Rotary Club of Camrose Daybreak
November 17, 2020 Disc Golf

November is Rotary Foundation Month

Odell opened the meeting with a video of O Canada for 12 members and guest Brendan of the Camrose Disc Golf Club

Motion to hold this meeting online Harry, Carol carried

Dean will offer Food for Thought next week.

Motions from Board Meeting November 10, 2020

· That the club donate $1,350 to ShelterBox Canada, Destiny Robyn carried
· That the club donate $1,000 to the Rotary Foundation PolioPlus program, Alan Destiny carried
· That the club donate $1,800 to Canadian Mental Health, Camrose for the purchase of 4 air purifiers and replacement filters, Robyn Carol carried

Announcements

· Tuesday, December 3rd is Giving Tuesday. Consider the Rotary Foundation in your giving
· Morris is conversing with Randy, President of the Camrose Filipino Association to determine what assistance we may be able to provide for those affected by typhoon Goni (Rolly) that heavily damaged an area where many Camrose Filipinos have family. An article in the Booster is being considered to share how ShelterBox is working in the area. The Filipino Association is launching a bottle drive to raise funds. You can donate your returnable containers at Universal Bottle Depot in the east end
· The Alberta Community Development Unit is offering a Grant Writing 101 course on November 26th and December 3rd as part of their board development package
· Rotary Cares raffle tickets - $100, 300 tickets, 10 draws for $1,000 in 2021 – are available. Let Morris or a noon club member know you want to buy one. Proceeds support air and army cadets and other youth initiatives in Camrose
· The Camrose Library Fellowship is hosting their 2nd annual gift card fundraiser. See details attached

Guest Brendan McKinstry, Camrose Disc Golf Club

Brendan made a presentation to city council in September proposing a nine-hole family-friendly disc golf course in Jubilee Park. Larry reached out to Brendan after reading an account of the presentation in the Booster. A copy of the presentation has been circulated to members and is attached.

Disc golf is a fast-growing sport played by all ages and levels of skill. Played similar to regular golf, players attempt to throw a disc (Frisbee like) in a series of throws from a tee to lodge it in a basket (the hole). Courses range from family-oriented courses, usually 9 short holes 150 to 200 feet long, to professional courses, usually 18 longer holes 300 to 500 feet long. Equipment ranges from a promotional disc from your favorite store to a variety of discs used depending on distance of the throw.

Brendan answered questions from our members:

· Should we consider getting a designer and building a more professional course
· That is aspiration for the future - Build a competition course that could have additional baskets or tees added later to create a multi-use course
· How adaptable is the proposed design
· Additional tees and baskets can be added. However, the Jubilee Park design is family focused and a few holes could be adapted
· Is there interest in the community for disc golf
· Response to the article in the Booster was positive and a good number of people indicated support. Businesses are prepared to provide sponsorships
· Who can play disc golf
· Disc golf is a suitable activity for all ages and abilities. When in Canmore, Larry observed an older gentleman, with over a dozen discs, followed by a family with 2 young children playing the course there
· Is there merit to splitting into 3-hole layouts in say, Century Meadows, Victoria Park, Duggan Park
· Obviously, there is opportunity for that style to increase awareness. It could be considered
· How do you get exercise playing disc golf
· The walking is a big component, but surprisingly the workout you get by throwing the disc can be particularly good exercise
· How would the course be funded and what maintenance is required
· Funding to build the course would be through sponsorships, donations and fundraising. Minimal ongoing maintenance is required. Mowing is currently done by the city in the proposed area. Some additional trimming by baskets would be needed. Existing courses have reported minimal vandalism or other damage necessitating repair or replacement of components
· Is tournament play a potential use of the course
· 10 to 15 tournaments at various play levels currently happen each year in Alberta. The proposed family design here could be used for fundraising or social tournaments
· How many people can be on the course at one time
· Disc golf is similar to regular golf in that tournament or structured play is based on foursomes who navigate the course. As a leisure activity larger groups could play together or play only 3 holes or play solo depending on how many show up to play
· Is disc golf a four-season sport
· Yes and no. Depending on the depth of snow and weather it can be a pleasant pastime. Deep snow makes walking and finding your disc challenging. Sunny early spring days are a great time to get out and play

Thanks for sharing this with us Brendan. We look forward to working with you and your club to bring disc golf to Camrose.

Reminders

Next meeting Tuesday November 24 7:00 am via Zoom AGM followed by Club meeting

Alan led us in the Four Way Test to close the meeting


