MEETING NOTES
 
[bookmark: m_-3757899010431170954__Hlk186718726][bookmark: m_-3757899010431170954__Hlk186715071]REGULAR MEETING:   March 18, 2025
                                    Meeting Chair:  Odell Olson
 
At 6 pm, tonight’s Chairperson welcomed members and guests, followed by O Canada and the Rotary Grace.  We then had an enjoyable time for dinner and fellowship. Guests:
· Rotary spouses Vicki Cole, Marjorie Gaede, Marnie Roberts
· Speaker and Inductee Jackie Millington and husband David
· Inductee Adan Shaikh
Our meeting re-convened at 6:45 pm with a welcome to Zoom attendees and the Treaty Six land acknowledgement.
 
Cheque Presentation to Jack Stuart School Parent’s Society
Parents and community supporters have been working hard on the Inclusive Playground Project for Jack Stuart School.  Rotary Camrose is pleased to welcome some of the parents to receive a donation of $1,000 towards the playground. The group has been fundraising for 5 years and are proud to announce that construction will begin in May.  All areas will have a rubber platform to ensure barrier-free access for all students.  An inclusive swing set is part of the equipment.
 
Announcements/Updates:
· Our Rotary member Destiny Reay is being honoured with the King Charles III medal for outstanding service to the Canadian Mental Health Association.  The ceremony will be held Thursday,  March 20 at 2 pm at the CMHA office, 4711-51 Ave.  Open house 2 – 4. Everyone is welcome to drop by and show how proud we are of Destiny’s achievements
· Rotary Youth Exchange update from Jan
Highlights of the past few weeks include a ski trip to Canyon Meadows in Red Deer, ice skating, a Rebels hockey game and making a video about welding. Jan is now at the Henderson’s home and thanks the Rohr family for hosting him and taking him to lots of fun things.
 
Induction of New Members:  Adan Shaikh and Jackie Millington
Rotary Camrose welcomes 2 new members to our Club tonight.  The members were introduced by their Sponsors Dan Cole and Lou Henderson. Jackie Millington was a Rotary Youth Exchange student to Thailand in 1991.  She is passionate about the value of RYE and has been active in the District promoting the program.  Her profession is Physiotherapy and works for AHS in Camrose. She and her husband, David, have 2 daughters: Olivia (who is our Outbound Exchange student this year) and Lily.
Adan Shaikh has lived in Camrose for 7½ years.  She was born in Pakistan and spent 2 years in Malaysia before coming to Canada. Adan is a reporter with the Camrose Booster, which she loves!  She is also a published poet.  She and husband Kabir have a son, Aryann, who is almost 3.  She feels her purpose in life is to help people find hope and healing.
The official induction to membership was done by President Odell Olson.  Welcome ladies!
 
Presentation – Jackie Millington:  The Magic of Rotary Youth Exchange
Jackie gave us a truly amazing presentation!  Her passion for Rotary Youth Exchange resonated in every story and every example of what she gained from her experience.  Jackie was selected as a Camrose RYE Outbound Student in 1990-1991 year.  She recalls that Harry and Larry were part of the selection committee.  She learned little of the language before arriving in Thailand to live with a family that spoke no English.  Learning how to use the bathroom and how to take a shower were definitely opportunities for learning and personal growth. As her Exchange year progressed she learned Thai and gained an appreciation for their culture of positivity and the importance of family.  “Heart” is a word that is used often in the Thai language and has many meanings but all related to love, caring for others and doing good for the broader community. She has brought those values to her own family. The Thai culture values actions that do good for others.  These good deeds ensure passage to the afterlife.  This belief has helped Jackie through some tough times throughout her life.
Woven through Jackie’s stories were the things she learned during her RYE year:
· Flexibility
· Learning to trust (Rotary, host families)
· Adaptability
· Willingness to try new things, being curious and open to things that are different from what we in Canada do
· Being observant and attentive to others
· Don’t squander opportunities (make that bathroom stop, never know when the next will be)
· Patience
· Realize and accept your own shortcomings, humility
After returning to Canada, Jackie continued with her education, was married and started a family.  She has been an active member of the ROTEX group.  When she found out that Conor Malone was going to Thailand she offered to teach him the Thai language and feels quite proud that she contributed to his successful Exchange year. In 2019, Jackie and a group of friends went to Thailand and Jackie was able to re-connect with her host parents who were by that time 89 and 94.  They welcomed her with love and the first thing they wanted to do was go for a meal together.
Jackie ended her presentation with a plea that Rotary would continue to see the value of the RYE program and support it.  We often question that sponsoring 1 student is a lot of $$ and is it worth it? Jackie gave us an interesting perspective on that:  it is said that in a person’s lifetime they will interact with 80,000 people.  The RYE program sends out 75,000 students each year.  If each student influences 80,000 people, that is 6 billion people for each Exchange year.  Over the 50 years that RYE has operated, that amounts to 300 BILLION people touched by RYE. The lessons these young people take with them after their Exchange year (respect and tolerance for other cultures) are a building block to Peace in our world.
 
Happy Bucks
· District Conference in Lloydminster (Sheila)
· 2½ months in Nanaimo and Fairmont (Jerome)
· Happy Birthday Vicki Cole!, and also a 10-day trip to Vietnam (Dan)
· Going on a cruise with her daughter (Patrice)
· Moving into the new home very soon (Harry)
· Great skiing (Odell)
 
Rotary Cares Draw – ticket #50 was drawn, the winner is Karen Erickson, the
ticket was sold by Jerome Stetar. A photo of the cheque presentation will be arranged.
 
Next meeting – Thursday Happy Hour next week, March 27 at 4:30 pm at Mr. Mike’s Steak House Their Happy Hour discounts only last until 5pm, so come early and order your beverage at the cheaper price.
· Next morning meeting will be on April 1, 2025, at Safety Starts Here (downstairs).
We invite members to come and discuss the Survey results (which you will receive by email in the next few days) as well as share any ideas for making our meetings more enjoyable and engaging.
 
Wear your Rotary pin!
Reminder to show your Rotary pride by always wearing your Rotary pin when you go out in public.  Great way to start a conversation about Rotary! We discovered some pins in the Rotary cabinet, so for a small donation of $5 to the Club you can take home another pin. They will be available at the next few meetings while supplies last or contact Kim to put one aside for you.
 
[bookmark: m_-3757899010431170954__Hlk517031179]The meeting was closed with the 4-Way Test. 
Shout out to those who helped the meeting go so smoothly: Kim Boyco and Shirley Bergsma (reception), Odell Olson (chair), Lou Henderson (tech support), Patrice Johnson (meeting notes).
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