
The April book selection for the Rotary Book Club is The 
Eagles of Heart Mountain. A story of football, incarcera-
tion, and resistance in World War II America, The Eagles 
of Heart Mountain honors the resilience of extraordinary 
heroes and the power of sports in a sweeping and inspira-
tional portrait of one of the darkest moments in Ameri-
can history.

Get your copy today and reserve the date of Tuesday, 
April 20th from 5pm-6pm to join the Book club discus-
sion. Contact Bob Gerst or the Rotary office to get the 
Zoom link.   

KATE EVANS
SUCCESS OF THE COSMIC CRISP APPLE
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Rotary 
Opens Up 

Opportunities

THURSDAY, APRIL 1, 2021
SEE THE PROGRAM ONLINE AT YAKIMAROTARY.ORG

FOR THURSDAY’S MEETING
Greeters – Jane Davis, Chip Topping

Music – David Rogers
Invocation – Bob Romero

Sergeant-at-Arms – Casey Corr
Program – Jon DeVaney

Rotarians Are Going Places – Soneya Lund

FUTURE PROGRAMS
April 8th – Jon DeVaney, Protecting Washington’s Food System & 

Workforce
April 15th – Yakima Police Chief Matt Murray, Community Policing
April 22nd – Eric Pettigrew, Seattle Kraken National Hockey League
April 29th – Ron Gengler, The Impact of Covid-19 on Mental Health

Dr. Kate Evans is a Professor of Horticulture at Washington State University’s Tree Fruit Research Ex-
tension Center in Wenatchee.  A prominent woman in STEM, Dr. Evans leads WSU’s pome fruit breed-
ing program which aims to create new varieties of apples and pears.  This includes the development and 
recent successful launch of the Cosmic Crisp, a tasty new apple with traits specifically selected to grow 
well here in Washington State.

As you might expect in a state famous for its outstanding apples, pears, and cherries, WSU is a global 
leader in tree fruit research.  Professor Evans is a prime example of this global reach and prominence.  She came to WSU in 
2008 from the United Kingdom where she was the Senior Research Leader at the East Malling apple and pear research lab, 
having previously completed a B.Sc. in Genetics and Plant Biology at Leeds University and a Ph.D. at Durham University.

In her work, Dr. Evans uses genetic analysis to find the gene markers associated with traits that make for fruit that grows 
well, resists pests and diseases, and—most importantly—tastes great.  This allows her to narrow the range seedlings that 
should be raised to maturity for further evaluation, to those that are most likely to be successful.  Her work can shave years 
off the variety development process, which means we should see more exciting new apple and pear varieties coming out of 
her program at WSU in the years ahead!

Professor Evans has four children aged fifteen to twenty-one, and when not in the lab, the orchard, or singing the praises of 
the Cosmic Crisp, she is a member of the Columbia Chorale.

Volunteers are needed to help with 
the Covid-19 Vaccination call center 
scheduling appointments. The center 
is running Monday-Friday from 8am 
to 5pm. Volunteers can do 2, 4 or 8 

hours shifts. 

If you are interested in helping, please 
contact Jocelyn Castillo at jocelyn.

castillo@co.yakima.wa.us. 

ROTARY BOOK CLUB
VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITY 



Zoom Breakout sessions at 9am, 10am & 11am covering the following Rotary topics:

 •  Club Leadership
 •  Club Secretary
 •  Club Treasurer
 •  Membership
 •  Public Image & Marketing
 •  The Rotary Foundation & International Service
 •  Community Service
 •  Fundraising
 •  Youth Services
 •  Adapting to Grow Rotary
 •  Rotary 101

There is no cost to participate. Registration is underway. For more information you can go to our District website at 
www.rotary5060.org or contact the Rotary office at 452-8332. 

    

- REVIEW -

President Jennifer welcomed everyone to Thursday, the happi-
est day of the week. The first minutes before our official start 
are always full of fun conversation. Chris Rankin and Paul 
Schaake led the way with greetings. In lieu of music, we were 
treated to a recording of Kate Loeb’s nieces Finley and Brody 
Miller reciting the Pledge of Allegiance. It was absolutely ador-
able! Tim Carlson’s invocation reflected on the sunshine and 
the beauty of our environment and surroundings. Announce-
ments from President Jennifer included a reminder to com-
plete the survey sent on Monday about returning to in-person 
meetings, a volunteer opportunity to help at the vaccine call 
center, the student desk building project going on this week-
end, the work of the Racial Justice Ad Hoc Committee to use 
our Facebook page to encourage vaccinations, and our virtual 
fundraiser to be aired on KAPP TV on May 13th at 7pm.  Bob 
Udell followed with a March Madness themed sergeant-at-
arms. Mike Hummel’s Rotarians Are Going Places featured 
Rob Vickers who recently joined Capital Advisors Wealth 
Management.

Fellow Rotarian Cheri Marusa joined us from Cle Elum to in-
troduce our program speaker, Tobias Levey. Tobias is the Vice 
President of Real Estate Transactions at Forterra. Every place 
that he has lived - 12 different cities and 8 different countries 
- communities are facing the same challenges, they are see-
ing people sleeping in the streets, they are seeing the forests 
around them burn, and seeing that government doesn’t have 
the money to solve. It needs more creative solutions than just 
adding another tax dollar at another problem. 

Forterra is working to align private business interest with 
public good – those are increasingly becoming disconnected as 
the population gets denser. In some ways they feel like Thomas 
Jefferson that when a society tips from agrarian to urban, a 
value system is lost. There is an opportunity for a small num-
ber of people to make a huge difference. For Forterra it is in 
two areas, working forests and working farms on one hand and 
homes on another hand and how they can reconnect them. 
Many homes especially in the downtown areas are constructed 
out of imported skill and concrete. Is that necessary in a place 
that that has so many natural resources like Washington? They 
recognize an urgent need for work force housing. If they can 

provide that by using domestic timber to build homes that are 
beautiful and part of the community, they can make an impact 
on those families lives.

Forterra has already been working on the forest side in our 
community. The Teanaway land acquisition is one example of 
their work. They just completed the purchase of 4,500 acres 
not too far from Cowiche to preserve an elk corridor. They 
are also working with smaller landowners that wish to donate 
their land so they are protected in perpetuity and are trying to 
ramp up a farmland program where farmers that do not wish 
to subdivide their property into commuter areas or city areas 
can receive the replacement value for what profit the land 
would have brought and use the money towards continued 
farm operations (conservation easement). They are investing 
in a mass timber plant in Darrington, Washington. Mass tim-
ber are large wood panels that were industrialized in Europe in 
the 1990s. They are the best shot they believe they have at Lego 
type prefabricated affordable housing using local resources to 
reach the people they want to help. The more they get into it 
the more complicated they realize it is. The points in the chain 
they have chosen to focus on are construction costs. They are 
making 65 forest and farm acquisitions per year and have en-
titled enough downtown land to support 1,000 new affordable 
housing units. 
 
In the questions and answer session, we learned that their do-
nor base includes traditional tax-deductible philanthropy with 
70% coming from big donors and the rest from small dona-
tions. They raised $20 million in grants last year, $5 million in 
pure philanthropy, and are using a social impact investment 
vehicle called the Strong Communities Fund that provides 
a way to invest with a 2% return. Their dedication to East-
ern Washington is important to them because of the beauty 
of the natural landscape and the wish of people to do good 
here. Traditionally they started out as the Land Trust of King 
County and merged with the Land Trust of Snohomish County 
and the Land Trust of Kittitas County. They are involved with 
the purchase of property for urban parks for Black and Latinx 
communities that can’t live near a public park. Over the next 
10 years, they have a goal of 100,000 acres of conservation and 
1,000 affordable housing units.

CLUB TRAINING EXPERIENCE
Saturday, May 1, 2021



NEw DATE
MARCH 27, 2021

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ROTARY AUCTION 

SPONSORS

Platinum

gold

silver

bronze 

For more information on how you can get your company’s name added to the list, 
please contact the Rotary office at yakimarotary@yakimarotary.org or 961-9242.
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WATCH ME

May 13, 2021  |  7pm 

VIRTUAL CELEBRATION 
AND TELETHON FUNDRAISER

ABC/KAPP TV Channel 35

Presented by
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