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“ROTARY CONNECTS THE WORLD”

July 18th, 2019
A New Rotary Year 
IN THE LANCE THIS WEEK
District Governor
Maureen (Mo) Fritz-Roberts

FUTURE EVENTS

July 25th    - Don Tamelin

                    Coastal Community Credit Union

July 27th   -  7-10 Community Breakfast

July 28th   -  Club Social, BBQ @ Tuckers’ 

DUTY ROSTER – July 25th
Greeters   :  Devenish/Rose         Cash:   Elgie
Sgt-Arms : McFadden       Invocation:   Lemmon
Introductions: Youssef      Foundation:  Rodgers
Rotary Minute:  Lobay
	ROTARY CLUB OF LANTZVILLE

MISSION STATEMENT

   Joining in fellowship to support growth and development in education and health for those less fortunate in our local and international communities.
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Great Fellowship

A major change of pace,  40 + Rotarians shared a morning of Rotary inspiration with our special guest and speaker DG Maureen Fritz-Roberts.  With live music from his saxophone, Rod Mont started us off with the singing of O’Canada. Following introductions, there were club announcements and reports.

Rotary Club of Nanaimo Daybreak is promoting a ‘Hike to Everest Base Camp’, November 1-16th 2019. This once in a lifetime adventure includes fundraising and support of school children in Nepal.  

Basia Henock, SD 68 community school coordinator at John Barsby, had a big thank-you for Rotarian support on Earth Day. There were 1,000 + participants at the April 27th 5 hour event.  

Graham Calder easily recruited 6 volunteers for work on July 24th at Loaves & Fishes. 

ADG Wayne Anderson introduced ‘Mo’.  Following her presentation, presidents Doug Lum, Barry Sparkes eloquently expressed our appreciation. 

Last part of the program, we were led in happy $$$’s, sad $$$’ by Kristin Rongve.  

Ending almost on time with the ‘Four Way Test’, this joint meeting was good and a Rotary experience that we will do again.     

      MAUREEN FRITZ-ROBERTS

Our District Governor has been a member of the Rotary Club of Comox since 2003. At the Club level she is a past president, has served as membership chair, is a member of the World Community Service committee and is past chair of the Mid Island Group.  At the District level, Maureen is a founding member and chair of the District 5020 visioning committee, on the Rotary Leadership Institute team and past chair of the District membership committee. Under her leadership, District 5020 became a world leader in membership growth. Maureen and husband ‘batman’ Dale are members of the Paul Harris Society and major donors to the Rotary Foundation. They have 2 children and 6 grandchildren. 
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Maureen is of the strong belief that there are no limitations to what you can do if you belong to Rotary.  The first time Maureen put three drops of polio vaccine in the mouth of an Ethiopian child, she felt like a super hero. “Every Rotarian saves and improves the lives of others in one way or another. I think that has to make all Rotarians into super heroes.”
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THE JOY OF ROTARY

“Aloha District 5020 Rotarians! It is with extreme joy that I greet you, in this brand-new Rotary Year, as your District Governor.  It is a time to look forward and to plan your connections with each other, with your community and with the world”.

Maureen’s presentation was filled with many examples of the joy she has found in the Rotary world. Throughout her story telling presentation, she brought to us words of wisdom and inspiration.  

She began with a story about ‘Joy’, the happiest person she has ever met. Maureen first met Joy in Ethopia during World Vision micro credit interviews. This trip came about through Rotary connections made on her 1st immunization trip to Ethiopia. “I have learned to never under estimate the connections I make in this incredible organization. Rotary Connects the World because Rotarians connect with each other”.

 Joy was a single mother with two little girls. She lived in a government owned two room shotgun shack with no electricity or running water. Her only furniture was a storage box and a bench. 

THE JOY OF ROTARY
It takes 8 people to form a micro loan group. 1 person gets a loan, pays it back and so forth. The other 7 guarantee it. Joy saw the opportunity to change her life and was the first in her group to receive a loan. She used that money to build a simple oven in her back yard. She used the oven to bake flat bread which she sold in the market. Joy paid back the loan so that next friend in her group could borrow. When it was her turn to borrow again, she was able to expand her bakery and then she paid back that loan. One year later Joy had painted her home, her daughters were enrolled in school, she had electricity, she owned a TV and she had furniture built by a local artisan. Even better, her neighbours had all started businesses and they had all repaid their loans. 

Joy couldn’t have achieved this level of success alone. “We are all like Joy. We can’t do all the work we do in Rotary without help. We need to ask people to join us. If we do that we will grow our clubs but more importantly we will allow other people to experience the joy of giving. The joy of being a Rotarian.”  

Sometimes the joy we create is unexpected.  In Uganda, Maureen used her Polaroid camera to break the ice with a full room of little girls in a sewing class. After the first photo came out the room became a mass of giggling teenagers.  A little bit of joy was created in that moment. Because of the money donated to the Rotary Foundation, a Rotary grant enabled the Uganda training center. 

“We are ordinary people and yet we do extraordinary things.  I can only speak for myself when I say that you will always get more out of Rotary than what you put in and the more you put in the better it gets. I ask you to use your super power, to do good in the world. Share the joy by inviting a new person to Rotary. Embrace the joy by getting fully involved. Enhance the joy by making the Rotary Foundation your charity. “

Thank-you Mo for sharing your Rotary vision!    

SILLY BOAT REGATTA

Everyone was a winner at this charity event.  Over $ 100,000 was raised for the Nanaimo Child Development Centre.  Weather wise, it was a perfect day, there was lot’s to see and do and your 

Roboatary team enjoyed good fellowship.  And yes, the boat did float and no one ended up in the drink

.     
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ROTARIANS WAYNE, YVAN AND GREG

A big thank-you to Thrifty Foods for their generous donation of food and drinks to Nanaimo and Lantzville Rotary Clubs.  
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