Meeting Notes
REGULAR MEETING:   March 10, 2026
                                    Meeting Chair:  Shirley Bergsma                                                           
Our meeting opened with a welcome to the members and guests present.  Guests:
· Speaker Jeremy Enarson, City of Camrose
· Rizhit Sherma, City of Camrose
· Jayla Lindberg, Augustana
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Rotary Grace, followed by lunch provided by Twists and More.
The meeting resumed at 12:15 with a welcome to those attending online and the Treaty 6 recognition.
Announcements/Updates:
· [bookmark: m_719550814267985695__Hlk178846246]District Conference in Whitehorse May 15-17- we have 6 members attending so far.  Anyone else want to come?  The Club will pay the conference registration, but members are on their own for transportation and accommodation. Please see Lou or Morris about how to register.
· Ribfest Fundraisers seem to work well for many Rotary Clubs.  We received an invitation from a travelling Ribfest organization to book a date.  They are in Leduc this year June 12-14.  It would be great if someone would attend and find out firsthand what is involved in hosting one.  Potential event for next year. See more details in the Buzz from today’s meeting.
· Larry Johnson discussed the bench program. Met with mayor and suggested he attend Arts meeting. Meet with city manager and mayor in new year and they like the idea and have some ideas as to where the city would like to place this bench. We have been asked to participate with the committee that will be in the fall. Seems like we may be able to have input in the plans.
Presentation – City of Camrose Water System, Jeremy Enarson
Manager for Engineering Services
Overview of City’s water system.
Where our water comes from? Water comes from Dried Meat Lake, then water treatment plant, reservoir storage, pump to residential.
How we treat and deliver? Regulated by provincial diversion licenses. Inflow varies year to year (drought risk). Ongoing monitoring of the levels by city employees
Water shortages in 2024 2025. Limited spring runoff; relative lack of rainfall, Lake levels below full supply, preventative action to protect long term supply
2025 Public Awareness Campaign started to inform the public. Water Restriction Stages range from 0-3. In 2024-2025 we were in Stage 1 Warning. Water levels are projecting an even lower for 2026 so we will see more warnings. Most restriction are for outdoor use.
City is cutting back and are trying to use water smartly. Leading by example.
Conservation- Toilet Rebate Program is starting again in July 2026.
Long term water supply planning
Building resilience for dry years.
Exploring new licenses; regional supply options. There is an option from Leduc currently. Projected cost 200 000 000 dollars. Looking for grants and more options.
Enabling city growth. Balancing the needs of our city and potential growth issues.
Asset management programs, monitor pipe condition, replace high risk infrastructure first, reduce service disruptions, protect public investment. City used the “Smartball test” and fortunately we have zero leaks at this time. Good news currently.
Recent capital projects
Reservoir roof replacement. Protects treated water storage, Extends infrastructure life.
2024 - North reservoir (done)
2026 - South reservoir
Marler drive underground replacement.
Replace aging utilities, coordinated with surface rehabilitation. 2023 phase 1- done 2025 phases 2a done and in 2026 phase 2b to complete Marler Drive.
WTP Filter Replacement - Replace existing infrastructure inside work as it is aging. (38 years old) Reduce risk of failure, Increase capacity of plant.
Moving forward
Emerging Issue: Lead Management
Eliminating health risk for residential properties
Quantify the risk (less than 100 properties in the city) pipes leading to residential home
March 9 - Council approved Lead Management Policy
Short-term and long-term actions are being created to deal with the lead in Camrose water.
Overarching Goals for Camrose Water. High quality water (safe; tasteless/odorless)
Reliable - Adequate pressures flows for fire protection, quick responses to break (reactive)
Managing our assets (condition assessments, proactive replacement.
More information available at Camrose.ca
Thank you for your presentation.
Happy Bucks –
· Kim reports first Canada Goose
·  Kevin son in Scotland touring
· Tim hosting voice coach from Augustana and Friday there is a presentation at Augustana
· Ron – busy trip of work, fun and more, built dining rooms, two water wells. Sheralyn illness but she is on the mend.
· Sheila’s mom is home from hospital and doing well.
· Lou celebrating Women’s Day and how proud of being a woman in Rotary
· Shirley B tour though Panama Canal.
Next meeting: next Tuesday, March 17 at 6:00 pm, Zoom meeting will start at 6:45. Since our meeting falls on St. Patrick’s Day, we will be celebrating everything Irish and having a bit of a St. Paddy’s Day party!  Mad Platter Catering will provide an Irish-themed meal.  Please register in advance for dinner by email to rotarycamrose@gmail.com. by end of day on Sunday, March 15.  Don’t forget to wear your green or the faeries might be mischievous!
[bookmark: m_719550814267985695__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
Sincere thanks to Kim Boyco for looking after registrations, Shirley Bergsma for chairing this meeting, Morris Henderson for looking after Zoom and Jenn Stone for taking notes at the meeting. Special thanks to Lisa Rohr planning and Jenn for picking up lunch from Twists and More.
Hope to see you next week!
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