MEETING NOTES

REGULAR MEETING:   February 4, 2025
                                    Meeting Chair:  Odell Olson

Odell called the meeting to order at 8:02 am with a welcome to members and guests including our exchange student Jan and Liz Rolf. We continued our opening traditions with the singing of O Canada and a land acknowledgement.

Announcements/Updates:
1. District Conference dates are March 14/15 in Lloydminster and May 24/25 in Edmonton.  Group discount for 6 or more attendees.  Please let Lou or Morris know if you plan to attend one or the other conference before registering. There are 7 of us registered to go to Lloydminster at this point.
2. Membership Survey - If you forgot to complete the membership survey before the Jan 31 deadline, please take a few minutes and do it right away.  Results will be reported later this month.
3. Service opportunity to serve cookies at the free Family Day Skate on Monday, February 17.  Looking for a few volunteers for a couple of hours in the afternoon at the arena.  Contact Shirley Bergsma by email if able to help (Bergsma.ts@gmail.com). This is a chance to show Rotary in Action to the community!
4. District Governor Club Visit - Mark your calendar for our evening meeting on February 18.  We will be welcoming our District 5370 Governor, Brian Edwards, to give us his presentation about the District Action Plan and other updates.

Rotary Youth Exchange update from Jan
     Jan was in Ottawa for 7 days with all the exchange students from the area. He skated on the Rideau Canal, went snow shoeing and visited a lot of museums.  He said that he enjoyed visiting with the other students the most.

Hands on Activity – Days for Girls
Liz Rolf gave each of us tasks which will aid in the assembly day for Days for Girls Kits.  She told us of the problems changes in the USA were causing for kit distribution.

Happy Bucks
Our members are grateful for many good things in their lives including:     
· 3 weeks visiting the Caribbean
· Going to two places in Alberta to talk about his book.
· Alan gave 10 happy bucks for forgetting to pay for his beer.
· Cheap Odell gave 1 happy buck because he did not get arrested for not paying for his beer and one for the snow although he admitted it could stop for a couple of days.

Foundation Moment
Rob spoke about District and Global Grants. Over 4 billion dollars have been granted so far.  The District chooses which activities to fund. Global Grants include international scholarships and measurable life changing grants.

Next meeting – Next Monday, Feb 10 at the Days Inn Salon A at 11:45. Zoom will start at 12:15.  The program for the meeting will be a presentation from FCSS with an update about their expanded mandate and changes to the organization.

Reminder to show your Rotary pride by always wearing your Rotary pin when you go out in public and especially when you travel—members often meet other Rotarians around the world!

The meeting closed with the singing of the 4-Way Test.

Sincere thanks to Odell Olson for chairing this meeting, Dean LaGrange for looking after Zoom and Alan Fielding for taking notes at the meeting.
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