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ROTARY YOUTH EXCHANGE

Alfredo Murgueytio was born and raised in Lima, the capital of Peru.  He was an exchange student 
in 2012-13 and attended Davis High School. He graduated with a bachelor’s degree in Architecture 
in December of 2019. While studying he kept traveling to many countries including Brazil, United 
States, Spain, Italy, Austria, Sweden, Belgium, and France, either to work, to study, to visit family and 
friends or to keep exploring the world.  This last year he worked for a small real estate company until 
he and his girlfriend could arrange a 3-month trip to Italy to see each other after being apart for 10 
months because of closed borders. He is now back in Lima hoping to get a job as an architect.

Aurora Engfeldt is living in Sweden and was an exchange student in 2011-2012. In 2020 she graduated 
with her master’s in architecture at Umeå University – a path that started in architecture class at Eisen-
hower High School. She was very recently employed as an architect for a developer in Stockholm.  
Since March she has been temporarily living at the ski resort Åre, working on a renovation project. 
Aurora has a large variety of interests and an international mindset. While in school she performed 
and taught with different cultural associations, worked several private and public internships, was a 
student ambassador for studying abroad and spent six months on exchange at Hokkaido University in 
Japan. While in Japan, the idea for her podcast project “The Internationality” began – a multilingual 
podcast about international experiences and stories of people from all around the world. The Inter-

nationality has one completed season of 20 episodes, with another season to be released during 2021. During the pandemic 
Aurora has explored new interests including yoga, hiking, meditation, skin care and Korean culture. She also practices Japa-
nese along with four other languages. In the future Aurora wishes to continue creating meaningful international encounters 
and future collaborations between people, be it through academia, the public sector, or a creative company.

Meagann Raoult lives in France and was an exchange student in 2013-14.  She graduated last 
year with a Master 2 in the Wine and Spirits Business which included studying in Norway for 
six months. After graduation she worked as a Marketing Assistant for a large wine company in 
Bordeaux, in the South of France famous for its wine and gorgeous wine estates.  She lived there 
for three years with her boyfriend Alexandre who received a PhD in chemistry. They now live in 
the countryside next to Cognac where they have taken over the family business in the solar panel 
industry.  
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- REVIEW -

It was another great day for Rotary. Leading the way were 
our greeters Chris Rankin and Quinn Dalan. The music was 
chosen by Theresa Adkison and featured Jimmy Falon and the 
original cast of Hamilton coming together to sing Helpless with 
the accompaniment of a variety of instruments found around 
their homes. The chat room lit up with hopes of one day being 
able to see a musical in person again. Amy Maib’s invocation 
was perfect for the coming of sunny days. It was a repurpose 
of a prayer she shared last March about the renewal of spring 
and new beginnings. Rob Phillips sergeant-at-arms was a 
humorous look at sticks of gum, roller skating, and growing 
up in Yakima. President Jennifer made one announcement, 
sharing that the Vocational Scholarship application process is 
open. The Committee has a total of $37,500 to award for local 
students attending a post-high school vocational institution or 
a 2-year terminal vocational program at a community college. 
We need your help getting the word out. Past President Rick 
Pinnell had double duty. First, he had the honor of presenting 
a Rotary Unsung Hero Award to Bill Duer. Bill was tricked into 
going to the Larson Gallery this week where he was surprised 
with the award and filmed. With a lifetime of giving back, Rick 
presented a plaque to him that read “Rotary honors you for your 
outstanding volunteerism to your neighbors, fellow veterans, 
senior citizens, and youth of our community. You have made a 
positive difference in our Valley. You exemplify Rotary’s motto of 
Service Above Self.” (see all his good works in the article above).

Secondly, Rick Pinnell introduced our speaker Blake Slonecker, 
who shared with us the art of creating crosswords. While there 
are millions of people who solve crossword puzzles on daily 
basis, Blake is one of only a few hundred individuals who 
construct those puzzles. His gift has led to puzzles he has cre-
ated being published in the Wall Street Journal, the Los Angeles 
Times, Universal Crosswords, and the Chronicle of Higher Edu-
cation and coming soon, the New York Times. 

The three basic rules for how a crossword grid is created are: 
(1) The grid must be symmetrical - if you take the grid and 
flip it over so the top is the bottom, and the bottom is the top, 
all the black squares would be found in the same location as 
when it was right side up. (2)  All the words must be at least 
3 letters long and (3) No sections of the grid can be cut off by 
black squares from the other parts of the grid. There are rare 
instances when a rule can be broken; a puzzle’s theme must be 
interesting and there must be a compelling reason for the rule 

to be broken.  In addition to the basic rules, you shouldn’t have 
words repeated; if a word is the grid it shouldn’t appear in the 
clues. There are also limits to the number of words in a grid. 
Themed puzzles on a weekday are a 15x15 grid with up to 78 
words. A Sunday puzzle is a 21x21 grid with up to 140 words. 

Puzzles can be themed or un-themed. Every puzzle Blake 
has constructed has a theme. A theme is where every puzzle 
begins. It is not just a list of things that are similar such as 
dog, cat, and pig; it is a play on words that occurs in a revealer. 
A revealer is one answer in the grid that hints at the puzzle’s 
theme.  To share how it works he showed a puzzle he created 
where his revealer was “Just a bit outside” (it was inspired by a 
line in the movie Major League).  He decided the theme entries 
would all end or began with the letters “bit” and would appear 
off the grid. Just like the grid, theme entries must be displayed 
symmetrical. Once theme entries are in place the next step is to 
get them in a grid and fill the grid all while following the rules 
and finding language that is compelling and interesting. For 
most of the 100 years crosswords have been around, they were 
constructed with graph paper and a pencil. Early construc-
tors had tremendous vocabularies. Today, there are computer 
software programs that support the fill process. The last piece 
of the process is writing clues. Writing clues is the most inter-
esting part from the solving perspective – good clues make a 
difference. From the constructor’s perspective it is probably the 
most tedious.  Clues must be the same part of speech, abbre-
viated answers require abbreviated clues, clue difficultly gets 
harder as the week proceeds, you need to think about multiple 
meanings of words, and the use of a question mark indicates a 
play on words. 

It was a fascinating insight to the world of crossword puzzles 
and can’t go without a clue and answer for you. Clue: Region 
in Washington State known as one of the leading producers 
of apples and home to one of the largest Rotary clubs in the 
world.  Answer: Yakima Valley.  Solving a crossword puzzle 
will now take on a whole new outlook and a doubletake to see 
if it was constructed by Blake. 

The meeting ended with Rotarians Going Places…through 
books! Bob Gerst shared the many books that our Rotary Book 
Club has read. If you are interested in joining you are invited to 
contact Bob Gerst or the Rotary office for more information.  

On Thursday, February 25th Rick Pinnell presented a Rotary 
Unsung Hero Award to community member Bill Duer. A 
neighbor of Rick’s, Bill was a design engineer at Hanford for 25 
years. Even when he was driving back and forth to work every 
day he was volunteering. It started with his service as a coach 
for soccer and as a referee. Decades ago, he with some oth-
ers did Operation Santa Claus (this was before there was Toys 

for Tots). During the months of October and November, he and his fellow volunteers 
collected toys, cleaned them, interviewed families, wrapped gifts, and delivered them 
at Christmas time. When Mt St. Helen’s erupted Bill became the official neighborhood 
block captain going house to house helping, encouraging, and giving directions. Ev-
eryone in the neighborhood knows him as the person who will take care of your dog, 
catch your lost animals, help with yard work, and watch your home when you are away. 

He was a member of the team that started the Barge Chestnut Halloween event giving 
a safe place for kids to trick or treat. An Army vet, he continues to volunteer with the 
annual Stand Down event and for the past 10 years has been volunteering for AARP 
doing free personal tax returns. He cares about his fellow man and never asks or ex-
pects anything in return. Congratulations to Bill!  We are honored to have him as part 
of our extended Rotary family.

ROTARY’S NEWEST UNSUNG HERO 
FOR THURSDAY’S MEETING

Greeters – Moriet Miketa, Tim Reed
Music – Bob DiPietro

Invocation – Tim Carlson
Sergeant-at-Arms – Doug Rich

Program – Jheri Ketcham
Rotarians Are Going Places – Sharri 

Greene

FUTURE PROGRAMS
March 11th – Ed Marquand, 

Community Ambitions: Setting the 
Bar Higher 

March 18th – Tressa Shockley & 
Marisol Summers, Classification 

Talks
March 25th – Tobias Levey, Forterra
April 1st – Kate Evans, Success of the 

Cosmic Crisp Apple


