Meeting Notes
 
REGULAR MEETING:   March 10, 2025
                                    Meeting Chair:  Shirley Bergsma
                                                           
Our meeting opened with a welcome to the members present and our guests:
· Alex Oliver, Camrose Probus Club
· Jan Nestler, RYE
· Marnie Roberts
 
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Rotary Grace, followed by a break for lunch and visiting.
The meeting re-convened at 12:15 with the Treaty 6 recognition and a welcome to the members joining by Zoom.
 
Announcements/Updates:
· Our Rotary member Destiny Reay is being honoured with the King Charles III medal for outstanding service to the Canadian Mental Health Association.  The ceremony will be held on March 20 from 2 - 4 pm at the CMHA office, 4711-51 Ave. Everyone welcome to attend and show Destiny how proud we are of her achievements.
· Rotary Camrose celebrated the milestone of 10,000 books distributed free of charge to children from 0- 5 yrs of age through Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Project on March 1 at the Camrose Public Library.  Kim Boyco spoke about the project and many children, and a few Rotarians attended.  
· Rotary Youth Exchange update from Jan  Jan has now been in Camrose for 6 ½ months!  He is currently living with Lisa and Ken Rohr and will be moving over to the Henderson’s hacienda next week. The highlight of this month was a trip to Hay River with the other RYE students.  He experienced many new things including commercial ice fishing, dog sledding, and a Bombardier ride.  He attended an Indigenous Festival with a talent show, jigging and dancing.  Jan has started Tae Kwon Do class and is enjoying it very much.  There is a tournament coming up on April 12.  Jan is registered to attend RYPEN Camp May 8-11.
 
Presentation:  Camrose Probus Club
Alex Oliver, Past President of the Camrose Probus Club, gave us an interesting history of the origin of Probus.  The name PROBUS is short for Professional Business.  Probus was founded in England in 1966 by Rotarians who wanted to retire from active service but retain the social aspect of Rotary.  The idea has spread across the world, and in Canada there are 247 Probus Clubs with approximately 35,000 members.  The purpose of Probus is purely social.  There is no fundraising and no projects to work on.  The Camrose Club meets monthly on the 3rd Tuesday at 9:30 am at the Days Inn.  They enjoy a speaker, or sometimes a field trip, similar to what we have at Rotary.  Many attendees get together for lunch following the meeting. Membership costs $40 for the year.  Typically, no charge for meetings, except Christmas dinner. The Club is always looking for new members.  Next meeting next Tuesday, March 18.  Please share the information with any other friends/family who might like to check Probus out.
 
Canada Flag Program Update
The Canada Flag Program was introduced to Camrose Daybreak in 2012/13 by then President John Stoddart, who learned about it from the Rotary Club of Edmonton Strathcona. Subscribers get a Canada Flag placed on their lawn for 1 week on the Victoria Day holiday (May), Canada Day and Labour Day. Current cost of the annual subscription is $65.  Rotarians, assisted by Air Cadet parents and family, put out the flags before the holiday and collect them the following week.  Ken Rohr has been helping us with route maps and is now teaching Jenn Stone to take over. The flags are stored at Safety Starts Here. The generosity of Ken and Lisa Rohr is key to the smooth operation of the program and Rotary appreciates all they do for us! Funds raised help with donations to community groups and Rotary operational costs.
How can you support this program?
· Purchase a Flag subscription (order form at CamroseDaybreakRotary.org)
· Ask your friends, family, neighbours to subscribe
· Buy a gift subscription for someone to receive a flag
· Volunteer to help with the Flag delivery and pickup (call Morris at 587-322-2555)
 
Happy Bucks
· Mexico vacation (Lou & Morris) and recognizing the amazing women of Rotary on International Women’s Day
· Spending the winter in Baja and booked to go back next winter (Ted & Louise)
· Happy that Mark Carney won the Liberal leadership (Marnie)
· 5-week vacation in Australia, mostly at Port McQuarrie (Don & Chris)
· Proud of our Alberta curlers for winning the Brier (Kevin)
· Happy to be home and going to multitudes of grandchildren’s hockey games and dance recitals (Chris)
 
[bookmark: m_-6124276526765038933__Hlk184579334]Next meeting : next Tuesday, March 18 at Days Inn at 6:00 pm, Zoom starts at 6:45
Jackie Millington will be presenting to us about the impact of Rotary Youth Exchange as a former Youth Exchange student.  As well, Jack Stuart school representatives will be on hand to receive a donation from Rotary Camrose for their inclusive playground.
 
Reminder to show your Rotary pride by always wearing your Rotary pin when you go out in public—a good way to start a conversation about Rotary.
 
[bookmark: m_-6124276526765038933__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
 
Sincere thanks to Florence Blanchette for looking after registrations, Shirley Bergsma for chairing this meeting, Lou Henderson for looking after Zoom and John Stoddart for taking notes at the meeting.
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