Meeting Notes
 
REGULAR MEETING:   September 16, 2025
                                    Meeting Chair:  Kevin Smook
                                                           
Our meeting opened with a welcome to the members and guests present and introduction of guests:
· Rotary Spouses Marjorie Gaede, Valerie Fielding, Marnie Roberts, Ken Rostad
· Bree & Jason Urkow (thanks for the tech support Jason!)
· Hetty Walgen, prospective member
· Desmond Creary, Rotary Club of Kingston (online)
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Rotary Grace, followed by dinner.
 
Our meal was provided by Pan Flame Indian Cuisine. We enjoyed Butter Chicken, Tandoori Chicken (no curry), rice and vegetables. Note that Lou has arranged for a liquor license for all of our evening meetings so those who like to enjoy a beer, wine or cooler with their meal can purchase one. Tea/coffee/water/non-alcoholic beverages are provided.
 
Our meeting was called to order at 6:45 with a welcome to online participants and a Land Acknowledgement.  The Calgary Foundation has created a Treaty 7 Land Acknowledgement video, featuring many First Nations people who speak about the importance of recognizing the indigenous culture and honoring First Nations people who came before us.  This video was shared at the Rotary International Convention in Calgary, and we wanted to bring this impactful message to our members.
 
Announcements/Updates:
· Rotary Cares tickets are available for sale and purchase.  See Lou to buy yours and hopefully take a few to sell.
· Annual dues invoices were emailed in early July.  If you have not yet paid please do so
· A sign-up sheet is circulating, asking for volunteers to help with some tasks at upcoming meetings.  Please sign up for the meetings you will be able to attend.
Liz Rolf Advocacy Award:
The Days for Girls Advocacy Panel has selected Liz Rolf to be recognized for her unfailing efforts to advocate for this program wherever she goes.  Last year she was part of a group who distributed kits in Peru, and she is going to India this fall on another distribution trip. Thanks to the way Liz spreads the word with others, Days for Girls receives donations from individuals and businesses. Liz and the Days for Girls Team Leader Sarah Ross make a great team to lead our very successful Days for Girls group in Camrose.  We are proud of you, Liz, and proud to support the important work this organization carries out.
 
Paul Harris Award:
Past President Odell Olson presented current President Destiny Reay with a Paul Harris +2 pin.  For each $1,000 US a Rotarian donates to the Rotary Foundation they receive a pin with another jewel to recognize their financial support of the work of The Rotary Foundation. These donations are not done all at once.  The funds accumulate until a milestone is achieved and a new pin is issued.  November is Rotary Foundation month so please keep the Foundation in mind if you have the means to make a donation of any amount.  Contact Rob Rolf or Don Rebus to make that happen.
 
Presentation – Dean John Parkins, University of Alberta Augustana Campus
Dean Parkins has been in Camrose just over 1 year and is pleased that he recognizes some of the faces in the room.  Dean Parkins came to Augustana from the North Campus of UofA, with the intention of using his background and experience to help grow the campus and a goal to make Augustana the best it can be.  Highlights of his first year as Dean of Augustana Campus:
· Introduced the community web page uab/anyone
· AUC is unique, providing high quality undergrad programs in an intimate environment. In an authentic community environment, students can focus on building pathways to rural careers with a Top 5 (UofA) education.
· John gave an overview of the 5 degree programs offered at AUC and noted that we are in the 2nd year of the Rehab Medicine degrees in Physical/Occupational/Speech Therapy
· Current year has 950 students on campus; increase in Rehab enrollment but a decline in International Students
· Looking forward to a new season for the Vikings
· John gave suggestions for engaging with students and the campus- uab/anyone/Augustanaresearch
What’s next for Dean Parkins and Augustana:
· Working on programs that more clearly provide career pathways, eg, combined 2+2 degree with the Faculty of Agriculture (2 years Camrose + 2 years North Campus)
· Building a Co-operative Education program that allows students to gain practical experience
· Partnered program with the Faculty of Native Studies
· Proposals to government to start a full education degree at Augustana and a degree in Health Sciences
 
Happy Bucks –
· Varghese – son Robin got married – it seems there were multiple wedding celebrations in Slave Lake and Edmonton
· Tim – great trip to Ft. Mac to present.  Also, a hat was left at his house in the summer—if you are missing a colorful bucket hat contact Tim
· Odell- the Men’s Shed has finished 4 new Little Free Libraries.  Now they are off to be decorated by CMHA clients
· Lou-happy that Morris is feeling much better and grateful for all the care and concern from other Rotarians and friends
· Chris R – thanks to Christina R for doing such a good job with the food
· Kevin-pleased with the great turnout at tonight’s meeting
 
Rotary Cares Draw – ticket #292 was drawn, the winner is Tyler Weber (Weber Funeral Homes , the ticket was sold by Lou Henderson. A Booster photo of the cheque presentation will be arranged.
 
Next meeting:   Happy Hour next Thursday, September 25 at the Jokers Den Lounge in the Camrose Casino at 5pm.  Bring a guest!  There is no meeting the following week so the next regular meeting is Tuesday, October 7 at 8:00 am. Olivia Millington will be telling us all about her Exchange year in Mexico.
 
[bookmark: m_5321178152396653794__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
 
Sincere thanks to Shirley Bergsma for looking after registrations, Kevin Smook for chairing this meeting, Lou Henderson for looking after Zoom and Debbie McIntosh for taking notes at the meeting. Special thanks to Lisa Rohr and Christina Rehman for arranging for our meal.
 Hope to see you next week at Happy Hour!
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