162618353950613__Hlk181444168][bookmark: m_-6898162618353950613__Hlk186715071]REGULAR MEETING:   January 6, 2026
                                    Meeting Chair:  Destiny Reay                                             
Our meeting opened with a welcome to the members present, both in person and online.
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Treaty 6 recognition.
Announcements/Updates:
a. Still a few Rotary Cares raffle tickets for 2026 to be sold.  If you have any to turn in (sold or unsold) please do so within the week.  First draw will be January 20.
b. Our ongoing PolioPlus fundraiser is sales of Take A Bite Out of Polio punch cards. Purchase the card for $30 and enjoy a free appetizer at 9 local restaurants and breweries from now to April 30, 2026. All the proceeds will be donated to The Rotary Foundation PolioPlus fund. Please help by purchasing a card to use or gift and consider taking a few cards to sell. See Lou or Destiny.
Presentation Leslie Lindballe, Housing and Community Supports Navigator (CDSS) - Poverty Simulation
The United Way Poverty Simulation is an interactive workshop where folks experience the struggles of living on a limited income. Participants will manage a fictional family's budget; encounter real-life challenges like unexpected bills; and navigate day-to-day tasks like child care and attending work. 
The multiple agencies hosting the event are hoping to get a full contingent of 100 folks to participate in the simulation and the roundtable conversation afterwards. 
The date is February 6 from 830 am to 130 pm at the Mirror Lake Centre. Lunch is included! It is free to attend (registration required before January 30). 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSfEkhADLlprwjN1yHGqBtS2D3YjWnlgxdfXWam1BFqbFBQ4Sg/viewform 
See Shirley Bergsma’s email from Jan 8 for more details. 
Kiva Micro Loans - Destiny led us through the selection of 32 projects to fund.  We focused mainly on women-led requests for merchandise to sell in a store or seed, equipment, supplies, etc. for a business.  We had accumulated just over $3,200 USD in loan repayments that we were able to re-invest.  The totals are pretty impressive!
Happy Bucks – we did not have time for Happy Bucks as we needed to be over at the New Catholic High School for 9am to tour the school.
High School Tour -  Saint Carlo Acutis Catholic High School.
The school is bright and welcoming, with lots of natural light and open areas.  It has been built to allow much flexibility in how the classroom and gathering spaces can be utilized in different ways as needed. There are currently 265 students attending Grades 9-12.  In addition to classrooms there is a well-equipped woodworking shop, an arts lab where students can do stained glass, science labs and a foods and fabrics work area. They anticipate having 285 students next year.
[bookmark: m_-6898162618353950613__Hlk196991478]Next meeting– Next Tuesday, January 13 at 11:45am. Zoom will start at 12:15.  We have set aside this meeting to focus on Rotary Youth Exchange:  how to ensure our Club’s participation in this program. Bring your ideas for improving the experience for the students and host families and generating the funds needed. There will be a Board Meeting here immediately following.
[bookmark: m_-6898162618353950613__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
Sincere thanks to Shirley Bergsma for looking after registrations, Destiny Reay for chairing this meeting, Lou Henderson for looking after Zoom and taking notes at the meeting. High 5 to Lisa Rohr for bringing treats for us to enjoy. Hope to see you next week!
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