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Rotary 
Opens Up 

Opportunities

THURSDAY, MAY 13, 2021
SEE THE PROGRAM ONLINE AT YAKIMAROTARY.ORG

FOR THURSDAY’S MEETING
Greeters – Matt Sevigny, Darren Reid

Music – Rick Fairbrook
Invocation – Kurt Labberton

Sergeant-at-Arms – Bob Romero
Program – Quinn Dalan

Rotarians Are Going Places – Linda DiLembo

FUTURE PROGRAMS
May 20th – Yakima Rotary Academic Scholarship Awards

May 27th – Coach Nick Rolovich, WSU Football
June 3rd – Central Washington University

June 10th – Mick Hoffman, WIAA

Thayne McCulloh is honored to serve as Gonzaga University’s 26th president, and in July will com-
plete his 12th year in this position.  He is the second-longest serving president in Gonzaga’s history, 
and the first regularly appointed president who is not a Jesuit priest.

A U.S. Army veteran and native of Southern California, Dr. McCulloh holds a B.A. from Gonzaga 
(1989) and earned a Ph.D. in experimental social psychology from Oxford University, England 
(1998).  He first began working at Gonzaga in 1990, and out of his experiences in student affairs has 
remained fundamentally focused on student success.  He is deeply committed to a broadly-based 
liberal arts education that prepares students to be critical thinkers, outstanding professionals, and 
living exemplars of the Jesuit imperative to be men and women with and for others.

Dr. McCulloh’s tenure has been one marked by initiatives related to community engagement, institutional sustainability, 
and increase in institutional prestige and recognition. Gonzaga University launched its most ambitious fundraising effort to 
date, the $250 million “Gonzaga Will” campaign, in October 2015. Gonzaga closed the campaign in 2018, raising $355 mil-
lion from more than 40,000 donors to support student scholarships, academic and student programs, as well as significant 
campus improvements. More than $200M in new construction and campus improvements have been completed since his 
inauguration in 2010, including major projects as the Boone Avenue Retail Center (2013), the Stevens Center for Tennis and 
Golf (2014), the John J. Hemmingson Center (2015), the Volkar Center for Athletic Achievement (2017), the Woldson Per-
forming Arts Center (2019), and the Della Strada Jesuit Community (2017). To meet the growing student interest in STEM 
fields, in Fall 2019, Gonzaga broke ground on the Integrated Science & Engineering (ISE) center. A state-of-the-art facility 
with increased classroom capacity, specialized equipment, and cutting-edge labs, the ISE will prepare the next generation of 
innovators, attract top-notch faculty, and conduct industry-leading research. The ISE will be completed in time for Fall 2021. 
This spring, ground was broken once again for a beautiful facility to serve as the new home for the University of Washington 
School of Medicine-Gonzaga University Health Partnership (scheduled for completion May 2022).

A committed advocate for higher education, Dr. McCulloh has served on numerous national and international boards, 
including NAICU and ACCU.  He is Chair of the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU), and a 
member of the Jesuit Worldwide Learning Global Advisory Board (Geneva).  He was recognized by the National Associa-
tion of Student Personnel Administrators (NASPA) for his unwavering commitment to students and their development as 
“Region V and VI President of the Year.”  Appreciating the symbiotic relationship between Gonzaga University and the local 
Spokane community, Dr. McCulloh serves on the board of Greater Spokane Inc., has been actively involved in the University 
District’s Public Development Authority and Development Associations, has served as a member of the Providence Health 
and Services community board, is a member of the Nazareth Guild board of directors.  



    
- REVIEW -

The world of Zoom made it possible for President Jennifer to conduct 
our meeting from the beautiful backdrop of the Paso Robles wine coun-
try. After greetings were extended to everyone, Bob DiPietro shared his 
musical selection, the Rotary International theme song written in 1923. 
R-O-T-A-R-Y that spells Rotary! Who knew it existed - the best part 
was the comment in the chat room calling for the opening of a Rotary 
musical at the Capitol Theatre. Tom Froula followed with invocation 
and a heartwarming reminder to count our blessings, think about Ser-
vice Above Self, and to reflect on intentional ways we can improve the 
quality of life in our community. Sergeant-at-Arms was Mike Johnson 
who came through at the last minute to give us a quiz that included a 
fun back and forth between him and Bob Gerst. 

We had two announcements. The first was our Century of Service 
fundraiser and telethon that is ONE week away on Thursday, May 
13th from 7pm to 8pm on KAPP-TV. It included a sneak peak at an 
interview with Cragg Gilbert and a heartfelt message of what Rotary 
accomplishes in our community, why he is involved, and why Gilbert 
Orchards chose to participate in the even as our Platinum Sponsor. 
We need your help to reach our goal of raising $300,000 – donating is 
as simple as going to our website at yakimarotary.org and clicking the 
Donate Now button. Set your calendar to watch on Thursday night and 
invite your friends and family to do the same.  The second announce-
ment was about our Rotary Playground build at the Yakima Greenway 
taking place the week of June 21st through 27th. A link to sign-up was 
sent to each of you by email. It will take 100 volunteers every day to 
complete. No special skills are needed. If you lost the link, you can also 
sign up at our website too. 

Leanne Antonio had the honor of introducing our program speaker, 
Lowel Krueger. The Executive Director of the Yakima Housing Au-
thority, Lowel shared the mission and work of the Housing Authority 
and provided an update on Chuck Austin Place. The Yakima Housing 
Authority was established in 1977 by resolution by the City of Yakima. 
At that time, for any organization to receive housing funds from the 
federal government, a statement of housing need was required – the 
City of Yakima provided that. The Yakima Housing Authority is con-
sidered a local government entity; as such they operate in accordance 
with Washington State Revised Code with a five-member board that 
is appointed by the Yakima City Council.  The primary resources to 
operate come from the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Develop-
ment and Agriculture Rural Development. With an annual budget of 
$10 million, they serve nearly 3,000 residents throughout Yakima and 
Kittitas Counties. They are recognized as a high performing agency by 
the U.S. Department of Housing & Urban Development in the admin-
istration of the Housing Choice Voucher program. They have also been 
recognized nationally for their innovative approach to using seasonal 
farmworker housing to serve homeless families in the off-season; are 
one of the first public housing authorities to convert their public hous-
ing under the Rental Assistance Demonstration program; and receive 
annual recognition for their preparation of financial reports. 

The primary program service they provide is Housing Choice Vouch-
ers, also known as Section 8. Over $7 million is invested in our com-

munity through housing assistance payments made directly to private 
landlords to help subsidize rent. Approximately 1,400 individuals are 
served. They administer 1,262 vouchers annually. Within those vouch-
ers are specialty vouchers for individuals or families at risk of or expe-
riencing homelessness, veterans, non-elderly disabled, and foster youth 
timing out of the system. In addition to the Housing Choice Vouchers 
Program they also own, control, and manage 519 rental units. Farm-
worker units make up the majority of their portfolio with 198 rental 
units. They also have 20 rental units for seasonal farmworker housing 
(252 beds), 99 rental units for elderly/disabled housing, and 202 family 
rental units. They collect nearly $2.3 million in rents and other charges 
from residents annually.

The services they provide expand beyond housing. They include 
partnering with other agencies, supporting employment services, and 
a program called the Family Self-Sufficiency Program designed to help 
an individual and families create a plan for re-education and gainful 
employment. The program is completed in five years. Instead of in-
creasing rent payments, a trust account is set up for the difference that 
participants would have paid and held for them until they graduate.  
Upon graduation, the funds are given to them; they have had individu-
als who have received as much as $30,000. It is, for them, the beginning 
to a whole new life. 

Chuck Austin Place has been a dream of the Housing Authority for 
some time. Named after local veteran Chuck Austin who served in 
World War 11, the Korean War and Vietnam War, it will provide afford-
able housing for veterans. On the site of a former U.S. Marine Armory 
located at 1702 Tahoma Avenue, the property was donated through the 
U.S. Department of Health & Human Services in 2017. When com-
pleted there will be 41 units; 14 studios, 17 one-bedroom units, and 
10 two-bedroom units. Amenities will include raised bed gardens, an 
enclosed dog park and walking path around campus. 100% of the units 
will be assisted with either a Project-Based Voucher or a VASH voucher 
in partnership with the U.S. Department of Veteran Affairs. No resident 
will pay more than 30% of their income on rent and utilities.  The proj-
ect includes service space on-site to serve veterans in our community; a 
Yakima Neighborhood Health Services health and dental clinic, VASH 
case management, on-site housing manager, a Supportive Services for 
Veteran Families case manager, and hygiene center. Completion is set 
for July. A separate fundraising campaign will be launched in the future 
to add a Veterans Memorial, gym upgrades, and outdoor benches. 

It was a great program and another exceptional opportunity to learn 
about what is happening in our community and see how those in need 
are being served.  The meeting ended with Rotarians Are Going Places 
presented by Connie Falon. Our featured organization was Pacific 
Northwest University of Health Sciences who were recently ranked 2nd 
in the nation for graduates practicing in primary care specialties and 
medically underserved areas by U.S. News and World Report’s Best 
Medical Schools list. Wow! Congratulations to Downtown Rotarians 
Mike Lawler, Tom Scandalis and Michele Erickson!

Invite your friends and family to 
participate.

Donate Now
www.yakimarotary.org



NEw DATE
MARCH 27, 2021

THANK YOU TO OUR 
ROTARY AUCTION 

SPONSORS

Platinum

gold

silver

bronze 

For more information on how you can get your company’s name added to the list, 
please contact the Rotary office at yakimarotary@yakimarotary.org or 961-9242.
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WATCH ME

May 13, 2021  |  7pm 

VIRTUAL CELEBRATION 
AND TELETHON FUNDRAISER

ABC/KAPP TV Channel 35

Presented by
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