MEETING NOTES
 
[bookmark: m_-2838448558385814213__Hlk186718726][bookmark: m_-2838448558385814213__Hlk186715071]REGULAR MEETING:   April 15, 2025
                                    Meeting Chair:  Odell Olson
 
At 6 pm, tonight’s Chairperson welcomed members and guests, followed by O Canada and the Rotary Grace.  We then had an enjoyable time for dinner and fellowship.
· Jan Nestler RYE Student
· Signe Peake, RYE host
· Several members of Project Halo Dogs organization: Michelle Hauser, Danielle Beeson, JoAnn Yewchuk & CAAWLS member Jeffrey Friend
· Marnie Roberts
· Louise Gillespie
· Liz Rolf
Our meeting re-convened at 6:45 pm with a welcome to Zoom attendees and the Treaty Six land acknowledgement.
 
Announcements/Updates:
· District Conference dates are May 24/25 in Edmonton.  Group discount for 6 or more attendees.  Please let Lou or Morris know if you plan to attend before registering. The Club will pay the conference fee for 1 District Conference, travel and accommodation is up to you.
· Rotary International Convention in Calgary is only just over 2 months away – June 21-25!  Great opportunity to expand your Rotary knowledge and help our Calgary friends welcome the world to Alberta!
· Mark your calendar for 2 upcoming Rotary events:
· Free Family Swim at Ramada Camrose on Sunday, May 4.  We could use a couple of volunteers to talk to parents about Rotary.  Please contact Shirley Bergsma if you can help out for a couple of hours between 1-4 pm.
· The Magic of Rotary, an evening of magic and illusion at the Bailey Theatre on Saturday, June 14.  Stay tuned for more details. Please plan to attend and bring friends!  This is our only Rotary fundraising event planned for this Spring.
 
· Rotary Youth Exchange update from Jan:
· Jan is presently living with the Peake’s on their farm.  They continue to lamb and have about 35 new sheep. 
· He was notified that he made the front cover of a newspaper in Northwest Territories along with a Rotarian from that area. 
· He competed in his 1st Taekwondo competition and won 2 silvers.  He is currently a yellow belt.
· At school he is building a table in construction class and is learning how to weld two pieces of metal together.
· He is unsure if he will use these skills in his future life as he hasn’t decided what his future plans are.
 
Presentation from Project Halo Dogs
Tonight’s presenters were accompanied by their dogs (Sami, Etta, and Yhogurt.) Project Halo Dogs has partnered with CAAWLS (Chimo Animal Assisted Wellness and Learning Society).  Project Halo Dogs was founded in 2022 after there was a change to the structure of Victim Services and all dogs working with Victim Services were retired.  The founders saw the continued need for the emotional support that dogs can provide during times of distress and trauma in our communities.  Their mandate is that they can bring dogs (and their handlers) into areas of need within 24 – 48 hours across the province of Alberta.  Examples of such areas include:
A. Court support – for example. a dog is brought in to court to accompany a child or person who is a victim of a crime and needs to get on the stand 
B. School events – for example, interacting with autistic children
C. Grief counseling
D. Local events and celebrations
E. Youth programs
 
50% of the work being done by the dogs can be classified as community service.
As Project Halos Dogs only has a small number of dogs they have partnered with CAAWLS which was founded about 10 years ago. Their focus has been providing dogs for schools (kindergarten to Grade 12 and to universities). They aim to improve mental health by creating a human – animal bond. They presently have approximately 100 handlers throughout Alberta.  Dogs must have reasonable manners, be safe to interact with and have basic obedience.  Prior to becoming certified they must be tested in environments that consist of large numbers of people, loud noises, people of varying ages with and without mobility aids, etc. The dogs can be any breed and any size.  They have 2 supervised visits prior to being certified.
 
They have provided support for tragedies such as the Humbolt Bronco bus accident memorial in Spruce Grove / Stony Plain, the Leduc Highschool Fatal Stabbing, the Edmonton City Hall stabbing.  Locally Sami (and prior to Sami, Lucy) provide local volunteer work at the Women’s shelter, at the Senior’s center, at St. Mary’s hospital, with the DARE program in the schools, at Bethany, at Mental Health for the Vibe program (participants aged 13 – 17), in the library, at the Special Olympics and at other events in the county of Camrose.  Sami also is a part of the court circuit and has recently been supporting a local family going through a court hearing and sentencing in Wetaskiwin.   Sami likes to play “Hungry Hippos” with the children, and they have just launched new “I Spy” books that the children can use with the dogs. Many times, during a crisis, victims aren’t ready to talk about their feelings and the dogs provide much needed support that a human can’t. A new local dog and handler (“Abby” – handler Wendy Mueller) have just been certified to help out. 
 
The dog handlers are volunteers. They volunteer their time, but Project Halo Dogs lacks sufficient funding to offset costs for volunteers such as gas money, meals and hotels when travelling out of the home community to disaster areas .  As Camrose is Project Halo Dogs home base, they are asking to partner with the Camrose Rotary Club and feel that the club could be a driving force in championing and spreading the initiative province wide.  They feel that a letter from the Camrose Rotary Club could help to rally the other 64 Rotary clubs in Alberta and assist in making this program accessible across the entire province, transforming many Albertans lives.  Project Halo Dogs could assist in grant writing and administrative tasks but would ask for the endorsement from Camrose Rotary Club and the signatures of its members.  They would like the Camrose Rotary Club to consider being the leader of this initiative and carve a path for impactful change throughout our province.
 
Conversation ensued. Liz advised that some of the scrap material that isn’t being used by Days for Girls is being given to the maker of the “I Spy” books used with the support dogs.  Marnie also mentioned that she is aware of a similar very successful program started in Germany.
 
Happy Bucks
· Kim: visited her mother in Medicine Hat
· Liz: is friends with the lady who makes the “I Spy” books
· Jackie: Olivia (RYE student abroad in Mexico) will be home on Canada Day
 
Rotary Cares Draw – ticket #119 was drawn, the winner is Kevin Sharp, the ticket was sold by Don Rebus. A Booster photo of the cheque presentation will be arranged.
 
Next meeting –
· Thursday Happy Hour next week, April 24 at 5 pm at La Azteca Mexican Restaurant on Main Street.
· Next morning meeting will be on May 6, 2025, at Safety Starts Here (downstairs).
Rotarian Larry Johnson has a presentation about World Art for us.
· “Goodbye Jan, Welcome Home Olivia” potluck dinner at Larry and Patrice Johnson’s house on July 2nd. More details to come
 
Wear your Rotary pin!
Reminder to show your Rotary pride by always wearing your Rotary pin when you go out in public.  Great way to start a conversation about Rotary! We discovered some pins in the Rotary cabinet, so for a small donation of $5 to the Club you can take home another pin. They will be available at the next few meetings while supplies last or contact Kim to put one aside for you. Also, we have a few extra END POLIO NOW pins for you to take and wear to show your support for vaccinations.
 
[bookmark: m_-2838448558385814213__Hlk517031179]The meeting was closed with the 4-Way Test.
ROTARY JOINS LEADERS | ROTARIANS SHARE IDEAS | ROTARIANS TAKE ACTION
 
Shout out to those who helped the meeting go so smoothly: Kim Boyco and Shirley Bergsma (reception), Odell Olson (chair), Ted Gillespie(tech support), Jackie Millington (meeting notes).
 

