Meeting Notes
REGULAR MEETING:   September 2, 2025
                                          Meeting Chair:  Odell Olson
Our meeting opened with a welcome to the members present, both in person and online.  No guests attending today.
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Treaty 6 recognition.
Announcements/Updates:
· The Big Camrose Block Party is coming up next Saturday, Sept 6 downtown.  We will have a Rotary Camrose booth to promote both Rotary and our Dolly Parton’s Imagination Library Project.  We are looking for volunteers who have 2 hours to lend a hand at the booth.  If you have not yet signed up contact Shirley Bergsma (Bergsma.ts@gmail.com)
· We will once again have a table at the Community Registration night at the Community Centre on Thursday, September 4.
· Rotary Cares tickets are available for sale and purchase.  See Lou to buy yours and hopefully take a few to sell. Lou will bring them to the upcoming Rotary meetings.
2025 2026 Board
a. Current Presidents Destiny Reay and Kevin Smook
b. Past Presidents Odell Olson and Jenn Stone
c. President-Elect:  Tim Parker (Daybreak) no one as yet for Noon Club
d. Secretaries:  Odell Olson and Kim Boyco
e. Treasurers:       Lou and Morris Henderson
f. Foundation Chairs:  Rob Rolf (Daybreak) no one as yet for Noon Club
g. Directors:  Shirley Bergsma (Community Service), Tina Myles (Youth Service),  Jenn Stone (PR and Communications), John Stoddart (Administration)
We do not currently have a Membership Director or a Foundation Chair for the Noon Club.  As these are areas of priority for our Club it is critical that we have someone willing to step into these roles.  Please contact Destiny or Kevin if you are at all interested.
Camrose Bench Project – Update from Larry Johnson (see attached picture of a similar bench design)
· Larry met with the Mayor and City Manager, who were supportive of the project and suggested that he meet with the Arts Committee.  Meeting with Mike Ploner arranged for October.
· Larry met with Camrose Machine & Welding.  They can fabricate the letters, estimated cost of metal $3,800 to $4,000.  CM&W will reach out to Branco Concrete about a concrete base for the bench.  The bench will be 16’ long.
· Suggestion:  should we look at selling tiles for the back of the bench as a fundraiser, priced at $50 or $100 per tile? General sense at the meeting was that this would be a good idea.
· Discussion about the location of the bench, type of finish, vandalism protection.  Initial recommendation from Larry is for the bench to be located adjacent to the Bill Fowler Centre at Mirror Lake.  A number of members expressed the importance of a high visibility location.
· Larry will continue to research costs and other considerations, and follow up with the City and the Club.
Suggestions for upcoming meetings
The Program committee will meet next week.  We would appreciate your input on what you would like to see at upcoming meetings.  Ideas for speakers, discussion topics, fun activities, even field trips are welcome.  Also, please tell us where you would like to see our Thursday Happy Hour gatherings take place.  Email your suggestions to Lou at:  lou.henderson.rotary@gmail.com.  If you would like to be involved with the program committee let Lou know and she will forward meeting info.
Happy Bucks
·   Cliff – good crops
·   Kevin – summer holiday in BC, cruise of the Bahamas, expecting first grandbaby on Sept 27
·  Tim – has been enjoying their new camper-van; invited to speak at UA Alumni dinner
·   Rob – great summer, bountiful garden – lots of garlic!
· Larry – taking a trip to India & Nepal, leaving Thursday
· Patrice – took their grandkids on a cruise Seattle to Alaska
· Shirley B – lots of great summer trips
 Food for upcoming meetings
Lisa Rohr and Christina Rehman have been researching options for providing food at our Rotary meetings.  The idea is to showcase local restaurants and invite them to stay and attend the Rotary meeting that they cater. The restaurant would be asked to supply a meal for a fixed price per meal based on average attendance.  Leftovers would be donated to an appropriate charity.
[bookmark: m_-4718728534792598772__Hlk196991478]Next meeting: Next Tuesday, September 9 at the Rotary Youth Centre at 11:45. Zoom will start at 12:15.  One of our new members, Adan Shaikh will tell us about herself and give us a sample of her latest book of poetry:  Wilted Jasmines – After the Wilt.
[bookmark: m_-4718728534792598772__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
Sincere thanks to John Stoddart for looking after registrations, Odell Olson for chairing this meeting, Morris Henderson for looking after Zoom and Lou Henderson for taking notes at the meeting. High 5 to Lisa Rohr for providing treats from Farmhouse Bakery—delicious cinnamon buns and banana bread. Hope to see you next week!
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