
CAROLE PEET
PRESIDENT AND CEO

YAKIMA VALLEY MEMORIAL
Before becoming President and CEO of Yakima Valley Memorial, Carole was executive vice pres-
ident of Northern Arizona Healthcare and chief administrative officer of Verde Valley Medical 
Center.

Prior to joining NAH, Carole served as president and CEO of St. Anthony North Health Cam-
pus, part of Centura Health and Catholic Health Initiatives, in Westminster, Colo. Following her 
passion for providing health care access to the underserved, she partnered with a community 
provider and together they led the transformation of a stand-alone acute care facility into an 
organization providing comprehensive behavioral health services. She began her executive lead-
ership experience as chief nursing officer and assistant administrator of patient care services at 
Sutter Coast Hospital in Crescent City, Calif.

Carole earned a master's degree in business administration from the University of Phoenix, a master's degree in nursing 
administration from the University of New Mexico in Albuquerque, and a Bachelor of Science degree in nursing from Se-
ton Hall University in South Orange, N.J. She is a fellow of the American College of Healthcare Executives.

Carole is no stranger to Washington state. She served as president of St. Anthony Hospital in Gig Harbor, where she led 
the opening of the hospital, including facility project management, hiring of staff, and building an organizational culture 
from the ground up. 

Carole spent time here in Yakima as a young girl, and her brother is an emergency medicine physician Ellensburg. She is 
an avid hiker and chamber orchestra musician.
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Rotary 
Opens Up 

Opportunities

THURSDAY, JANUARY 14, 2021
SEE THE PROGRAM ONLINE AT YAKIMAROTARY.ORG

FOR THURSDAY’S MEETING
Greeters – Bill Douglas, Nicole Franson

Music – Nick Helms
Invocation – Adrianne Garner

Sergeant-at-Arms – Deb Sterling
Program – David Hargreaves

Rotarians Are Going Places – Connie Falon

FUTURE PROGRAMS
January 21st – Rob Phillips, Author “The Cascade Killer”

January 28th – JohritaSolari, Diversity in Rotary
February 4th – James Joyce, Celebration of Black History 

Month

The next book for the Rotary Book Club is 
Leave the World Behind by Rumaan Alam. 
A finalist for the 2020 National Book Award 
(Fiction), Leave the World Behind is a sus-
penseful and provocative novel keenly attuned 
to the complexities of parenthood, race, and 
class. It explores how our closest bonds are re-
shaped – and unexpected new ones are forged 
– in moments of crisis. 

Pick up your copy, start reading, mark your 
calendar for Wednesday February 10th, and 
contact Bob Gerst or the Rotary office to get 
your Zoom meeting link.

ROTARY BOOK CLUB



  
- review -

If you needed something to lift your spirits and make you smile, this 
week’s Rotary meeting was the place to be. We started with greetings 
from Matt Crow and Quinn Dalan followed by great music chosen 
by Rick Fairbrook. The chat room lit up as we listened to Celebra-
tion by Cool and the Gang - there were heads bobbing, toes tap-
ping, and a few dancing moves involved. Sheri Bissell shared as she 
reflected on the events that happened the previous day, she thought 
of kindness, love, us, Rotary, and the good that it represents. Presi-
dent Jennifer had a group of four announcements to share. The first 
was the announcement of three board director nominees who will 
serve a 3-year term starting July 1, 2021 through June 30, 2024 - 
Quinn Dalan, Jordan Matson, and Sonia Rodriguez True. A vote by 
the membership will take place at next week’s meeting. There was a 
thank you to Mary-beth Bradley, Gail Weaver and David McKinney 
for the fun drive-thru Christmas event on held on December 17th 
and another thank you to everyone who participated in Rotary Bell 
Ringing Week – we raised $7,100 on behalf of The Salvation Army. 
A moment of silence was held for Past President Bill Wheeler who 
passed awayon December 30th. He was a role model for many, kind, 
and a true gentleman. We were blessed to have him as part of our 
Rotary family and Yakima community. A celebration of his life will 
be held sometime this summer.

Art was the theme of Cris Hales sergeant-at-arms – it was the per-
fect setup for Kevin Good’s introduction of our program speaker, 
David Lynx. A fellow Rotarian David who addressed the needs of a 
contemporary museum and provided highlights on the new Larson 
Gallery Building located at YVC’s newly completed West Campus. 
The West Campus involves three new buildings, the Conference 
Center, Allied Health, and the Larson Gallery. When completed the 
new gallery will follow standards of excellence established by the 
museum community. As a member of that community, David not 
only helped create the standards, but learned much from the diverse 
museum field around the nation and world. His first involvement 
in the museum world was as the director of the Sheehan Gallery at 
Whitman College. As he participated in state, regional and national 
conferences he benefited from the exchange of ideas that included 
excellence in museum education, exhibition, organization, facilities, 
and diversity. He found out early on that the field of museums also 
includes galleries, arboretums, zoos, and aquariums. Most of his 
knowledge about museums was learned on the job, a lot of which he 
learned while working at the Yakima Valley Museum. That included 
going through the accreditation process for the American Alliance 
of Museums that spanned three years and ended with success. 

When David came to Yakima, in addition to his work at the Mu-
seum, he also volunteered at the Larson Gallery. When he became 

Director of the Larson Gallery eight years ago, he continued the 
work of his predecessors, but also realized that the Gallery needed 
to go through an examination of its processes just like the Museum.
At the same time, it was the vision of the Larson Gallery Guild and 
the administration of YVC to have a new building at some point. 
The Larson Gallery was one of three original buildings built on the 
campus in 1949. Rose and A.E. Larson donated $113,000 to YVC’s 
building fund with the stipulation that at least one room be devoted 
for the purpose of a museum. 

The original Larson Gallery was one large room, as time passed 
a restroom, office and storage area were sectioned off. The total 
amount of exhibit space was 150 linear feet expandable to 180 linear 
feet with movable walls that took five people to move. The new Lar-
son Gallery is beautiful! The amount of available exhibit space will 
increase by 115 linear feet allowing for more than one exhibit at a 
time. The regulation of light was a challenge in the old space. There 
are no windows in the new space allowing it to meet the American 
Alliance of Museum standards not only for light, but humidity, 
security, and temperature control as well. Access to the exhibition 
space will be through a hallway from the front door.The new gallery 
includes space to prepare works for exhibition, a dedicated storage 
for incoming and outgoing exhibits, a separate reception area and 
gift shop with glass doors leading to the tasting area, public rest-
rooms, and a catering kitchen. In between the Larson Gallery and 
the Allied Health Building will be a sculpture garden with outdoor 
seating accessible from the tasting room which they hope will be 
used to host gatherings and live music. As part of the move and 
thanks to a grant awarded to the Larson Gallery Guild, the process 
for accreditation from the American Alliance of Museum accredita-
tion is underway. With the opening of the new gallery, they will seek 
final certification.

With the move of the Gallery to the West Campus, Yakima Valley 
College has demonstrated their commitment to the Larson family 
over 70 years ago. The Larson Gallery is also excited to be partner-
ing with YVC’s Vineyard and Technology Program; wine and art do 
go together. The new gallery would have not been possible without 
the Larson Gallery Guild’s 350 members who support the operations 
of the Gallery and raised their portion of the funds needed. Students 
and our local community are the beneficiaries with expanded edu-
cational experiences through the new ability to showcase artwork 
from other museums, colleges, and international exhibits.  

A virtual grand opening was held Thursday night. If you missed it, 
you can still view on YVC’s YouTube channel and catch a glimpse of 
the new Rotary office at the same time. 

Tuesday, January 19, 2021
12:30pm to 5:30pm

Yakima Blood Donation Center
302 S 2nd Street

Please call 1-800-Red Cross (1-800-733-2767) or visit RedCrossBlood.org and enter sponsor code 
YakimaSouthwestRotary to schedule your appointment.

YAKIMA SOUTHWEST BLOOD DRIVE



NEw DATE
MARCH 27, 2021

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ROTARY AUCTION 

SPONSORS

Platinum

gold

silver

bronze 

For more information on how you can get your company’s name added to the list, 
please contact the Rotary office at yakimarotary@yakimarotary.org or 961-9242.
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