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Alexander Barth is Chief Executive Officer of John I. Haas, Inc. and partner at BarthHaas, the world’s 
leading supplier of hops and hop products. The company, founded in 1794, is in its eighth generation 
of family ownership. 

Prior to his appointment as CEO, Mr. Barth served as Executive Vice President, Supply Chain Man-
agement where he was responsible for expanding the strong, multi-generational grower relation-
ships John I. Haas continues to enjoy in the United States.  Earlier roles included oversight of the 
company’s significant hop farm production as well as key customer accounts.

Mr. Barth holds a Bachelor of Science in General Agriculture from the University of Maryland and a Master of Science in Soil 
Science from Oregon State University.  He lives in the Washington, DC Metro area with his wife and three daughters.
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FOR THURSDAY’S MEETING
Greeters – Dave Heinl, Mike Norton

Music – Linda Kaminski
Invocation – Amy Maib

Sergeant-at-Arms – Matt Martinkus
Program – Bob Gerst

FUTURE PROGRAMS
October 28th – Drs. Gino Aisenbergy & Leo Marales, UW: Latino Physician 

Workforce Study
November 4th – Trevor Greene & Kevin Chase, Covid-19 and Schools: What 

Did We Learn
November 11th – An Interview with the Cast of Hairspray

November 18th – Veteran’s Day Program

Sunrise Rotary is having Red Robin Day on Thursday, Octo-
ber 21st from 5pm to 9pm. 20% of Food Sales that evening 
will go to support Yakima Sunrise Rotary. All you have to do 
is mention the fundraiser to your server to have your ordered 
counted. 

On-line orders for pickup count as well. Order at order.re-
drobin.com.  Select the Nob Hill Blvd restaurant. In the menu 
go to the category labeled Fundraisers. Open Spirit Night 
Fundraiser.  Add Sunrise Rotary Club of Yakima to the Spe-
cial Instructions in the Spirit Night item. Add it to your cart 
and place your order. Go to Red Robin and get your order.

November 2nd at 6:15pm
Valley Brewing Company

Help promote this free recruitment event with young 
professionals ages 21 to 30 in your office, social circles, and 
family. Attendees will have the opportunity to learn about 
Rotaract, Rotary, and how Yakima Rotaract plans to make 

a difference in the Yakima Valley this year. 

YAKIMA SUNRISE FUNDRAISER YAKIMA ROTARACT ANNUAL 
NEW MEMBER MIXER



    
- REVIEW -

Today’s meeting was a great reminder of the amazing place we 
get to call home – from the bountiful valley, generous com-
munity, and awe-inspiring mountains, we are truly blessed.  As 
you entered the foyer of the Yakima Valley College Conference 
Center the sounds of a Mariachi band filled the air, a highlight 
of our celebration of National Hispanic Heritage Month.  They 
also serenaded us in the room to start off the meeting. With 
their unique clothing, instruments and musical style, it was 
a feast for the eyes and ears! Greeting you at the door were 
Tammy Hanlon and Bunker Frank. Rick Pinnell’s invoca-
tion was a reminder to let your smile change the world. In her 
uniquely creative style, Nancy Leahy provided sergeant-at-arms 
all decked out for a “Rotary Round-Up”.  Sonia Rodriguez 
True closed out National Hispanic Heritage Month with a few 
thoughts.  By 2045 Latinos will be the majority population of 
our country.  Yakima County is currently over 50% Latino. She 
shared encouraging words to all of us to extend our hand of op-
portunity, to honor our obligation and responsibility to create 
a more inclusive environment, and to care about the problems 
that influence our community.  

In announcements President John gave a huge thank you to 
Operation Harvest Co-chairs Quinn Dalan and Amy Maib and 
to everyone who participated. More details to follow next week.  
After a hiatus due to Covid, Rotaract is reenergizing with 
their first fundraiser of the season - a Seahawks Viewing Party 
taking place on November 29th.  The Harvest Marching Band 
Festival taking place at Zaepfel Stadium this Saturday is look-
ing for volunteers.  If you can help contact Amanda Ryder. 

Linda Kaminski introduced today’s speaker Jeff Antonelis-
Lapp, who in 2015 became an Emeritus Professor of Evergreen 
State College.  Last year WSU Press published his book Tahoma 
and Its People, a natural history of Mt. Rainier National Park.  
Jeff joined us over Zoom from Enumclaw.   Today’s focus was 
on the cultural aspects of the ancient tribes and why they went 
up to the mountain.  He began by sharing Tahoma is one of 
several Native American names for the mountain.  Early on in 
his career he was invited to teach on the Muckleshoot reser-
vation. The experience left him learning more than what he 
taught.  He was able to study the Lushootseed dialect, which 
he has continued to study for over 20 years.  He was taught to 
gather red cedar bark, and how to weave the bark.  It helped 
him understand the history of their ancestors and the Native 
people who have been going to Tahoma for over 9,000 years.  

In 1857, Lt. Kautz was an Army Lieutenant stationed at Fort 
Steilacoom.  He became obsessed with the mountain and 
planned to climb it.  At the time, European Americans had the 
notion that Native Americans avoided the high country.  Lt. 
Kautz even wrote in his journal that “Indians were supersti-

tious and afraid of it”. Ironically, it was Native Americans who 
helped him with his climb.  The idea of avoidance stuck around 
until the 1960s when Allan Smith, a professor from WSU began 
conducting interviews with tribal elders from the Yakama, 
Nisqually, Puyallup and Muckleshoot tribes.  What he found 
was that Native Americans had been going up into the moun-
tains for as long as any of them could remember. They went 
there to access resources that were not present in their low-
lying villages. They went to hunt mountain goats and marmots 
for their hide, fur and diet, gather plants for medicinal uses, 
reeds for basket weaving, and huckleberries.   For thousands 
of years, family groups of people traveled on foot to make the 
journey.  Keep in mind the closest village was 30 miles from 
the mountain. Yakama people had to travel 80 miles.  All this 
information was given to Smith’s colleague. That colleague and 
a group of graduate students went in search of potential sites 
to excavate. A tip from a park ranger led them to a rock shel-
ter.  An archaeological dig found the camp had been used for 
1,500 years. Artifacts included stone tools, blades, and scrapers.  
Excavation at another site found artifacts over 7,000 years old.  
Jeff credits Greg Burtchard, retired park archaeologist, and 
Ben Diaz current park archaeologist for their contributions.   
Jeff ’s favorite ancient camp site is up at Sunrise. CWU students 
worked the site and determined that the camp was most likely 
used by members of the Yakama village and Muckleshoot vil-
lage who made the journey during the summer months.  An 
excavated fire hearth contained a wealth of clues as to when the 
tribes were there and what they ate.  Local attorney Ray Paolella 
spent many hours working to reconstruct some of the original 
trails from Yakima that led up to Mt. Rainier.  Jeff and Ray 
spent 4 days retracing some of the trail now known at the Wil-
liam O. Douglas Trail.  

With time for questions we learned the park revamped their 
displays at the vistor centers so they are a more accurate repre-
sentation of the Native people.  Each year park rangers receive 
training about the history of Native Americans on the moun-
tain so they can share the information with visitors.  There is 
evidence of tribes coming together to build relationships, to 
trade, and to exchange goods.  They have also found credible 
evidence of Native people summitting the mountain and being 
on the glaciers. 

There are currently over 100 sites located within the park giv-
ing a glimpse of what life was like for Native Americans mak-
ing the long trek up to the mountain thousands of years ago. 
The next time you go out exploring, Jeff encouraged us to think 
about how we are walking in the footsteps of the ancients. 
What an incredible program! You can find Jeff ’s book on his 
website, indie booksellers, or Amazon.

ROTARY OPERATION HARVEST
Saturday, October 9th


