
The deadline to apply for the Yakima Rotary 
Vocational Scholarship has been extended 
to Friday, April 16th. Open to graduating 
high school seniors and students currently 
enrolled in a vocational program, recipi-
ents must be enrolled at a post-high school 
vocational institution or in a 2-year terminal 
vocational program at a community college 
within one year of the scholarship being 
awarded and at a minimum through the 2021 
fall quarter. Completion of the vocational 
program must result in a degree or certifi-
cation in their vocation. Students working 
towards a 4-year bachelor’s degree do not 
qualify. 

The application, eligibility requirements, and 
criteria can be found at our website at www.
yakimarotary.org under the Youth tab. We 
need your help to get the word out!  Please 
share with your co-workers, family, and 
friends. 

JON DEVANEY
PROTECTING WASHINGTON’S FOOD SYSTEM & WORKFORCE
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Rotary 
Opens Up 

Opportunities

THURSDAY, APRIL 8, 2021
SEE THE PROGRAM ONLINE AT YAKIMAROTARY.ORG

FOR THURSDAY’S MEETING
Greeters – Dan Maycock, 

Music – Doug Rich
Invocation – Rob Vickers

Sergeant-at-Arms – Mike Johnson
Program – Jordan Matson

Rotarians Are Going Places – Rick MacDermid

FUTURE PROGRAMS
April 15th – Yakima Police Chief Matt Murray, 

Community Policing
April 22nd – Eric Pettigrew, Seattle Kraken 

National Hockey League
April 29th – Ron Gengler, The Impact of Covid-19 

on Mental Health

Jon DeVaney has served as the President of the Washington State Tree Fruit Association since Sep-
tember of 2014, when the Association was established through the merger of four existing tree fruit 
industry organizations.  In this capacity he oversees the Association’s industry education, data collec-
tion and reporting, and state and local government relations activities.

 
Over the past year, this has included assisting our state’s apple, pear, and cherry growers and pack-
ers in responding to the COVID-19 pandemic.  Managing the safety needs of essential employees, 
complying with a flood of federal, state, and local emergency safety regulations, rebuilding severely 

disrupted global supply chains, and vaccinating tens of thousands of food and agricultural workers have all had to be done 
under the spotlight of national media attention.

Prior to the formation of the WSTFA, Jon was the Executive Director of the Yakima Valley Growers-Shippers Association 
from November of 2009.  Mr. DeVaney has an extensive background in agricultural policy and politics, having previously 
served as a long-time staff member for Congressman Doc Hastings, as Washington State Director of USDA Rural Develop-
ment (2005-2009) and on the staff of the Northwest Horticultural Council.  Mr. DeVaney has a B.A. from the University of 
Washington and an M.A. from Georgetown University.

VOCATIONAL SCHOLARSHIP
 DEADLINE EXTENDED



    
- REVIEW -

It was another great Rotary day that included learning more 
about one of our newest members, Amanda Ryder. She shared 
that she is a self-described introvert and is really looking for-
ward to working on Rotary projects. There was great conversa-
tion on how she came to make Yakima her home. Jane Davis 
opened the meeting with a greeting to all. Music chosen by Da-
vid Rogers was an angelic chant by Joannes Ockeghem titled 
Deo Gratias that was written over 500 years. Bob Romero’s 
invocation masterfully wove April Fool’s Day and the blessings 
of Easter into a spiritual message. Casey Corr’s pre-recorded 
sergeant-at-arms was awesome. Announcements by President 
Jennifer included an extension of the deadline for our Voca-
tional Scholarship to April 16th and the results of the mem-
bership survey about returning to in-person meetings. The 
response rate was over 57%. 80% of those that responded were 
in favor of going back to in-person with appropriate safety 
measures in place. Planning is underway to start towards the 
end of May. 

John Cooper gave an update on our Student Desk Project.  Last 
Saturday and Sunday, 16 Rotarians and volunteers came to-
gether to build desks for 2nd and 3rd grade students at Adams 
Elementary for distance learning in their homes. 71 desks were 
built, shrink-wrapped and are ready for distribution.  Each 
student will also be receiving a copy of “Oh The Places You 
Will Go” book and a note of encouragement from a Rotarian. 
There are still 124 desks that need to be built. Contact John 
Cooper or Jordan Matson if you are interested in helping. Dave 
Brown followed with an announcement about the new Rotary 
Playground project at the Greenway in partnership with the 
Trust and Southwest and Sunrise Rotary. The build will take 
place June 22-26. You can help support the project by going to 
greenwayrotaryplayground.org and purchasing a fence post 
with your name on it or as a gift for someone else.

Jon DeVaney had the honor of introducing our program 
speaker, Dr. Kate Evans. A professor of Horticulture at WSU’s 
Tree Fruit Research Extension Center in Wenatchee she is a 
global leader in the tree fruit industry. She shared the story of 
the Cosmic Crisp apple. The Cosmic Crisp apple was a col-
laborative effort between developers, researchers, and growers. 
Its development began in the apple breeding program at WSU 
in 1997. The pollen from a Honeycrisp apple was placed on the 
stigma of the Enterprise apple to produce seed. The seeds from 
the Honeycrisp – Enterprise union were germinated, propagat-
ed, and transferred to the nursery. Every tree is different and 
unique.  Apple trees do not grow true to type from seed. Every 

combination will be unique to its two parents – just like hu-
man siblings. In order to grow a specific variety of apple tree, 
they must be vegetatively propagated.  Commercially grown 
trees have a composite, a scion (aerial fruiting part), and a 
rootstock (non-fruiting part).

The breeding program selected the best individual trees based 
on appearance and a bite test. To narrow the best Cosmic Crisp 
tree, the fruit was checked post-storage for two months and 
evaluated for maturity, texture, sugars, acidity, and through a 
sensory assessment.  From 2001- 2004, fifteen Cosmic Crisp 
trees were propagated and grown in 3 separate sites and large 
amounts of data were collected.  Phase 3 of the selection phase 
took place from 2008 to 2013 and involved weeding out trees 
and increasing replication of the ones that stood out as a win-
ner.  Interaction with stakeholders played an important part of 
tree selection. 

Releasing the apple from a land grant university came with 
its own challenges. An apple variety has intellectual property 
much like an invention. The Cosmic Crisp is patented in the 
U.S. to maintain control. The Cosmic Crisp can only be grown 
in Washington for 10 years. 600,000 trees were planted spring 
2017.  Today, there are over 14 million trees in the ground.

The release of the Cosmic Crisp was not an easy process. 
Consumer focus groups were used to come up with a name. 
Cosmic came from an observation that the lenticels resembled 
stars in the cosmos - Crisp was an obvious choice when you 
bite into the fruit. Proprietary Variety Management in Yakima 
was hired to create brand development and awareness.  This 
process includes close interaction with WA marketing desks 
that includes brainstorming sessions. The first fruit sales began 
December 1, 2019 with the fruit hitting stores the week of 
Thanksgiving 2020.  From TIME magazine to Martha Stew-
art, Cosmic Crisp took the media by storm.  Although Covid 
restrictions have not allowed for them to conduct an in-store 
marketing campaign over the last year, Kroger took part in 
a national campaign event of sample packs last month. This 
month Walmart is sending a sample of single apples in a box to 
online orders.  

What’s next for WSU’s Tree Fruit Research Program? They are 
working on more new varieties, developing breeding science, 
and producing new scientists and plant breeders and getting 
them into the workforce.  Go Cougs!

Saturday & Sunday, March 27 & 28
ROTARY STUDENT DESK PROJECT WORK PARTIES



NEw DATE
MARCH 27, 2021

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ROTARY AUCTION 

SPONSORS

Platinum

gold

silver

bronze 

For more information on how you can get your company’s name added to the list, 
please contact the Rotary office at yakimarotary@yakimarotary.org or 961-9242.
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WATCH ME

May 13, 2021  |  7pm 

VIRTUAL CELEBRATION 
AND TELETHON FUNDRAISER

ABC/KAPP TV Channel 35

Presented by
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