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Rotary
Opens Up
Opportunities

RON GENGLER
THE IMPACT ON COVID-19 ON MENTAL HEALTH
Ron Gengler is the Chief Clinical Officer for Comprehensive Healthcare in Yakima, WA. A licensed
mental health counselor, he has been employed with Comprehensive Healthcare since 1992. Mr. Gengler was a therapist and clinical supervisor for 22 years before moving into executive leadership roles in
2014. Mr. Gengler was one of the original Washington State Consultants for Trauma Focused Cognitive Behavioral Therapy (TF-CBT) and CBT+ and is a certified TFCBT therapist. He also served on the
Washington State CBT+ Steering Committee.
He has been a consultant to the Child Abuse/Neglect Coordinating Council of Yakima (CANCCY) and
Court Appointed Special Advocates (CASA) in Yakima and is a member of the National Center Advisory Board which provides recommendations to the National Center for Evidenced-Based Practices.
He also serves on the Board of Directors for Garden Village.
Mr. Gengler has been a presenter at various conferences that include the Washington Coalition for Sexual Assault Programs
(WCSAP), Sex Offender Policy Board Yakima Forum, the Seattle Implementation Research Conference and The Society for
Implementation Research Collaboration Conference.
Ron is married to his wife Kamaile Gengler, who is also a therapist. They have two children and five grandchildren.

FOR THURSDAY’S MEETING
Greeters – Matt Crow, Amanda Ryder
Music – Theresa Adkison
Invocation – Bill Williamson
Sergeant-at-Arms – Margaret Filkins
Program – Kelly Gasseling
Rotarians Are Going Places – Maime Barboza

Invite your friends and family to
participate.
Donate Now
www.yakimarotary.org

FUTURE PROGRAMS
May 6th – Lowell Kruger, Yakima Housing Authority and Chuck
Austin Place
May 13th – Gonzaga University President Thayne McCulloh,
Leadership
May 20th – Yakima Rotary Academic Scholarship Awards
May 27th – Coach Nick Rolovich, WSU Football

CTSE (Club Spring Training Experience)
Saturday, May 1st
An Opportunity to Learn About Rotary
Breakout Sessions 9am, 10am & 11am

- REVIEW The time before the meeting begins is always full of great
conversation. This week it included learning about Priscilla
Trevino in our Get to Know This Rotarian segment. She
shared that she was a fitness competitor at one point. She intensely trained and competed for over 3 years with little time
off. Her regimen included a strict diet and weight training.
Getting ready to compete is 80% nutrition and 20% fitness
and could even include some wine. The meeting started with
a welcoming greeting by Dave Heinl followed by music with
Linda Kaminski who chose Gaia, by James Taylor as her selection in honor of Earth Day. Amy Maib shared her beautifully written words of prayer about the beauty of nature and
the gift of each day. Quinn Dalan promoted Yakima Rotary:
A Century of Service, our virtual fundraiser and telethon set
for Thursday, May 13th. Airing live on KAPP-TV at 7pm,
Charlie Robin and Bridget Turrell will be our hosts as we
reach out to each of you and our community to raise funds
for Yakima Rotary Charities. Sergeant-at-arms was Mike
Johnson whose theme was the NHL. It was the perfect opening for the introduction of our speaker Eric Pettigrew who
talked to us about the new Seattle Kraken NHL franchise.
Introduced by Cheri Marusa, Eric is the Vice President of
Government and Outreach for the Seattle Kraken. Seattle is
not new to hockey. In 1917, the Seattle Metropolitans became
the first U.S. team to win the Stanley Cup against the Montreal Maroons. They were on their way to win a second Stanley
Cup when the Spanish Flu pandemic hit. Ironically, the new
franchise is starting at the end of another pandemic. When
the NHL made the decision to expand, it was questioned as
to whether Seattle and the state of Washington were hockey
people. The numbers spoke for themselves. When deposit
day opened, the goal was to sell 10,000 tickets over a six-week
period – the Kraken sold 10,000 tickets in 12 minutes. No
expansion team in the history of sports has done that. In one
hour, they had 25,000 tickets sold. The number creeped up
by the end of the day to 32,000 with 17,000 of those on a wait
list. Today, they have an additional 60,000 to 70,000 on the
wait list. Washington is a hockey state!
With the tickets sold the next step in the process was deciding where they would play. The initial thought was to build
a new arena, but the ownership came to the realization that
they had a great venue/footprint existing at the Seattle Center
in KeyArena. While it had been remodeled in the 1994-95,
it was not the best facility for basketball or hockey, and the
acoustics were not great for concerts. There were other challenges as well: it was a city owned asset in decline, not NHL
or NBA ready, it had limited space for large trucks delivering

equipment or buses dropping off fans, and it was very dated.
The city of Seattle gave permission for them to rehabilitate
the building but if they chose to do so they would be required
to save the landmark roof and there would be no public funds
available for the project. The ownership group and LiveNation agreed to the terms and had a vision to maintain the architecture and history of the building. The remodel included
tearing out everything, digging down 53 feet, expanding out,
all while preserving the historic roof. The square footage of
the new facility doubled from 400,000 to 800,000. In July of
last year, the old signage marking was removed to make way
for the new name Climate Pledge Arena, which was chosen in
partnership with Amazon. It is the first fossil-free, net zero,
sustainable facility in the world. An example of the team’s
commitment to sustainability are cisterns that will collect
rainwater from the roof for the arena ice rink. The total cost
of the private investment was $2 billion. It is scheduled to
open this October.
Ron Francis was hired as the Kraken’s General Manager. He
has a team of scouts who looking at and identify players not
only in the U.S. but around the world. Player selection will
begin with an expansion draft where they will be able to pick
a certain number of players from each team except Las Vegas
as they are the newest franchise. After that is the amateur
draft of players coming up through the system; they will
be a random selection of the first 6 picks. The first training
camp will take place in September at a practice facility under
construction 50 miles north of Seattle that will include three
sheets of ice, restaurants, a team store, and a place for fans to
watch practice. It will also be used to support figure skating,
curling, and youth hockey. The team is also in the middle of
building a minor league franchise in Palm Springs with plans
to begin play in 2022.
There were game tickets held back for purchase on a gameto-game basis with pricing ranging from $20 to $75. The intimate setting of the arena means that spectators will be close
to the action no matter where their seats are. It is obvious that
the excitement for the Kraken is here to stay. What a great opportunity for a Rotary field trip in our future.
The meeting ended with Rotarians are Going Places by Kerry
Kesey that honored Margaret Filkins for her service and
dedication to improving the lives of WSU students. For 4
years she has led a food drive campaign for Mom’s weekend.
She was recently recognized as a finalist for the Chosen Coug
Award. Congratulations!

NEw DATE
MARCH 27, 2021
THANK YOU TO OUR
ROTARY AUCTION
SPONSORS
PLATINUM
Presented by

WATCH ME

VIRTUAL CELEBRATION
Platinum
AND
TELETHON FUNDRAISER
May 13, 2021 | 7pm
ABC/KAPP TV Channel 35
GOLD
gold

SILVER
silver

BRONZE
bronze

For more information on how you can get your company’s name added to the list,
please contact the Rotary office at yakimarotary@yakimarotary.org or 961-9242.

