Rotary Club of Camrose Daybreak
EyeOpener March 2, 2021 Global Grant Scholar

March is Water, Sanitation and Hygiene Month

Odell opened the meeting with O Canada for 15 members and guests scholar Anna-Marie Robertson and PDG Ingrid Neitsch

Harry offered Food for Thought with a timeline of attention to climate change as an existential threat in our time when truth is hard to discern. Shortly after the industrial revolution of the 1800’s carbon dioxide (CO2) from burning fossil fuels was found to be warming oceans. In 1940 weather stations started monitoring CO2 in oceans. The A-bomb triggered a significant increase. In 1979 a bipartisan International Conference on Climate Change reacted to the crisis with a plan to move from fossil fuels supported by companies such as Exxon Mobil that agreed the time of oil was over. In 1980 President Reagan, a science avoider, kicked off 9 years of attacks on science with claims of best educated children, an economy that would get better and that the perceived crisis would be solved. A climate change conference in 1989 in the Netherlands had no US scientists as delegates. Shunned scientists who paid their own way were not heard and the closing statement was gutted by the US, Russia and Japan. Today, science is still being denied and the intervening years are time lost for action. If only people applied the Four Way Test.

Dean will offer Food for Thought on March 16th.

Happy Bucks

· Appointment made for vaccination
· Received vaccination, no issues
· Enjoying the break in winter weather
· Glad the library is re-opening
· Woke up without the alarm – one minute to spare before meeting time
· Running in the valley with nice weather was fantastic
· Skiing interrupted by beaver dragging branches across trail
· Zoom is great for joining meetings while away from home

Presentation – Global Grant Scholar, Anna-Marie Robertson

Anna-Marie has achieved a Rotary Global Grant Scholarship to attend Georgetown University in Washington DC to pursue her Masters law degree. Her interest in peace building and reconciliation developed early in life, spurred on by experiencing a presentation by Dr Knight her mother was attending. As a youth, she made a vow to make the world a better place. Attending a Rotary Youth Exchange information night led to an exchange to the Netherlands in 2012-13. She embraced the chance to experience a new culture, learn a new language and especially the opportunity to often visit the library in the Hague. The materials on humanitarianism, the rules of war and other legal issues were the most interesting to her. She is still in contact with her host parents and family. The exchange increased her interest in Rotary leading to participating in RYLA, ROTEX and starting an Interact Club at her high school. Looking to expand her experience she undertook the third year of her undergraduate degree in France.

Following graduation, she worked for the Canadian Red Cross dealing with the impact of disasters in British Columbia and Fort McMurray. While attaining her law degree at Cambridge she was drawn to the rise of cyber warfare – killer robots, cyber spying, etc., and its lack of oversight by the rules of war. As a Senior Advisor, Government Relations for the Canadian Red Cross she realized she needed stronger credentials to spur attention and change in the approach to cyber warfare. The Geneva Convention lacks relevancy to current developments in warfare, has gaps in its application and needs enhancements or replacement with more relevant legislation.

Anna-Marie has been accepted into the International Security Law program at Georgetown University this year. She is immensely thankful for the support of Rotary Clubs, Rotarians, District and Foundation making this possible. The Rotary Club of Capitol Hill, Washington DC will be her host club while there.

It is obvious that Anna-Marie is a great ambassador for Rotary and she exemplifies giving back and contributing to community at home and around the world through her peace building efforts.

Announcements

· Tuesday March 9, 7:00 pm – Leadership Training – strategic planning, goal setting, club roles, club operation. Register at District 5370 website
· Wednesday March 3, 1:00 pm – ClubRunner Website Live Design. Register at ClubRunner
· Wednesday March 10, 1:00 pm – ClubRunner Website Content Management. Register at ClubRunner
· Wednesday March 10, 7:00 pm – monthly Foundation chat with Tim Schilds. Register at District 5370 website
· March 8 to 13 Rotaract Week, events every evening. Destiny is talking Days for Girls Thursday

Reminders

· Monday March 8, 7:00 pm – joint meeting with noon club, Odell sent invitations
· Tuesday March 9 – no club meeting
· Tuesday March 9, 8:00 am – Board meeting, Odell sent invitations
· Tuesday March 16, 7:00 am – Club meeting – We Are Rotary

Alan closed the meeting with the Four Way Test
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