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Eric Pettigrew has a diverse background of work experience in all levels of government, the private sector,
and the nonprofit sector. He served as Deputy Chief of Staff for Public Safety to former Seattle Mayor Norm
Rice. He also worked as a recruiter to increase diversity in the UW School of Social Work. Likewise, he was
the former Director of the Minority Youth Health Project, which worked to reduce teen pregnancy and
sexually transmitted disease rates in Seattle.
In 2002 Eric was elected to the Washington State House of Representatives and served in that capacity for
18 years. As a Representative for the 37th Legislative District, Eric worked to promote economic development, create new affordable housing opportunities, and expand educational opportunities for every child
in Washington- regardless of race or economic status.
In 2010, Eric was chosen by his peers to serve as House Democratic Caucus Chair. The caucus chair is the third-ranking
leadership position within the HDC, which, at the time, made Eric the highest-ranking African American in the Legislature.
Eric studied sociology and counseling psychology at Oregon State University on a football scholarship. After graduation
from OSU in 1982, Eric moved to Seattle to study social work at the University of Washington. He received his master’s
degree two years later.
Eric currently works as the Vice President of Government Relations and Outreach for the Seattle Kraken Hockey Team.
Aside from his professional responsibilities, Eric has been heavily involved in community service for many years. He has
served as a past president of the Rainier Valley Chamber of Commerce. He has also served on the board of the Rainier Vista
Boys and Girls Club and the ACT Theatre. Additionally, Eric has been a little league baseball and basketball coach.
He lives in Renton with his wife Nicole and has three adult children- Justin, Denae and Linda.
FOR THURSDAY’S MEETING
Greeters – Dave Heinl. Angela Gonzalez
Music – Linda Kaminski
Invocation – Amy Maib
Sergeant-at-Arms – Jedean Corpron
Program – Cheri Marusa
Rotarians Are Going Places – Kerry Kesey

FUTURE PROGRAMS
April 29th – Ron Gengler, The Impact of Covid-19 on Mental
Health
May 6th – Lowell Kruger, Yakima Housing Authority and Chuck
Austin Place
May 13th – Gonzaga University President Thayne McCulloh,
Leadership
May 20th – Yakima Rotary Academic Scholarship Awards

THE ROTARY FOUNDATION GALA
This fast paced 60-minute virtual gala for The Rotary Foundation is Rotary
International’s Call to Action. In the past year donations to the Foundation globally have increased by 6% BUT the demand has doubled. A ticket to the event of
$100 plus applicable fees will be 75% applied to the Annual Fund of The Rotary
Foundation and 25% to the PolioPlus Fund. Speakers will include Rotary’s First
female RI President, Jennifer Jones; Master of Ceremonies Past RI Director Jeffry Cadorette; Rock and Roll Hall of Fame guitarist for the band RUSH, Alex
Lifeson; and World Champion “Flair” bartender Tom Dyer. To purchase your
tickets and/or make a donation to The Rotary Foundation, please go to trellis.
org/rotary-gala.

- REVIEW Bob Gerst and Gail Weaver did a tremendous job of warmly greeting members and guests as they logged into the meeting. As part of
that Elisabeth Tutsch was highlighted in this week’s Get to Know This
Rotarian. She was born in Idaho, graduated from high school and
college in Michigan, and had stops in Oregon, Nebraska, and Massachusetts along the way. She talked about her current book read,
“The Eagles of Heart Mountain” and that our weekly meetings are
something that she looks forward to. Charlie Robin’s musical choice
of “Gee, Officer Krupke!” from West Side Story was perfect given
our speaker was Chief Matt Murray. David Lynx invocation included
excerpts from Dale Carnegie’s book “How to Stop Worrying and Start
Living” as a reminder that happiness comes from within. Announcements were made by John Cooper and President Jennifer. With a
video presentation John invited all of us to be a part of a Zone Foundation Virtual Gala Event “Celebrate our Foundation” taking place
May 12th from 5pm -6pm. Funds raised go to benefit the good works
of The Rotary Foundation. President Jennifer shared that the very
next night on May 13th at 7pm on KAPP-TV was our virtual fundraising Yakima Rotary: A Century of Service.
The next announcement will go down as one of my favorites as Scott
Wagner had the honor of introducing our newest Honorary member,
Lorna Huck. Lorna became a part of our Rotary family over 10 years
ago when she was hired to work in the Rotary office. Born and raised
in Yakima, she has been married to her husband Brent for 34. Together they have three wonderful, successful kids. If you asked her what
her most important job is – the answer would be mom. Rotary discovered a couple of decades ago that a lot of great moms make great
Rotarians. Lorna is the person who knows all about your attendance,
can tell you about a committee meeting, answer questions about an
upcoming event, help our new members navigate the Rotary Education blue badge process, and much, much more. Her two daughters
joined in to say congratulations as well. It was great fun! Welcome to
Rotary!
Kellie Connaughton’s sergeant-at-arms followed with a delicious lowtech trivia game in honor of the Girl Scout cookie month all while
munching cookies from the boxes that surrounded her. The end of
the meeting came with Rotarians Going Places celebrating White Pass
Ski Area with pictures of Rotarians skiing and enjoying the beauty of
the snow.
Quinn Dalan introduced our speaker, Yakima Police Chief Matt Murray. He began his presentation by sharing an incident that had happened the night in which officers spent 4 hours deescalating a situation with a man wielding a machete at Home Depot. The situation
was handled without any use of force or escalation. He was so proud
of their work but was also dismayed that people in the crowd watching
were encouraging the man to confront the police and encouraging the
police to shoot the man. The police were doing exactly what America
is asking them to do – preserve life. The country is begging the police
to change their tactics; community and society needs to evolve too –
it just can’t be law enforcement. If preservation of life is paramount,
there may be times where it causes inconvenience for those around
the situation that will require patience as the issue is resolved.
He has logged over 2,188 miles of walking Yakima streets (almost 95%
of streets) for the purpose of having interactions between community
members and police that are not law enforcement related. One of the
things that came of his walks was driving around Garfield Elementary
every morning to greet the kids as they arrived at school. Through
that process he realized that there was a lot of things that he couldn’t

do much about in the day-to-day challenges faced by the students, but
he could do something about was graffiti. He wanted those kids in
that neighborhood to never see graffiti as they walked to school again.
For over a year, every single morning Chief drove the neighborhood
abating graffiti. In 2019 there were 870 requests in Yakima for cleanup. Last year there were 5,700 requests from him alone. When asked
why he does it; the answer is hope. A conversation with a local business owner who was going to leave the neighborhood when his lease
was up was the catalyst for his next story. The business owner shared
the problems he was having with 2 neighboring houses. One was a
drug house, that was easy for Chief Matt to take care of. The second
house was more challenging. Chief added the location to his daily
routine. The house was surrounded by bad cars, all the windows were
covered with blankets, with trash covering the lawn that included
toys. He called code enforcement, dog catcher, and parking enforcement. He sicked everyone on them. One day, he and one of the people
living there exchanged words – the resident was saying he was being
harassed – Chief tried to talk to him telling him he was doing a graffiti
run. No message from either one was getting through. An hour later
in a meeting he kept hearing about what the Dispute Resolution Center does to help families by asking the questions “what would it take
for you to change your life.” He reflected on those words, and realized
he never asked what he could do for them. The next day, he drove by.
There were 4 little kids and the man trying to push a car up the hill
into the driveway. Chief said hello, the kids said hello and as he turned
around the man asked him for a favor not to tow his car today. Chief
said absolutely. He asked what his family needed. They had a broken
furnace and no windows. He called Sarah Augustine, the Executive
Director of the Dispute Resolution Center. Her team showed up at the
house and embarked on a relationship that has been on-going. They
were able to get the four children into virtual learning and services
through with Madison House, fix the furnace, get in touch with the
landlord, and address a bedbug and roach infestation. The gentleman
that Chief Matt initially met with has gone through treatment and has
entered clean and sober housing and is working with a mentor.
The partnership with Dispute Resolution Center is a strategy that has
been shown to work throughout the country. It is about getting to the
root of violent crime by identifying the worst of the worst to allocate
resources and efforts into enforcing laws they are breaking, but to also
have a partner that can ask questions. For Yakima, it has led the way
to a shared vision. The police are good at finding them, they need help
fixing the problem. Does the Dispute Resolution Center have the budget to help with things like repairing a furnace – no, but it is the vision
of where they hope to go through community partnerships. It includes
having the funding for emergency response and thinking systemically
to show up to domestic violence, code violations, and wrap-around
services for families in need.
As people stayed on-line to ask questions, Chief Matt shared that it
would be helpful to have one dedicated phone line for officers to call
when a family needs help and can connect the right people to do the
job, not a long list of organizations or companies. He also shared that
we need to change the narrative for the children, so history does not
repeat itself. The children of the families they seek to help face enormous challenges. They are not the type of family you hand a pamphlet
to - they need to be walked through the process. Sarah left us with her
final thoughts as well. People don’t get involved with violent crime because they are bored, lonely or have nowhere to go after school. They
do it out of despair. Their partnership with YPD addresses the despair
and gives a pathway and vision for something else.
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For more information on how you can get your company’s name added to the list,
please contact the Rotary office at yakimarotary@yakimarotary.org or 961-9242.

