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Rotary 
Opens Up 

Opportunities
THURSDAY, MARCH 18, 2021

SEE THE PROGRAM ONLINE AT YAKIMAROTARY.ORG

FOR THURSDAY’S MEETING
Greeters – Garrett Matzke, Courtney Beckler

Music – Nick Helms
Invocation – Tom Froula

Sergeant-at-Arms – Deb Sterling
Program – Erin Black

Rotarians Are Going Places – Dottie Hildebrand

FUTURE PROGRAMS
March 25th – Tobias Levey, Forterra

April 1st – Kate Evans, Success of the Cosmic 
Crisp Apple

April 8th – TBA
April 15th – Yakima Police Chief Matt Murray, 

Community Policing

Classification Talks are one of our best programs. Last month, we heard from three amazing women, Theresa Adkison, Amy 
Maib, and Bridget Turrell as they shared their stories, interests, careers, and families. This week we have the honor of hearing 
from three more remarkable women, Tressa Shockley, Marisol Summers, and Priscilla Trevino.  

Tressa Shockley joined Rotary in 2019. After graduating from WSU with a degree in Business, she returned to her 
hometown of Yakima. She loves being centrally located where an adventure is only a short drive away. She spent 
many years working at the Yakima YMCA as Membership Director before her current job as the Foundation 
Director at Perry Technical Institute. 

Marisol Summers has been a Rotarian since 2016. She was born and raised in San Luis Potosi, Mexico. She re-
ceived a degree in Chemistry from the University of San Luis Potosi and came to the U.S. as a Rotary Goodwill 
Ambassador and went on to achieve a master’s degree from the University of California Davis. She is currently 
the Director of Quality at John I. Haas, Inc.

Priscilla Trevino is the newest member having just been introduced in October.  She is the new Executive Di-
rector of the Yakima Schools Foundation. A Yakima Valley native she graduated from Sunnyside High School 
before going on to earn an Associates of Arts in Marketing from the Art Institute of Chicago – Seattle. Passionate 
about service, she is an active leader in many community organizations. 

Classification talks are a club tradition that goes back over 100 years. They are fun, entertaining, interesting and a great way 
to learn about our fellow Rotarians.  



    - REVIEW -
Billy Bacon was featured as our Get to Know This Rotarian in our pre-
meeting chat. It was fun to learn that he is a 4th generation Rotarian, 
was born and raised in Yakima, and his #1 destination on his post-Co-
vid travels is Costa Rica. Billy also served as one of our greeters along 
with Steve Hahn. Rick Fairbrook was in charge of this week’s music. 
His choice was “Say, Say, Say” by Paul McCartney and Michael Jackson. 
Kurt Labberton provided our invocation with a message of the prom-
ise of spring and good things to come. Bob Romero’s sergeant-at-arms 
was fun trivia of “This Day in History.” 
 
The Youth Service Committee has taken on a project to build approxi-
mately 193 desks that will be distributed to students attending Adams 
Elementary, so they have a dedicated place at their homes to study. The 
materials will be cut and assembled in kits over a two-day period on 
March 27th and 28th. 5 to 10 volunteers are needed for each day – no 
tools are necessary. Covid-19 protocols will be followed. If you are 
interested in helping please contact Jordan Matson or John Cooper.  

Most of you know that this Rotary year was to include our biennial 
auction fundraiser in November. It was rescheduled to March hoping 
that we could outlast Covid but with restrictions still in place, Dan 
Sullivan announced that the decision had been made to pivot to a live 
virtual event that will be aired on KAPP TV on May 13th at 7pm. Co-
hosted by Charlie Robin and Bridgett Turrell it will be called Yakima 
Rotary: A Century of Service. The format will be similar to a telethon 
and will include a phone bank and web-based capabilities to take 
donations during the event. It will require a different approach. There 
will not be an auction. In the coming weeks you will be contacted ask-
ing for your help and generous support. 

Charlie Robin introduced our program speaker Ed Marquand. Ed, his 
partner, and a small group of friends started Mighty Tieton in 2005. 
Initially conceived as an incubator for creative design and produc-
tion business, their enterprises have grown, evolved, and transformed 
the community of Tieton. Ed spoke to our club 3 years ago. At that 
time, they had just received a grant from the National Endowment for 
the Arts to create seven fruit label mosaics that would be displayed 
throughout Tieton. Raising the additional funds to make the project 
happen was a daunting task. After that Rotary meeting, they were 
approached by BORArchitecture and Yakima Federal to create a sign 
for their headquarters. It was immensely helpful; it gave them a nice 
commission, but more importantly gave them confidence that murals 
of the scale they wanted could be done. 

The grant money they received allowed them to complete one mural 
that is on the front of the Mighty Tieton. The second mural was the 
Moon Brand Apples fruit label funded by the generosity of the Gar-
retson family. They went to Cowiche Growers who agreed to fund the 
third mosaic featuring the Hy-Land-Kids fruit label. The fourth Cub-
berley Tie-It-On label was funded by a kick-starter campaign. It turns 
out that fruit families can be a little competitive and saw the labels as 
a legacy project. The Strand family commissioned the Strand’s Viking 
apple label, the Keller family provided funding for their apple label, 
and the Holtzinger family financed their Royal Purple apple label. 
What transpired next was a series of improvements to the town that 
included widening the sidewalks and new streetlights. Ed was getting 

compliments for the changes – he had nothing to do with that. The 
push to do something special with the art project, made it easier for 
the city to get infrastructure grants. 

The transformation of the town was not just because of the efforts of 
Mighty Tieton. The Wyles family started Boxx Gallery and were help-
ful in getting the Tieton Food Bank to take the back half of the build-
ing. The Wyles purchased a neglected building that housed a former 
hardware store and turned it into artist studio space. They didn’t stop 
there – they purchased a beat-up gas station that is restored and home 
to CreARTe, an art education program for kids in Tieton. 

There is a statistic in tourism that states if you provide 2 ½ times the 
amount of time it takes them to get to the town that keeps people 
entertained they will have a satisfactory experience. 617 was created as 
a popular wine and tapas bar to connect locals with people who travel 
from out of town. Pre-Covid it was an immensely popular destination 
on the weekends. Their last big event was held a year ago, it was a wine 
and dine event. It is important to have their events continue. They are 
hopeful that they will be able to hold their second annual Tour De 
Tieton bike race in October. Other events held pre-Covid included 
workshops on paper making and annual cycle cart race. The biggest 
hit financially has been the inability to host weddings. The down 
time has allowed them to make improvements that include renovated 
restrooms. Day of the Dead was held last year and was even more 
meaningful because of Covid. Tieton Made and Mercantile is open. It 
features merchandise made in Tieton and recreational gear. 

Last year, Tieton Mosaic was awarded a huge contract to commis-
sion 25 mosaic murals for Sound Transit for a new station opening 
in downtown Redmond in 2024. This contract stabilizes their busi-
nesses; they always cross train their employees. The visibility will put 
them on the map and perhaps garner commissions from all over the 
world. Their most ambitious project in the works happened suddenly 
with the Gary Trepanier estate auction. They put together a group that 
included architects and developers and bought the 167,000 square foot 
Horticultural Union building with plans to turn it into a lodge with 
classrooms, offices, housing, and commercial spaces. When completed 
it will be the crown jewel of Tieton and the region. There will be noth-
ing else like it in the country.

The biggest challenges facing people living in agriculture communities 
are automation, water rights, and massive corporatization of agricul-
ture. These challenges are barreling down on small communities like 
Tieton and result in huge job loss.  It will take unconventional vision, 
partnerships, and creative leadership for these communities to survive 
and thrive. It was an inspiring presentation of not only Ed’s vision and 
innovative thinking but to the private citizens who are committed to 
their hometown. 

We ended with this week’s Rotarians Going Places provided by Dave 
Heinl. It was a salute to John Cooper and his staff of Lisa Krous, 
Connie Upton, and Sam Dobbs in the expansion and remodel of the 
Yakima Convention Center. I can’t wait to see the end result in person!  

On an annual basis, the Special Member Recognition Committee is charged with the 
nomination of a person to receive the Bud Applegate Paul Harris Fellow Award. Estab-
lished in 1992, it was created to honor a Rotarian in recognition for their good works 
of a Rotary and civic nature over a significant period of time and by meeting the Four 
Way Test. 

In a video-taped presentation shared at Rotary this week, George Brown was an-
nounced as this year’s recipient.  It was especially sweet as his daughter and fellow 
Rotarian Celisa Hopkins presented the award. George has been a member of Yakima 
Rotary since 1983 and had perfect attendance for 32 years. He is passionate about early 

childhood education - volunteering the last 11 years in a kindergarten classroom at Robertson Elementary and using his voice 
to advocate for early learning. His passion for education opportunities is part of his Rotary service as a member of the Academic 
Scholarship Committee for the past 12 years. He has also served on the Rotary Information Committee for many years, being one 
of the first people to welcome a potential new member. Always ready to offer a helping hand, he has worked on our many play-
ground builds, volunteered for countless service projects, and participated in Operation Harvest for over 35 years. He has com-
pleted seven Paul Harris Fellows and continues to give.  He has lived a life of community service.  A $1,000 contribution was made 
in his name to the Rotary Foundation.

BUD APPLEGATE PAUL HARRIS FELLOW AWARD


