Meeting Notes
 
REGULAR MEETING:   April 7, 2025
                                    Meeting Chair:  Shirley Bergsma
                                                           
Our meeting opened with a welcome to the members present and our guests:
· Jan Nestler, RYE
· Ken Roberts introduced his spouse Marnie
· Andrea C (on Zoom)
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Rotary Grace, followed by a break for lunch and visiting.
The meeting re-convened at 12:15 with the Treaty 6 recognition and a welcome to the members joining by Zoom.
 
Announcements/Updates:
· District Conference dates are May 24/25 in Edmonton.  Group discount for 6 or more attendees.  Please let Lou or Morris know if you plan to attend before registering. The Club will pay the conference fee for 1 District Conference, travel and accommodation is up to you.
· Mark your calendar for 2 upcoming Rotary events:
i. Free Family Swim at Ramada Camrose on Sunday, May 4.  We could use a couple of volunteers to talk to parents about Rotary
ii. The Magic of Rotary, an evening of magic and illusion at the Bailey Theatre on Saturday, June 14.  Stay tuned for more details. Please plan to attend and bring friends!  This is our only Rotary fundraising event planned for this Spring
iii. [bookmark: m_-3373542567920185485__Hlk194755971]Rotary International Convention in Calgary is only just over 2 months away – June 21-25!  Great opportunity to expand your Rotary knowledge and help our Calgary friends welcome the world to Alberta!
· Rotary Youth Exchange update from Jan
Jan is back staying with the Peakes on their farm where the sheep are lambing.  He went to a volleyball tournament in Calgary on the weekend.
 
Meet a Member:  Alexis Anderson 
Alexis was born in Edmonton but spent most of her childhood in Vancouver; great because she got to go swimming a lot.  When she was in grade 5 they moved to Camrose.  Her father was from Edmonton and of Ukrainian heritage.  Her mom was from Tofield.  She attended school in Camrose then went to Augustana.  She graduated with a degree in psychology and went to work for the Provincial Government in the Battle River School Division providing transition services for students. She did a lot of driving visiting all the schools.  Dr. Roger Epp recruited her as a recruitment coordinator for Augustana.  When her two sons, now almost 15 and 17 were born she reduced her work to part time working as an Academic Administrator, she enjoyed working with Carmen Person.  She obtained an MBA from Royal Roads University in 2018 in Arts Education and Leadership.  In 2020 she became Assistant Dean of Endowment Management.  Then came Covid, the severe funding cutbacks from the provincial government and major structural change.  She applied for and was appointed General Manager at Augustana where she has been able to advocate for other female administrators.  Her two sons are heavily involved in baseball and basketball.  She is grateful to Augustana, she is a first-generation university student, she has spent most of her career at Augustana where she met her best friend and her husband.     
 
Rotary Foundation Update – Ted Gillespie
Ted told us about Foundation Projects:
1. ShelterBox – this is an organization started by Rotarians.  It provides a family sized tent, cookware, dishes, cutlery, basic tools and a composting toilet in a container that can be used.    He suggested watching a video https://youtu.be/8IUrDWWkSBM.
2. PolioPlus – the District Conference at Lloydminster had three speakers.  PDG Jackie Hobal was in an iron lung during the epidemic in the 50’s.  She largely recovered though she has a slight limp but had friends who did not fare as well having to use crutches or not surviving.  Ramesh Ferris was born to a poor single mother in India where only middle- and upper-class children are vaccinated.  He got polio.  His mother placed him in an orphanage.  He was adopted by the Ferris family from Whitehorse allowing him to be treated in Canada. He now walks with crutches.  He hand-cycled across Canada to raise funds. When he returned to India, he saw the victims of polio crawling on the streets.  Jim talks to us at least annually about his story.
We are down to a handful of cases each year. They are occurring in war torn areas where there is religious and cultural opposition to vaccination. We are only an aircraft flight away from an outbreak of polio. The District PolioPlus Society consists of Rotarians who pledge to give $100 USD yearly until polio is eliminated.
Ron commented that in 1985 when the polio campaign to eradicate polio by 2000 started, the club was asked to raise $17,000 as its contribution.  They raised $23,000.
To eradicate polio there needs to be no cases for three years.  It now takes 300 million dollars a year to vaccinate, when polio is eradicated this can be spent on a lot of other problems.
 
The Rotary Foundation was established in 1947.  It has provided 6.1 billion dollars in funding to projects, 3 hundred million dollars last year.  There are 7 areas of focus for the grants: Peacebuilding and Conflict Prevention, Disease Prevention and Treatment; Water, Sanitation and Hygiene; Maternal and Child Health, Education and Literacy, Community Economic Development and the Environment.  One half of our contributions to the Annual Fund come back to the club as grants.  Goals for this year:
Daybreak Goal $7000 USD contributions $6100 USD      RCC Goal $8000 contributions $4500 56%
 Polio Plus $1500 USD at 99%                                                PolioPlus goal $4500 USD
                                                                                                      Contributions $3000 66%
 
Kiva Lending Update – Ted Gillespie
$800USD plus a new $200CAD contribution was available.  Ted chose 9 loans in 8 different countries funding women who were in business predominantly retail.  We have invested $10,400 in loans so far.
 
Happy Bucks –
· Ron G visited 7 countries in SE Asia, built a pool, pool house and gazebo at an orphanage in Columbia.  Renovating a house in Round Hill.  Syban has provided internet to the Rotary Youth Centre.  The Youth Centre can hold a total of 40 people when the preschool is in session as it has no fire alarms.
· The Roberts are going on two cruises, none of which go to a USA port.  Reykjavik to Montreal in July and Santiago Antarctica Buenos Aires in the fall.
· Jim R informed us that Pheonix is expecting its first day of 100 Fahrenheit this week, he plans to be home April 26.
 
[bookmark: m_-3373542567920185485__Hlk184579334]Next meeting : next Tuesday, April 15 at Days Inn at 6:00 pm, Zoom starts at 6:45
Michelle Hauser and team will give us a presentation about Project Halo (Support) Dogs.
 
Reminder to show your Rotary pride by always wearing your Rotary pin when you go out in public. A great way to start a conversation about Rotary!
 
[bookmark: m_-3373542567920185485__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
 
Sincere thanks to Florence Blanchette for looking after registrations, Shirley Bergsma for chairing this meeting, Lou Henderson for looking after Zoom and Odell Olson for taking notes at the meeting.
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