Meeting Notes
 
[bookmark: m_135692659863563373__Hlk181444168][bookmark: m_135692659863563373__Hlk186715071]REGULAR MEETING:   October 7, 2025
                                                  Meeting Chair:  Destiny Reay                                               
Our meeting opened with a welcome to the members present, both in person and online. 
· Chris introduced Sue and Bob from Australia. Chris told the story of how she introduced Sue to Rotary in 2005.
· Jackie introduced her daughter Olivia, husband David and mother Bonnie who are attending for Olivia’s presentation about her exchange.
We continued with the singing of O Canada and the Treaty 6 recognition.
 
Announcements/Updates:
· Rotary Cares raffle tickets for 2026 are available to be sold and purchased-see Lou
· District 5370 Fall Assembly is coming up on Saturday November 8 in Edmonton.  Great opportunity to see what other Clubs are up to, and what resources are available from the District Office.  Details in the last Connections newsletter.
· Circulating a sign-up sheet for helping at meetings – things like starting coffee, putting tablecloths on tables, putting out chairs, setting up food area with plates, cutlery and food
· Thanks Tim Parker for the donation of cutlery--we should have enough for our meals
 
Presentation – Olivia Millington, Rotary Exchange Experience in Mexico 2024 2025
 
Why Mexico? Sonora Hermosillo
Rich Culture, Spanish, Unique Food, Weather, Ambience and Music
Olivia discussed the food she learned to eat and make. Discussed the many famous landmarks in Mexico and the rich culture that she learned about. No manches!
Discussed strong family culture, Dia de los Muertos, Dia de los reyes and many folklore dancing.
Sonora is where she was located. They love their tacos and steaks. Strawberries and Cream! Area has amazing architecture with lots of arches and snowboarding on sand dunes. Music Banda Norteno was very impressive. Rodeo, off roading and yachting were very popular.
Olivia discussed the food, language, famous landmarks and culture of Hermosillo where she lived for her exchange. Many churches, mall (air conditioning) and hiking up the mountain to see the city. Semana Santa is a loud parade at night! Very interesting evening.  Olivia met several other exchange students from all over the world.
Differences with Exchange in Mexico. Families pay for their kids go on exchange and the families who send out their children must host a student in their home. There was an inbound orientation camp first week when she arrived. There were many inbound activities in the city. Volunteering required. Sorting food for food bank, walking stray dogs from the shelter and volunteer with Rodeo.
 
What being an exchange student meant to Olivia
· responsibility to promote Canada and her home life.
· lots of new friendships and promoted kindness no matter what the drama!
· learned to be brave and adapt with different situations.
·  plans now that she is home is to stay in touch with her Spanish friends to keep her language skills.
· she saw what the world looks like outside of Canada.
Sue from Australia
Sue introduced us to her club in Australia. Twelve members in the club.  She told us about the district area and fundraising ideas. Sugar Cane burning events. Great to hear about a different club.
 
Happy Bucks
· Kevin is a grampa!
· Johnsons’ India and Nepal visit. Festivals like crazy!
· Shirley B visited Iceland. Northern Lights was not too exciting for an Albertan.
· Tim is back from Toronto visit. Brain conference in Wetaskiwin.
· Jackie Hockey mom back at it. Yah Lilly!
· Sue and Bob off to East coast of Canada
· Jenn wedding dress shopping with daughter
· Lou had a weekend with her high school friend, saw The Simon & Garfunkel Story at the Mayfield Dinner Theatre
 
[bookmark: m_135692659863563373__Hlk196991478]Next meeting– Next Tuesday, October 14  at the Rotary Youth Centre at 11:45. Zoom will start at 12:15.  Jim Rasmussen will give us an update on Polio Eradication status, accompanied by video presentations. The following week on October 21 will be the induction of 4 new members.
 
[bookmark: m_135692659863563373__Hlk517031179]Meeting Closed with the 4-Way Test.
 
Sincere thanks to John Stoddart for looking after registrations, Destiny Reay for chairing this meeting, Morris Henderson for looking after Zoom and Jenn Stone for taking notes at the meeting. High 5 to Shirley Bergsma for bringing the delicious muffins and loaves, and setting up for the meeting.
Hope to see you next week!
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