REGULAR MEETING:   January 20, 2026
                                    Meeting Chair:  Kevin Smook                                                
At 6 PM our meeting opened with a welcome to the members and guests present. One guest was introduced, Rotary spouse Valerie Fielding.
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Rotary Grace, followed by dinner which was a selection of pastas accompanied by salad and breadsticks provided by East Side Mario’s.  The meeting resumed at 6:45 pm with a welcome to those joining us online, 2 members plus our DG.
 Annual Club Presentation from District Governor Ramesh Ferris:
Kevin introduced District Governor Ramesh Ferris.  He was born in India, contracted polio at 6 months leaving his legs paralyzed.  He was placed in an orphanage by his mother, who could not care for him.  He was adopted by the Ron Ferris family in the Yukon where he was raised.   Ramesh has volunteered in partnership with Rotary International, the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, the Global Citizen, the United Nations Foundation, and the World Health Organization to promote our shared global goal of ending polio.  He has shared Rotary’s End Polio message with countless heads of state, many world leaders, celebrities around the world and to many Rotarians at various Rotary International Conventions, Zone Institutes and District Conferences.  Ramesh hand-cycled 7,140kms across Canada in 2008 for Polio eradication, education, and rehabilitation. He joined the Whitehorse Rendezvous Rotary Club in 2009 and has been Club President, Assistant District Governor and End Polio Now Coordinator for Rotary Zone 28.  He has several awards including Queen Elizabeth Diamond Jubilee Medal, the Yukon Commissioner’s Award for Volunteer Public Service and Rotary International’s International Service Award.   He has a BSc in Social Work. 
Ramesh told us about his life, his adoption into a family with 6 children all adopted.  His parents told their children to concentrate on what they could do, not what they couldn’t.  Don’t be afraid to fail, be afraid not to try.  He has tried sit skiing, hand biking and climbing.  He lives in Whitehorse and is married to Dagmar, a math teacher.  They were married in Ottawa on July 1.
After his cycle campaign he joined Rotary because of the Polio Eradication Project.  All the celebrities he met appreciate and commend Rotary for their End Polio campaign. On a recent trip to Abu Dhabi, he again met several celebrities including Bill Gates, all pledged to end polio.  
To show us that he was part of a team, he showed a picture of all the District Governors of Rotary Zone 28.  He also mentioned he works with 13 Assistant District Governors (Patti Johnston from Vegreville is our ADG).
Francesco Arezzo the Rotary International President emphasizes Friendship and Trust, Leading with Humility, Humanity and Heart.  We need long term vision, Ramesh urged us to form a multi-year action plan to increase our impact, expand our reach, enhance engagement and increase our ability to adapt.
His goal is for continued support of the Rotary Foundation including the Annual Fund, the District Endowment Fund, The Polio Fund and the Disaster Fund. He hopes to increase the support of the Foundation to 65% of district Rotarians.
His goal is to see every Rotarian contribute $100 USD to Rotary Polio Plus, every club to contribute $1500 to Polio Plus and the District to contribute 20% to Polio Plus.  It takes $3 to immunize one child. He showed a slide of our clubs’ contributions so far this year to the Foundation as well as some of our recent projects.
He next spoke of Club accessibility assessments; what barriers do people have to tackle to be in Rotary or attend meetings. 
He urged us all to develop a Rotary Personal Expression statement – take time to share our Rotary Story.  He commended our clubs on their expressions published in the Booster.
The District Conference is in Whitehorse May 15 to 17.  He spoke briefly about the Guest Speakers but added the activities they are organizing glassblowing, wildlife observation, restaurants, the White Pass Railway, glaciers on Mr. Logan, Emerald Lake, the Carcross desert, gold panning, Skagway, Alaska.  He urged those wishing to come to book now, the reserved hotels will be released soon.
 He answered questions: 
· Why are the scholarship grants less?  He did not know the answer but promised to get back to us. 
·  Why are President Elect fees still $450 for an online course?  He said that though there is an online course there are still two in person events for Presidents Elect:  Fall Assembly and the District Conference.. 
· Jim said he had talked to the Mayor about why non-accessible buildings are still being built in Camrose. 
 Announcements/Updates:
· Agricultural Speaker Series hosted by Augustana.  Session 2 “Farm Succession Planning” January 23, 11 to 12:30 at the Augustana Chapel.  Admission free but registration requested.
· We had a lively discussion about Rotary Youth Exchange at our noon meeting.  A committee has been formed to continue these discussions.  Anyone interested in being part of this should contact Tina Myles (tina_myles@hotmail.com).
· Soles4Souls – Destiny Reay gave a brief overview of this potential project which we heard about at our meeting last November.  We are looking for interested members to set up a working group to get the project started.  Contact Destiny Reay if interested:  destinyreay@yahoo.ca. An email will follow.
· Community Engagement:  Lisa Rohr has proposed an idea for showcasing our many local projects in a series of free community events, for example, a bowling night, movie night, swimming, etc.  A meeting to talk about how this might be implemented is scheduled for Wednesday, January 28 at 6pm at the Boston Pizza Lounge.  Any members interested are most welcome.  An email will be sent out later this week
· Guess What’s Coming for Dinner? – a Rotary social evening that includes a food challenge. People who sign up as a chef will be given a “mystery ingredient” to incorporate in their dish.  They will also be directed to come up with either a sweet or savoury dish using that ingredient.  Larry and Patrice Johnson will host the dinner at their house on Monday, February 23.  We hope to have at least 10 chefs sign up to make this a fun experience.  If you just want to come and bring a dish that is perfectly fine.  An email with all the details was sent to you last Friday. Feel free to include spouses, friends, children in the challenge. At the end of the meeting tonight we will do an initial draw of the mystery ingredients so if you want to be a chef make sure you see Lou or Destiny and get your ingredient. Others who want to be chefs but are not here tonight can email Lou or Destiny to register and get their ingredient.
Club Discussion on Fundraising
Ideas:  golf tournament, Bunnock Tournament, no gala gala-you pay not to come. Suggested we have a meeting of interested persons, perhaps at Happy Hour next Thursday to continue sharing ideas.
 Happy Bucks –
· Shirley R greetings from Dan McPherson and Ray Hook.  Her husband finished his Cardiac Follow-up Program.
· Sheila a New Years Grand daughter, her horse who had surgery on a leg is moving well  
·  Lou Happy New Year to all, all the Rotary Cares tickets are sold.
· Jackie survived a road tip to Mexico where she, her family including her parents met Olivia’s host families and counsellor. They took her father and husband deep sea fishing.  They caught two tuna, with which they later made ceviche.
· Shirley B enjoyed the Polio Plus hockey game, next Thursday is Happy Hour, it is also her birthday.
· Kevin’s mother was here for our Christmas dinner, she recently had her 86th  birthday, our banners are now up in corner of the Youth Centre.  Thanks to Morris and Lou for arranging this.
Rotary Cares Draw – ticket #110 was drawn, the winner is Jason Armstrong, the ticket was sold by Shirley R. Jason is accepting $500 (to cover the 5 tickets he bought) and donating $500 back to the Club.  Thanks Jason!
 Next meeting:   Happy Hour next week, Thursday, January 29 at 5pm at TainTed Lounge (Smitty’s). The next regular morning meeting will be in 2 weeks on February 3 here at 8 am.  Morris and Lou will be talking about Rotary Fellowships.
[bookmark: m_405075754839613451__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
Sincere thanks to Kim Boyco and Shirley Bergsma for looking after registrations, Kevin Smook for chairing this meeting, Morris Henderson for looking after Zoom and Odell Olson for taking notes at the meeting.  Several members assisted with the room set up and clean up. Special thanks to Lisa Rohr for arranging for our meal. Hope to see you next week!
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