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“Rotary:  Making a Difference”
February 20th, 2020 - Month Theme is 
Peace & Conflict Prevention/Resolution 

IN THE LANCE THIS WEEK
Amarok Society
Rotary/Rotarian Activities. 
FUTURE EVENTS
February 22nd - 7-10 Breakfast

February 27th - Salvation Army

                         Dawne & Rob Anderson
March 5th      -Kidney Foundation of Canada

                       Randy Spensley
Duty Roster – February 27th,    2020
Greeters:  Rowley/McFadden       Cash:    Walker
Sgt-Arms:        Elgie        Invocation:  Bell

Introductions: Slowski    Foundation:   Valsangkar
            Rotary Minute: TBA
	ROTARY CLUB OF LANTZVILLE

MISSION STATEMENT

   Joining in fellowship to support growth and development in education and health for those less fortunate in our local and international communities.


VISITORS
With us this morning, we had GEM Munro and Dr. Tanyss Munro, founding members of the Amarok Society. 
BIRTHDAYS & ANNIVERSARIES 

~None~
HEALTH OF THE CLUB

 On a sad note, former long-time member, ongoing very active community volunteer Stan Mackie passed away this week.   

PRESIDENT – BARRY SPARKES
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This morning, a clear crisp day with frost on the ground.  Good attendance, many happy members wanting to share fellowship & Rotary information.

Barry commented that each Rotary Club has a different make-up and every Rotarian truly believes their club is the best.  We thank Barry for his resounding endorsement of our Rotary Club of Lantzville! 

A step back in time…the very first Rotary meeting was held in 1905, on Sunday February 23, in Room 711, at the Unity Building in downtown Chicago. 

ROTARY FOUNDATION
Many thanks to everyone, our breakfast Rotary Foundation contributions were $ 100. The draw recipient for $ 15 was Harry Helfrich.     

SERGEANT AT ARMS – RALPH LEMMON
Happy $ from Mike W.  Brazil was + 30 every day – nice to go, nice to come back home.  A sad $ from Troy, his newly purchased peace lily did not survive an evening in the outdoors.  Michael R. is also looking forward to the Rolling Stones concert. Very soon, Sheila will have completed the ever so challenging Ham radio course. Rachel and Solly have had a brutal time with the flu. Luckily, it by-passed Charlotte. On his recent visit to the Military Museum, Don Cohn sent his best wishes.  Lucky Dale, lucky David L. both are on their way to warmer locations. Toonies from Lee, his family has moved to Nanaimo.      

As to the draw for $ 50, David Lobay did not pull a joker.     

ROTARY MINUTE – JAMES WILLIAMS

Fellowship, shared social events are an important part of what makes Rotary Clubs tick. With this in mind, James is organizing a ‘Guess Who’s Coming to Dinner?’ social evening for groups of 6 for Saturday March 7th. The host provides the main course. Visiting (surprise?) participants contribute either an appetizer or a dessert.  James will do the matching, advise the surprisors’ where they are to go. The host will expect their guests in the early evening, perhaps 5:30 pm and they will set the time for dinner.  Next steps from participants is to please send James an email confirming your participation as a host or surprise guest(s).  jfwilly41@gmail..com  Equally important, do include in your email dietary restrictions for the host. For all participants, this event is a fun opportunity to get to know more about your Rotary family.   

~~~
Interviewer: “So, tell me about yourself.”

Me: “I’d rather not. I kind of want this job.”

I had my patience tested. I’m negative.

Age 60 might be the new 40, but 9:00 pm is the new midnight.
AMAROK SOCIETY 
[image: image2.jpg]



Amarok Society is a Canadian Charity founded with one family at its centre: Dr. Tanyss Munro, GEM Munro (pictured above) and their four children.  In 2005, GEM and Tanyss moved to the slums of Bangladesh to teach unreachable women. 
The Society’s ‘Mothers-of-Intention’ programme teaches uneducated mothers how to read and write, and then teaches the mothers to be neighbourhood teachers – educating their own and their neighbours‘ children every day in their homes, with astonishing results.
Educational attainment of a mother brings many identifiable successes:

-a mother will apply her knowledge directly to the benefit of her family;

-when you teach a mother, a culture of education is created in the household;

-educating a mother elevates her position within the household and establishes in the upcoming generation the value of teaching females and an assumption of gender equality; 

-educating mothers has the most immediate effect on bringing the birth rate under control;

-education most effectively introduces health information into the family.

Amarok Society operates schools in Bangladesh and Pakistan. 

CLUB BUSINESS
It was moved and seconded, that the club donate 

$ 1,000 to Disaster Aid Canada for Australian Bushfire Relief. 

We received via email, a thank-you note from   from Andie Tomlinson, coordinator for our VIU Library Special Collections tour. “It was a pleasure to share some of our rare archival and special collections treasures with your rotary club…our exciting digitization work can be accessed online at VIUSpace.” Community members are welcome to make an appointment to visit the Reading Room. 

A NEIGHBOURHOOD SCHOOL
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GEM presented us with touching examples about the work they do to bring literacy education to the poorest of the poor in forbidding urban slums.  For everyone at today’s meeting, the story about Sully was riveting. At 14 years of age, she ragged relentlessly on her husband to allow her to attend a neighbourhood school. Education was life changing. Over several years she evolved from being a backward, shy, hesitant child to being a teacher in a community school. Today, Sully is admired and respected, her children educated.      
GEM and Tanyss recognize ‘Mothers’ are the key to success in areas where no schools are built and they have proved wrong the belief that the poorest of the poor are unteachable and unreachable. 
What they have accomplished is truly amazing!

PEACE AND CONFLICT PREVENTION
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Millions of people all over the world are currently displaced by armed conflict or persecution. In fact, 90% of casualties in armed conflict are civilians, half of which are children. Through service projects and Rotary programs, the Rotary family is committed to pursuing projects that address the structural causes of conflict, including poverty, inequality, ethnic tension, lack of access to education, and unequal distribution of resources…
A VISITING ROTARIAN
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While in California, George and I visited two Rotary Clubs. Great fellowship and really interesting programmes. [image: image5.png]
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