MEETING NOTES
 
[bookmark: m_8459920048274239655__Hlk186718726][bookmark: m_8459920048274239655__Hlk186715071]REGULAR MEETING:   February 18, 2025
                                    Meeting Chair:  Jenn Stone
 
At 6:12 pm, tonight’s Chairperson welcomed members and guests, followed by O Canada and the Rotary Grace.  We then had an enjoyable time for dinner and fellowship. Our guests were:
· District Governor Brian Edwards
· Area Governor Patti Johnston
· Anamaria Garcia, Augustana Rotoract Club Secretary
· Kai Miebi Augustana Student
· Harmony Au, Recipient of the 2025 Rotary Scholarship
· Adan Shaikh, Camrose Booster
· Rotary Spouses Marjorie Gaede, Ellen Parker, Marnie Roberts, Michelle Engblom
· Desmond (Jamaica) - online
· Saim ? - Augustana Rotoract Club - online
Our meeting re-convened at 6:53 pm with a welcome to Zoom attendees and the Treaty Six land acknowledgement.
 
Announcements/Updates:
· Augustana Scholarship Recipient Harmony Au is from Hong Kong.  She is taking Social Sciences and Arts.  She is interested in sustainable urban planning.  She thanked Rotary for easing the financial burden of her education.  Lou read a letter from Hailey Anderson who also received a Rotary Scholarship but was unable to attend.  She is in fourth year biology and plans to train in Optometry with plans to practice in rural Alberta.
· [bookmark: m_8459920048274239655__Hlk182562208]District Conferences coming up
District Conference dates are March 14/15 in Lloydminster and May 24/25 in Edmonton. Group discount for 6 or more attendees. Please let Lou or  Morris know if you plan to attend one or the other conference before registering. We have 7 members registered so far for Lloydminster.
· Rotary Youth Exchange update from Jan
Jan told us that he had spent the long weekend playing “virtual golf”, swimming and walking around Camrose with his friends. He is staying at the Rohr’s.
 
Presentation – District Governor Brian Edwards Annual Address to Clubs
Brian Edwards began by explaining his and his family’s history.  His parents were from farms in Saskatchewan, the Qu'Appelle Valley and Melfort area.  His father tried farming after high school but quit after 8 years and went to the University of Saskatchewan in chemical engineering.  His mother went to university at age 16 continuing until her mid twenties.  His parents, with their personal histories did not tolerate “I can’t do that’.  He was born in Ontario, went to school and university there to receive a Bachelor of Science and an MBA.  He was employed by several international oil companies working in Canada, the USA and the world.  He moved to Edmonton working for Ledcor in charge of occupational health and safety. He has 5 children and 1 grandchild.  He first joined Rotary in Toronto in 2004.  He was then a single parent with 3 teenage children.  He didn’t enjoy the experience, he felt intimidated and inferior.  He worked on a project for Easter Seals (started by and linked to Rotary) and a project in East Africa with 11 other Rotarians from multiple clubs.  He enjoyed these experiences but left Rotary though he did remain a “friend of Rotary” participating in projects in Belize and Africa. 
 
When he moved to Edmonton he joined the Downtown Club.  He was welcomed and felt they sought and valued his opinions. He used this history as an illustration of the value of a good “on boarding” process.
 
He quoted Paul Harris “It is a changing world; we must be prepared to change with it.  The story of Rotary will have to be written again and again” and Rotary’s mission statement “TOGETHER, we see a world where PEOPLE unite and take action to CREATE long lasting CHANGE—across the globe, in our communities, and in ourselves.”
 
He suggested we ask ourselves 4 questions: 1. Are we doing too much? 2. Is there something that can be improved? 3. What are we not doing but should be doing? 4. What is standing in the way? He had some suggestions to help including considering team leadership, improving fellowship and fun by finding out more about other members, and collaborating with other clubs.
 
Following a discussion of the importance of Rotary’s Diversity, Equity and Inclusion program he presented Tim Parker, Jenn Stone and Ted Gillespie with certificates and pins because they took the Rotary DEI Pledge at the fall conference.  He commended the University of Alberta’s “Access, Community, Belonging” evolution of DEI. He gave everyone attending a DEI Brochure and recommended Myrna Findt’s presentation on DEI.
 
He noted the RCC was formed in 1924, the RCCD in 2002.  The RCCD still has 5 of its Charter Members.  He then reviewed what he had discovered about our clubs on our websites and Facebook page as well as our records on Rotary Central. He commended us on these products as well as our EyeOpener Bulletins, “Why I am a Rotarian” ads, photos, our involvement with the U of A Rotaract Club, RYLE, RYLA and the Youth Exchange.  He appreciated the goals recorded by both clubs in Rotary Central and asked if we had received any recognition for achieving our goals last year?  He commended our Robyn Gray and Rotary Scholarships, Little Free Libraries, the Dolly Parton program, Family Fun Day, Days for Girls, the Peace Walk, the Peace Poles, and the Global Programs in Jamaica, South Sudan and Honduras.  He spoke of the Flag Program, the Casino and other fund raisers. He also noted that both clubs have already exceeded the Regional Foundation Fund goal of 80% of members contributing (RCC 82%, RCCD 100%). 
 
He asked us to consider the Adventure Camps in Citizenship, Agriculture, Human Rights and Entrepreneurship.
 
He ended by speaking about the International Conference in Calgary and the program of the two Regional Conferences in Lloydminster in March and Edmonton in May. He emphasized that both would have an Indigenous Peoples Theme with Indigenous Culture, Food and Clothing.  There will be speakers about Human Rights, Polio Eradication, Teamwork and a “Bearpit” session.

Visit www.district5370comestoyou.ca  for more information.
 
Happy Bucks
· Trip to Tanzania including a 14-day Safari learning about the local animals and culture
· Quebec has sold out of Canadian Flags
· The Augustana Soup Supper March 2, Tim has tickets.
· His radio interview about his book, contact Tim Parker for details.
· Her newly acquired Class 2 Drivers License, she is now able to drive a School Bus.
· The enjoyment of having Jan, the exchange student stay with her family.
· Next weekend the Mesa Rotary Club has the Mesa Man of the Year Award.
· His grandson quit hockey and started running.  He won the 100, 200, 400, 600 and was 2nd in the 800-meter competition and is rated the fastest in Canada in the 600-meter run.
· Desmond is back after a long absence.
· They are off on a trip to Mexico
· His wife’s last breast cancer chemotherapy treatment
· A cruise with her husband
· Completing 692 of a goal of 1000 push ups in a fundraiser—see Destiny’s Facebook page to contribute.
· Camrose has had Rotary for 100 years and will continue to need it in the future.
· His son in law from Australia was coming to help him move in April, but he was hit by a car on his motorcycle.  He is hoping for a speedy recovery.
· Distributed cookies at the Family Day Skate.  All the kids but one was registered with the Dolly Parton Imagination Library.
· A moose spent time wandering around in his yard
· She is learning sign language and used it for the first time tonight.
 
Rotary Cares Draw – ticket #74 was drawn, the winner is Bart Orr, the ticket was sold by Morris Henderson. A Booster photo of the cheque presentation will be arranged.
 
Next meeting – Thursday Happy Hour next week, February 27 at 5 pm at Marrow (Old Feed Mill)
· Next morning meeting will be on March 4, 2025 at Safety Starts Here (downstairs). Corporal Alex Boos and Melissa Hande from the Camrose Army Cadet group will be updating us on what is happening with their unit.
 
Wear your Rotary pin!
Reminder to show your Rotary pride by always wearing your Rotary pin when you go out in public and especially when you travel—members often meet other Rotarians around the world.
 
[bookmark: m_8459920048274239655__Hlk517031179]The meeting was closed with the 4-Way Test. 
 
Shout out to those who helped the meeting go so smoothly: Kim Boyco (reception), Jenn Stone (chair), Tina Myles (tech support), Odell Olson (meeting notes).
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