Meeting Notes
REGULAR MEETING:   May 12, 2026
                                    Meeting Chair:  Kim Boyco
Our meeting opened with a welcome to the members and guests present.  Guests:
· Lola Valle-Ledesma
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Rotary Grace, followed by lunch provided from the Co-op Deli. 
The meeting resumed at 12:15 with a welcome to those attending online and the Treaty 6 recognition. 
Announcements/Updates: 
· Pedal Pub event May 9 – Great success, lots of fun. Another date in September 2026. Book fast.
· $5,500 raised. 50/50 raised $355 for one lucky winner and booze draw won by Peggy Snydmiller.  
· Army cadets award night coming up on June 9.  Who can attend to represent our Club? Let Lou know to have her forward details.
· Shirley Rostad thanks everyone that came out to help last Thursday. We had a big turn out and it was very successful. In a couple of weeks, we have a load of bark mulch that we will need help to move it around the gardens. After that we will have weeds to pull. Your help will be much appreciated.
· Flag subscription update. We have over 150 subscriptions. We have four Rotarians and families and 5 air cadet families doing the distribution. Same place and time for pick up. Thanks to everyone who stepped up.
Presentation – Youth Exchange Student from Spain – Lola Valle-Ledesma
Jackie Millington introduced the exchange student who is living with her family. Lola introduced us to Spain.
Lola explained the details of where she lives in Spain and the weather, architecture, food and culture.
One side of Spain is on the Mediterranean and is warm, dry and water is warm.
North is very different as it has more rain and green landscape. Atlantic beaches much colder.
Languages in Spain are mostly Spanish but there are three other languages spoken in very specific areas. Galicia is a very popular spot for Catholics and other tourists. There are many different cultural ruins and churches. Traditional carnivals are celebrated in summer months. Many festivals include different costumes, food, drinks and celebrations. Parades and presentations of battles from the history.  Bull riding and horse riding celebrations are very popular. Dance parties celebrate different times of the year and seasons. Traditional dancers are both men and women.
Lola is here by an education scholarship. She was selected to come to Camrose after a very rigorous screening process that starts with ten thousand students-down to 400. Two hundred went to Canada and 200 to USA. Students don’t choose their location, but most students go to larger cities. They provided a lot of support with English written and spoken. The students are also provided with social support to handle all the things that could come up with moving to a different country. She discussed the differences with the school system. She believes here in Canada the focus on practical hands-on skills. Scholarship organizations want the students to be ambassadors of Spain and be good representation of their culture. When they return, students have presentations to explain their trip. The students are expected to volunteer with different groups in Camrose. She volunteered at Boys and Girls club.  Lola has very much enjoyed her trip and is happy she came here.
Happy Bucks – Great weekend Pedal Pub bike ride.
 It was a fantastic time but come prepared to push up some hills. We felt we were in a parade.
Weather for garden clean up was fantastic and nice to see so many people came out.
· Pedal Pub bike was a lot of fun, but it was important to know we do have to pedal up some hills. This was echoed by several members.
· Great weather for garden clean up and thanks to so many people who came out to help.
· Thank you to all the Rotarians who volunteered for the flag deployment.
Next meeting:  – next Tuesday, May 19.  This will be a road trip to Augustana’s Research Station and Observatory at Miquelon Lake.  We will meet here at the Youth Centre at 5:30 and carpool out to the park for a picnic supper.  The Augustana staff will meet us there and guide us through a tour of the facility. Please register in advance for dinner by email to rotarycamrose@gmail.com. Kim will send out an email later this week.
[bookmark: m_7897992016439908778__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
Sincere thanks to Shirley Bergsma for looking after registrations, Kim Boyco for chairing this meeting, Tina Myles for looking after Zoom and Jenn Stone for taking notes at the meeting. Special thanks to Lisa Rohr planning and picking up lunch. Hope to see you next week for our trip to the Observatory!
ROTARY JOINS LEADERS | ROATARIANS SHARE IDEAS | ROTARIANS TAKE ACTION

