Meeting Notes
[bookmark: m_-8318960937029443233__Hlk181444168][bookmark: m_-8318960937029443233__Hlk186715071]REGULAR MEETING:   April 7, 2026
                                    Meeting Chair:  Destiny Reay                                             
Our meeting opened with 13 members (10 in person, 3 on line) and one guest.  Destiny welcomed the members present.
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Treaty 6 recognition.
Presentation:  Battle River Watershed Alliance – Sarah Skinner (slides from the presentation attached)
Sarah received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Environmental Studies from Augustana.  She is the Program Manager for the Battle River Watershed Alliance (BRWA).  The BRWA is a nonprofit, nongovernmental, nonregulatory organization overseen by a multistakeholder Board of Directors.  November 2026 will be the 20th Anniversary of their founding. Their purpose is Education, Stewardship and Management of the Battle River and Sounding Creek watersheds.  They are one of eleven groups in the province’s “Water for Life” program.  The program focuses on delivering safe water, supporting aquatic health, and ensuring sustainable supply for the economy.  Their mandate is 1. Reporting 2. Planning 3. Convening and collaborating education and literacy.
The Battle River starts just southwest of Pigeon Lake and runs past Wetaskiwin, Camrose, Forestburg, Wainwright emptying into the North Saskatchewan river at North Battleford. The river is prairie-fed, relying solely on local rain and snow runoff without any glacier supply from the mountains.  It is very sensitive to local land use and climatic conditions.
The BRWA makes management recommendations, educates and engages people of all ages, monitors and reports on the watershed.  There is a 300-page book “Our Battle” which they are working on condensing.  Their website has documents on a variety of topics relevant to the watershed.  Currently we are in a Stage 2 Moderate Drought with a water shortage advisory since May 2023.
Water quantity stream flow is measured at three sites.  Alberta also has an Alberta River Water Quality Index that measures metals, nutrients, bacteria, and pesticides in the water.  Nutrients are a key parameter of concern as are pesticides especially at Dried Meat Lake.   Shoreline and streambank (riparian) conditions are also assessed.  The shoreline of the Battle River, spanning 10,000 km, and 3,000 km along Sounding Creek have been evaluated, as reported at Riparian.info. 
Biodiversity land cover is related to native species intactness.  The Wainwright Military training area has preserved a large area.  BRWA rely on “Citizen Science” for data.  This program includes River Observer, Lake Observer, Invasive Species Monitoring, Bird Monitoring.  They have a pamphlet explaining how to get and use these programs.
They have funding for agricultural and community projects on habitat, biodiversity, water monitoring and caretaking. They have pamphlets for youth education from grade 4 level to grade 12 level.  They have pamphlets for the community including “Paddle the Battle”, Watershed Festivals, Workshops and Field Days, Community and Partner Events such as Weed Pulls and Planting Projects.  They also make presentations to municipalities.   Website www.battleriverwatershed.ca They have a social media presence on Facebook, You Tube and Instagram. 
Sarah answered questions and was thanked with an announcement that we would be buying a number of polio vaccinations in her name.
Announcements/Updates:
· [bookmark: m_-8318960937029443233__Hlk210643789]Community Bowling event April 19 – Rotary Camrose is hosting a bowling afternoon from 2-4 at Tabb Lanes.  We will have Rotary and Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library information and some raffles.  This is a Pay What You Can event intended to showcase the ways that Rotary gives to the community. Poster attached for you to share widely.
· Pedal Pub event May 9 – recent email sent out with all the details of this fundraising event.  Rotary Camrose is bringing a Pedal Pub bike to Camrose for one day.  We will have 4 trips around the City, each with 15 riders. Rotarians get a chance to reserve a seat before we open it up to the public on April 9 at 8am. Contact Lou at lou.henderson.rotary@gmail.com.  Only 11 seats still available of the limit of 60.
· Proposed field trip to Miquelon Lake Observatory on May 19 for our evening meeting. Lou is wondering how many are interested in doing this instead of a regular dinner meeting.  The plan is to carpool to the park for a picnic lunch, followed by a tour of the Observatory. At this time of year, it will not be dark enough for stargazing, but you will get lots of information about what the University is doing at the Observatory.  If you think you would like to go you can let Lou know by April 14.
· We have received 9 Robyn Gray Scholarship Applications.  Allan, Destiny and Tim volunteered to assess the applications and recommend two recipients for this year’s scholarships.
Happy Bucks
· Tim for the Mannskor, Sangkor Concert on April 11 at 7 PM in the Augustana Faith and Life Chapel and for Easter with his family.  
·  Lisa for the time spent with her family this Easter.
· Kevin for the trip to Vancouver Island to visit his son and other relatives and a visit with his mother in the Okanagan on the way home.
· Lou for the successful upcoming Pedal Pub Event on May 9.  Only 11 spots remain. Any left will be opened to the public on April 9.  Sign up has been so successful they are planning for a return event in September.
· Odell, though he normally likes snow, expressed displeasure about the April snows.
· Shannon enjoyed the book that Tim recommended to her.
· Jackie L is in Saskatchewan working on a renovation project for her parents, they are almost done.
[bookmark: m_-8318960937029443233__Hlk196991478]Next meeting – Next Tuesday, April 14 at 11:45am. Zoom will start at 12:15.  Cathy Samson, a member of the Rotary Club of Wainwright will talk to us about her recent visit to the Rotary Literacy Project locations in Guatemala. Lunch from Pasta Kulture. There will be a Board Meeting here immediately following.
[bookmark: m_-8318960937029443233__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
Sincere thanks to Lou Henderson for looking after registrations, Destiny Reay for chairing this meeting, Morris Henderson for looking after Zoom and Odell Olson for taking notes at the meeting. High 5 to Lisa Rohr for bringing breakfast snacks for us to enjoy.
Hope to see you next week!
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