MEETING NOTES
 
[bookmark: m_-1349689087545985617__Hlk186718726][bookmark: m_-1349689087545985617__Hlk186715071]REGULAR MEETING:   January 21, 2025
                                    Meeting Chair:  Alan Fielding
 
At 6pm, tonight’s Chairperson welcomed members and guests, followed by O Canada and the Rotary Grace.  We then had and enjoyable time for dinner and fellowship.
Guests:
· Liz Rolf and Lorraine Bell – Days for Girls
· Greg Bell
· Don and Sue Forestier
· Rotary spouses Marnie Roberts, Bev Drever, Valerie Fielding
· Days for Girls team members Sarah Ross and Carla Christie
Our meeting re-convened at 6:45 pm with a land acknowledgement.
 
Announcements/Updates:
· Membership Survey
[bookmark: m_-1349689087545985617__Hlk182562208]As promised last spring, a survey has been sent out to all members asking your opinions about the combined Clubs structure and the new meeting schedule. We are hoping for lots of responses so check your email and let the Board know your thoughts. Paper copies are available if that is a better way for you to respond. Call Lou Henderson to get a paper copy. Deadline for responses is January 31
· District Conferences coming up
District Conference dates are March 14/15 in Lloydminster and May 24/25 in Edmonton. Group discount for 6 or more attendees. Please let Lou or Morris know if you plan to attend one or the other conference before registering.
· District Governor Annual Club visit
Mark your calendar for our evening meeting on February 18. We will be welcoming our District 5370 Governor, Brian Edwards, to give us his presentation about the District Action Plan and other updates.
· Rotary Youth Exchange update from Jan
Jan is on a RYE trip to Ottawa with other exchange students from our District, and others across Canada. We will hear about it at the next meeting.
 
Presentation – Liz Rolf and Lorraine Bell – Days for Girls trip to Honduras
Last October Liz and Lorraine joined a group of 6 other volunteers from Western Canada to distribute Days for Girls hygiene kits to remote villages in Honduras. They arrived in Honduras with 1,000 kits. They met local interpreters and drivers who accompanied them on their journey to Las Cascadas. They visited a number of villages and schools and gave out kits to many young women. What Liz found unusual was the number of Moms who also came to hear them and receive kits. In Honduras, school ends at age 14 or 15 so these young moms also benefit from the Days for Girls program. In addition to the supplies, the group’s mission is to also educate young women about the basics of reproduction and women’s health, a message that for most was new information. The young women were delighted with the kits and Liz and Lorraine’s slide show was uplifting. We could see the joy on the faces of the young people. The ladies shared some of the fun experiences they had with their local hosts who treated them very well indeed. They remarked on how beautiful the country is, even though spiders and snakes created some angst occasionally!
At the end of the trip, they were able to leave behind a number of kits to be distributed to even more remote villages. During the course of their visit they taught the education component to some of the local interpreters and guides so they can now pass on that vital information to others.
Liz and Lorraine ended with thanks to Rotary Camrose for their support of the Days for Girls program. Rotary thanks these ladies for the time, energy and also their own money they devote to Days for Girls and for this trip. They are truly an inspiration to all of us.  We are proud of you and the rest of your DfG Camrose team!
 
Happy Bucks
· For the joy of seeing grandkids play in the snowbanks (Cliff)
· For the strong, powerful women who contribute so much (Rob)
· Excited to announce that they are expecting again (Alyssa and Elliot)
· Happy to be home again from their cruise (Ken)
· Happy to be soon leaving for warmer climate (Don)
 
Rotary Cares Draw – ticket # 111 was drawn, the winner is Kaye Rud of Camrose, ticket sold by Don Rebus.  A Booster photo of the cheque presentation will be arranged.
Thanks to all who sold tickets and also to all who purchased tickets. We were able to sell all 300 tickets and earn a profit of $20,000 after we pay out our $10,000 in prizes. Well done everyone!
 
Next meeting – Thursday Happy Hour next week, January 30 at 5 pm at Boston Pizza Lounge.
· Next morning meeting will be on February 4, 2025, at Safety Starts Here (downstairs).
Liz will guide us through a hands-on project of preparing Days for Girls materials.
 
Wear your Rotary pin!
Reminder to show your Rotary pride by always wearing your Rotary pin when you go out in public and especially when you travel—members often meet other Rotarians around the world.
 
[bookmark: m_-1349689087545985617__Hlk517031179]The meeting was closed with the 4-Way Test. 
 
Shout out to those who helped the meeting go so smoothly: Shirley Bergsma (reception), Alan Fielding (chair), Lou Henderson (tech support and meeting notes).
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