Meeting Notes
[bookmark: m_4639966274725845422__Hlk181444168][bookmark: m_4639966274725845422__Hlk186715071]REGULAR MEETING:   February 3, 2026
                                    Meeting Chair:  Alan Fielding                                          
Our meeting opened with a welcome to the members present, both in person and online. 
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Treaty 6 recognition.
Announcements/Updates:
· Lou gave us an update on the ways in members can pay for meetings and meals, in addition to cash at the registration table
· Purchase a prepaid card for the $3.00 meeting charge (10 x $3 = $30 per card)
· Purchase a prepaid card for $20 meals (10 x $20 = $200 per card).  Instead of having a $25 prepaid card, you can use the $20 card and just pay the extra $5 at the door.
· Pay at the door using your debit card. You can also use your debit card to pay for the prepaid cards if you wish through Square technology.   OR, you can e-transfer to the Club, but please identify what it’s for.
· Community Events:
· Shirley Bergsma reported on the Free Family Skate on Monday, February 16th afternoon. A local real estate agency is providing hot chocolate and we’re handing out cookies.  Volunteers are lined up and ready to go.
· Lisa Rohr reported about the fundraising meeting last week.  There was some great brain storming.  Our club excels at having fun.  Let’s focus on having more small events, team bonding events, and we need to be visual in the community.  Examples:  rent the bowling alley, virtual golf, skating day, and also incorporate fund raising into each event on a pay-what-you-can basis.  This is in the early stages.  If you would like to get involved, please let Lisa know.  Let’s make sure we have a sign display at the events, so people see us and our involvement in the community.  There’s a follow up meeting/work bee on February 12th at 5PM at Destiny’s Office.
· Kevin reported that he and Tina Myles attended the University of Alberta Augustana Awards Dinner where Rotary was acknowledged for presenting three scholarships to Shaylynn Belland, Jordan Fedorvich and Noah Van Hyfte.  They each provided a card of thanks as they pursue their education.
Presentation Rotary Fellowships – Lou and Morris Henderson
Rotary Fellowships are international groups that share a common passion. Being part of a fellowship is a fun way to make friends around the world, explore a hobby or profession, and enhance your Rotary experience.    Lou and Morris spoke of the many and varied opportunities for fellowships.
Link to Rotary Fellowships on Rotary International Website:
https://www.rotary.org/en/our-programs/more-fellowships
Link to Rotary Wine Appreciation Fellowship: https://rotarywine.org/
Link to International Travel and Hosting Fellowship (ITHF): https://www.ithf.org 
Link to Beers Rotarians Enjoy Worldwide Fellowship BREW): https://www.rotarybrew.org
Not all webpages are created equal.  Some have more information than others.  The key is to find the ‘official’ page.  Morris spoke passionately about the BREW Fellowship (Beers Rotarians Enjoy Worldwide), which began in 2014.  Beyond the beer, it’s important to note that good beer requires good water, which highlights the need for good water throughout the world.  The fellowship creates a great environment which also provides the opportunity to raise funds towards the related Rotary Action Group WASHRAG (Water Sanitation and Hygiene Rotary Action Group).  Morris recounted that several fellowships are featured at the Rotary Conferences and Conventions.   Lou spoke about ITHF (International Travel and Hosting Fellowship).  Members make interesting connections with people; hosting people in their homes or taking people on a local tour:  “It’s a great way to meet people from around the world”.   Lou shared several stories of her own experience with ITHF.  There is also a Rotary Wine Appreciation Fellowship, which is highly anticipated and would be interesting to pursue. Perhaps there should be a felllowship get together at the District Convention in Whitehorse.  There is a fee to join a fellowship (varies).  Morris challenges us to:  “Go to a list of fellowships and find one that tickles your fancy and at least investigate it”.  It helps provide a deeper connection to Rotary.
Happy Bucks
· Cliff – back from a great trip to Australia and area.  Saw some creatures they’ve never seen before, reunited with a cousin who moved there 50 years ago, saw Jim Rasmussen recently at St. Mary’s (Nice visit)
· Lisa – proud of daughter Nicole who received a pair of scholarships at the Augustana Awards night.
· Rob – was skiing on Saturday and saw a robin (a bit early) and a moose wandered by their property
· Lou – celebrated her 70th birthday recently, headed out to an Air B&B, many friends helped her celebrate.  Also saw a moose just outside her window.  Also, we have 12 chefs for ‘guess what’s coming to dinner’ on February 23rd.  Destiny and Lou are working on this.
· Alan – was hurrying across the street, took a nose dive on the street, but he was able to scramble to hit feet and avoid getting hit (thankful).
There was some discussion on fixing cell phone screens and where to go in Camrose.  There are several options locally.  Perhaps we could have someone make a presentation on cell phone repair and maintenance at a future meeting.
Thanks to Lisa for providing our breakfast items.
[bookmark: m_4639966274725845422__Hlk210643959][bookmark: m_4639966274725845422__Hlk196991478]Next meeting – Next Tuesday, February 10 at 11:45am. Zoom will start at 12:15.  In recognition of International Women and Girls in Science Day (February 11) we have 2 speakers coming from the Biology Department at Augustana.  Professor Ivana Schoepf  and student Chloe Funell will share some highlights of their research. There will be a Board Meeting here immediately following.
[bookmark: m_4639966274725845422__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
 Sincere thanks to Shirley Bergsma for looking after registrations, Alan Fielding for chairing this meeting, Morris Henderson for looking after Zoom and Kevin Smook for taking notes at the meeting. High 5 to Lisa Rohr for bringing treats for us to enjoy.
 Hope to see you next week!
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