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Rotary
Opens Up
Opportunities

JOHRITA SOLARI
DIVERSITY IN ROTARY
A Rotarian since 1993, Rotary International Vice-President Johrita Solari is a member of the Rotary
Club of Anaheim, California. She served as District Governor for District 5320 in 2010-11 and has
been the Rotary International Director for Zones 26/27 (formerly 25/26) for the years 2019-21.
As District Governor, Johrita held the first District 5320 Million Dollar Dinner for The Rotary
Foundation. Under her leadership District 5320 became the second district in the world to become
a 100% Paul Harris Club District.
Johrita is Co-Founder and Chief Visionary Officer of Solari Enterprises, Inc., a full-service property
management company employing 300 team members who specialize in the management of more than $1B of affordable
multifamily housing. She works with her husband and daughters in that enterprise.
Johrita, her husband Bruce, and their two daughters, Gianna and Tressa, are all past club presidents and active supporters of The Rotary Foundation. They are members of the Arch Klumph Society, Paul Harris Society Members, and Major
Donors.
Among the many positions she has held in Rotary, were chair for the 2013 Southern California/Nevada PETS, training
leader at two International Assemblies, and chair of a Rotary Institute for Zones 25/26. She is currently a member of Rotary’s Peace Major Gifts Initiative Committee.
Bruce and Johrita enjoy their long-time membership in the Rotary International Fellowship of Scuba Divers. They live in
Villa Park, California.

FOR THURSDAY’S MEETING
Greeters – Steve Hahn, Brad Hansen
Music – Doug Rich
Invocation – Jan Luring
Sergeant-at-Arms – Mike Johnson
Program – Darrell Blue
Rotarians Are Going Places – Kerry Kesey
FUTURE PROGRAMS
February 4th – James Joyce III, A Celebration of Black History Month
February 11th – Bridget Turrell, Theresa Adkison & Amy Maib,
Classification Talks
`
February 18th – Víctor
Ospina, A View from Corcora Valley
February 25th–Blake Slonecker, Crossword Puzzles

Proposed
New Member
Unless written objection is received by the Board of Directors
by Friday, January 29, 2021, the
following candidate will be elected
to membership:
Robert Harrison
Manager
City of Yakima
Classification: City Management
Proposed by: Randy Beehler
Endorsed by: David Brown

DEADLINE TO APPLY IS
MONDAY, FEBRUARY 22, 2021.
APPLICATION IS AVAILABLE AT
YAKIMAROTARYTRUST.ORG
HELP US GET THE WORD OUT!

- review -

Quinn Dalan and Trevor Greene did a great job of starting our program with a greeting to us and our guests. The Yakima U-12 Elite
Volleyball Team followed with a video of them reciting the Pledge of
the Allegiance. Alex Hodge shared a thankful prayer for Rotarians,
the morning snow, and blessings in our life. President Jennifer announced that the Board approved a resolution that morning to allow
District Governor Richard DeRock to serve an additional year in as
our District Governo before Mike Hummel took over for sergeantat-arms. He put together a quiz on Martin Luther King Jr. life that
included some of Mike’s favorite MLK Jr. quotes.
We hear often that some of our best programs have are given by our
own members. Today was no exception as Bob DiPietro introduced
fellow Rotarian Rob Phillips as our program speaker. Rob is also
known as the Northwest Sportsman, the title of his Yakima Herald
column he has been penning weekly for thirty years. His writing
and photography skills have been recognized numerous times by the
NW Writers Association for excellence in craft and his column as
being the in the “Best of the Northwest.” The Cascade Killer is Rob’s
first longform fiction and mystery murder novel.
Rob started by asking us what we were doing last April when because of Covid-19 hit everything was shut down including outdoor
recreation. Sitting in his chair at home in front of the television, Rob
quickly realized that what he was doing wasn’t going to cut it. He
had often thought that he might have a book in him. What better
chance to try? He got all his stuff and set up a space in one of their
guest rooms to begin his journey to becoming a published book
author.
It turns out anyone can be a published author – even if you can’t
write, you can write a novel. All it takes is a manuscript and money.
Amazon will print anything for a price. That is not the approach
that Rob took. He began to write, and write, and write, and write
some more. At one point he asked himself how many words are in
a novel. He found the answer on Google - a mystery novel should
have a minimum of 50,000 words. It also said that if you were writing and had to ask that you probably were at 25,000 words; that
was exactly where he was. Besides the challenge of coming up with
a story line he discovered many others along the way. One of the
biggest was naming his characters, figuring out what they looked
like, and their voices. He created a handwritten list of names; he got
ideas by looking in the obituaries and hearing interesting names on
TV. As he wrote he had to keep track of his names, making sure that
he had the right names for the right people. His list of his chosen
names helped him keep track. When you write a book, you have to
fact check. It is tedious work that he doesn’t necessarily enjoy, but if
you don’t a reader will, and they’ll make sure to let you know.
He started writing The Cascade Killer on April 4th and had his first
draft finished on April 28th. As he finished each chapter, he sent it
to “his readers” that included his two sons. They encouraged him
to continue, also sharing that it was really good. With a finished

manuscript the next step was finding a publisher. He knew the big
publishing houses got hundreds if not thousands of manuscripts
daily. He didn’t want to take that route. He contacted Scott Sainsbury who used to write for the Herald and had also written a book.
Scott had self-published his book through Amazon and come away
disappointed with the results. Scott pointed Rob in the direction of
a publisher in Spokane who specializes in outdoor and NW regional
books. Rob sent his manuscript to them and received a call telling
him that he had something. Rob paid the publisher for editing, and
his help with rewrites, picking a title, and cover design. In July, Rob
received an advanced review copy that he sent out to people in the
industry to read and to provide reviews that could be included in
the book. On October 15, 2020, The Cascade Killer was released. His
first order was 150 copies. He put on his marketing hat and went to
work on a point-of-purchase display. He asked Inklings bookstore if
they would be willing to display. The answer was yes, the book had
its first sale. Thinking outside the box and asked Oak Creek Ace
Hardware in Naches if they would be willing to include a display.
The answer was yes. The book has sold so well, that they expanded
it into two other stores. He had a book signing at the hardware store
on November 28th with Covid-19 guidelines in place. He couldn’t
do one at Inklings, instead he pre-signed copies as batches were
sold. His marketing has included media stints on the local news
broadcast, morning radio talk show, and in the Yakima Herald. In
late December, Inklings ran their best sellers list for the year. The
Cascade Killer was touted as the fastest selling and bestselling book
they have ever had, surpassing Harry Potter and two previous presidents! In the first two months, he sold over 3,200 copies including
sales on Amazon where he has 170 + four and five-star ratings and
reviews. The audio version of the book just came out on Audible,
Amazon and iTunes.
What’s next for Rob? He wants to expand his market into the Puget
Sound, the Northwest and nationwide, and writing more books.
Book number two in the series Cascade Vengeance was just released
yesterday on Amazon and is working on the third book in the series.
The series revolves around Luke McCain, a game warden stationed
in Yakima and his beloved dog, Jack who join in an investigation to
find a serial killer who is dumping bodies of women on the slopes
of the Cascades. The second novel Cascade Vengeance brings Luke
back to help solve the murder of workers in illegal pot fields hidden
in the Cascades.
He ended by sharing that the experience of becoming a mystery
writer has been a fun, creative process that has started him down the
road of writing books. I loved his presentation and have my copy of
The Cascade Killer at home. Do you have yours?
The program ended with Rotarians are Going Places. We celebrated
Rick and Tanya MacDermid who recently celebrated their 28th
wedding anniversary with a trip to Miami and Brad Hansen who
was recently promoted to Vice President, Senior Trust and Family
Advisor at Baker Boyer Bank.
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For more information on how you can get your company’s name added to the list,
please contact the Rotary office at yakimarotary@yakimarotary.org or 961-9242.

