
   
 

Dear Fellow Rotarians,

The holiday season is indeed the most wonderful time of the year. Not only is it a time when we traditionally 
stop to count our blessings, but it’s also the halfway mark into the Rotary year. For that reason, I wish to 
express my gratitude for the incredible accomplishments our Club has already had this year. 
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THURSDAY, DECEMBER 24, 2020
NO MEETING

A Holiday Message from President  Jennifer

First, I am incredibly proud of our continued ability to produce an interesting and compelling weekly “meeting.” I put it in quotation 
marks because these weekly “meetings” should really be called “productions” because they are professionally produced like your favorite 
show. Duane Monick has graciously provided us with his technical skills and attention to detail and we are so grateful! Rick Pinnell has 
kept our Invocations running beautifully and Angela Rennie has kept our Greeters engaged to ensure all feel welcome. Past President 
Doug Rich and the Music Committee has taken full advantage of our Zoom format to highlight the incredible talents of our own 
members. Casey Corr keeps our Sergeant-at-Arms scheduled and those fines coming in to support Rotary Charities. Program co-chairs 
Mina Worthington and Erin Black have scheduled some amazing speakers this year. We’ve learned about a variety of topics like a new 
national beef rating system, the history of Memorial Hospital, and 5G and the Internet of Things. We’ve also heard from Supreme Court 
Justice Raquel Montoya-Lewis, Auditor Charles Ross, and author Robert Dugoni. Connie Falon has helped us celebrate our theme 
“Rotarians Are Going Places” by honoring our fellow Rotarians and their accomplishments. This lighthearted segment is a perfect way 
to wrap up the program! 

We’ve had so many other accomplishments this year. In fact, there really are too many to list in this short letter. At the risk of leaving 
some out, here are a few of the highlights:

Under the leadership of the Membership Committee, led by Kelly Gasseling, Brad Hansen, and Jordan Matson, we’ve added 6 new 
members.

Dan Sullivan, Past President Eric Silvers, and many volunteers completed the safe and successful build of the MLK Jr. Park Playground.

An Ad Hoc Committee on Racial Justice presented two statements on Diversity, Equity, Inclusion and Racism that were adopted by the 
Board of Directors. The committee has held weekly meetings that often contain engaging guest speakers and always contain thoughtful 
dialog.

Soni Alexander and Ward Sutton led the effort for a record-breaking Operation Harvest, collecting over 72,000 pounds of food and over 
$41,000 in cash to support 8 area food banks. 

Under the leadership of Gail Weaver and Mary-beth Bradley, the Social Committee organized a Holiday drive-thru event at the home 
of David and Amanda McKinney.

David Lynx organized A Feast from West to East, our first ever virtual wine dinner to support Rotary Charities. 

Our Youth Service Committee led by Sonia Rodriguez True partnered with Madison House to support their programs for at-risk youth. 

The World Service Committee led by President Elect John Baule collected dozens of art supplies to be sent to a rural school in Columbia 
in partnership with the Armenia Palma de Cera Rotaract Club.

Rick Fairbrook organized the annual Salvation Army Bell Ringing Campaign and Project 500 to purchase winter clothing for children 
in our Valley.

John Cooper encouraged our Rotarians to support the Rotary Foundation and become Paul Harris Sustaining Members. Those dollars 
contributed to the Foundation support district grants and to the world fund for global grants, Rotary’s work to eradicate polio, and 
Rotary peace centers. 

Dave Brown and Sunny Cameron have started work on the new Rotary Playground at the Greenway. You’ll be hearing more from them 
very soon. 

Our Ways and Means Committee led by Quinn Dalan, Brad Kessinger and Dan Sullivan continue to adapt to create innovative ways 
to raise funds for Rotary Charities. 

The Board of Directors continues to meet monthly to ensure the Club is running smoothly! They are incredible group of leaders and I’m 
honored to sit at the table with them, even if it is a virtual board table! 

And last, but certainly not least, the dynamic duo of Carolyn Flory and Lorna Huck keeps all of the items listed above on track! All of 
that while they are preparing for the big office move to the beautiful new building on the YVC campus!

All of that accomplished in just the first 6 months of the year! We’re just getting started! 

During this holiday season, I encourage you to stop and count your blessings and to reflect on the incredible work 
you do in our community as a Rotarian. I am so honored to be a part of such an amazing group of civic-minded 
community leaders. Thank you for all that you do to ensure our good work continues to improve lives not just 
locally, but across the world!

  Wishing you a blessed holiday season!

  Jennifer Bliesner, President



BOARD MEMBER NOMINATIONS ANNOUNCED

Nominations for the position of Board Director to serve a three-year term from July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2024 have been selected.  The three 
nominees are Quinn Dalan, Jordan Matson, and Sonia Rodriguez True.  A vote by the membership will take place at our January 14th meeting.

 

Quinn Dalan Jordan Matson Sonia Rodriguez True

ROTARY CHRISTMAS DRIvE-THRU EvENT
 DECEMBER 17, 2020



NEw DATE
MARCH 27, 2021

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ROTARY AUCTION 

SPONSORS

Platinum

gold

silver

bronze 

For more information on how you can get your company’s name added to the list, 
please contact the Rotary office at yakimarotary@yakimarotary.org or 961-9242.
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