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THE MYTH OF SHANGHAI ALLEY
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And a Brief History of Vancouver’s Chinatown
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IN THE BEGINNING...
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A COMMUNITY EMERGES...

o> ‘_“..\
wt\siﬁk?ts
~

A SHOE MAKER

)
e
L

q..w

@ w g

®Zn

—
P74

>= = w

@y =
»
S
foe)

AND DUPONT (PENDER)
INCLUDING 5 GROCERS,
3 GENERAL STORES,

2 OPIUM FACTORIES AND

-
LS
&
I = ca :
i oM
Bodse ‘aii_lnl.-
TUI.L~I¥. - N A
| ] 1

“YFFYIY i i W o e -
b b
rarer Ty e W @Ay
5 1

% P OF fs !
: ”P - . ‘.\mn. —_ \
- g - \ N~
B O c I

M N
Ay Fb—~ posy u ] _
A b B P g L

L4

"
-
.

Lt A~

al & |
/] AT by W vy
iy _

‘-n ——
. | ;
: bl i T e 2 »t
o s ey _ o
__ H ¢ 2 saner $ lJ
~ 4 I = h _
a __ M " L] 5 - u. W |
0 . ) [ ey ——— o X y |
M _-. . & n __ "% “ = - ~
o REE-=(3 e . e v
e Y e B T e e S
2 ad AN~ e .-ll : "x, ﬂ __. ..L..l_lto.!!. T.- (] M X

it A W A e — = — )

ol B N+, O (= DU 0 ...LJ o S ————
M.. ot o i s 120 AT f oo "

LaC L TP ... "_;!._ : \ Sy e 3 . Il g D
Jmaye—--- || * . e e - ¥4 _ X i ¥
Uoen | Sefrcms) N
r..J. L1 3 | - L 0 “ it 4y 5 m b . ‘

[ ...lt.c.llutl._—. po i “ l\'l-wl = = B W&W Jr_ nm _;J "_ m .W
R R o et W (e B T B 1
) i ¥ ta
i ! ” & v\ ﬁ ty d, !
w n..m_ Ly W— i}
= __ i Siey
— y . W2 : e
EEm @ | <
*- P
T .u_ | == _ ﬁL
€ I 5 (i
a ; _‘f L— _ i
t iy O S
¢ Y sl - i
T b |l it S
v | sl I N
L 3 [! v
0 “ LI _ _._ = |
g 3 e L .
b2 _ ) | e fea T} I ]
& | ~ n _ s U\ 4 I
X | h— v ¥ L AR i
1 i 0 | [ _- L
¢ R e | I
> S -9 ve M a8y
— sl = 4 . _, e =
.n.ﬂ.-.. e Mw.u. ¥F 3 — 7 B w A_
(e 7 £ .‘. —
i3




AN EMERGING DISTRICT...

Pender Street looking east, 1889




HART’S OPERA HOUSE 1887/91




THE CHINESE OPERA HOUSE

tenders
were called

@{¢ for the new
opera _

was a popula,
meeting place for
Vancouverites.
Apart from
Chinese plays and
opera the building




A JUMBLE OF USES...



BIG CHANGES ON THE HORIZON...

Carrall Street looking north, 1904



BIG CHANGES ON THE HORIZON...




GNR FREIGHT AND PASSENGER SERVICES
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GNR FREIGHT AND PASSENGER SERVICES



YIP SANG BUILDS CANTON ALLEY COMPLEX...
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THE CREATION OF CANTON AND SHANGHAI

. Canton Alley ;;“:;W . rt;di'byi _&.f.lpl T

1903 constructed
by Yip Sang Co.
Pender Street

Shanghai Alley (first mentioned in 1905)

. Buildings as of 1901

|| Buildings as of 1912



A VISIT BUT NOT TO SHANGHAI ALLEY...

In 1947, Vancouver Archivist Major Matthews
recalled his first visit to the Chinese opera house in

{trregipelr BOWIBR, got to it | cannot tell. We turned
off Hastings Street and went south on Carrall Street.

Then, at some point, we turned into an alley
between old wooden buildings. There were no
lights. It was pitch dark and raining. The wooden
planks on which we walked were wet... We paid a

small entrance fee [and] We found._g
When Shanghai

Alley opened in

balcony overlooking the "pit" belo

beyond.” 1905 the opera
house moved there

to larger premises

which survived until
a fire destroyed the



SHANGHAI ALLEY...



SHANGHAI ALLEY IN THE 19508...




PLAYGROUNDS, TENNIS, ETC...



THE JUBILEE...




SHANGHAIALLEY TODAY...




THE “HERITAGE”™ ALLEY...




CHANGING LAN DSCAPE
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