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JUNE IS ROTARY FELLOWSHIP MONTH
Happy Birthday

Happy Anniversary
UPCOMING SPEAKERS:

June 28 @ 6:00 PM:
Installation of new MR Rotary Board.

July 5:
Tour and Lunch at Pitt Meadows Airport

OUR CLUB LAST WEEK’S MEETING
Ineke Boekhorst presided
Guests:
Aimee Robson, guest of Lynda Lawrence

July 12:

Leanne organizes Maple Ridge's annual Celebrate Earth Day festival
in April and is the founder of Maple Ridge Repair Cafes, pop-up
events where volunteers with repair expertise are available to help
fix your torn clothes, broken appliances, jewellery, bikes, and more
- for FREE!
Leanne lives with her family in an Arts & Crafts style heritage house
in Hammond. The house was built by her grandparents in 1923, and
she and her husband have been upgrading and renovating the
home to high energy efficiency standards.

Leenane Shiels, Minister of the Golden
Ears United Church (and director of the
Hospice Society)

Kim Day, Executive Director, of the Ridge
Meadows Recycling Society

Speaker - Leanne Koehn, Community Engagement, of the Ridge
Meadows Recycling Society
Leanne Koehn spearheads Community
Engagement for Ridge Meadows Recycling
Society, a community-based, social profit
organization that works in partnership with
the City of Maple Ridge to provide responsible
waste reduction services, environmental
education, and inclusive work opportunities
for people with diverse abilities.

About the Ridge Meadows Recycling Society
The Recycling Society is celebrating its 50 anniversary this year. In
1970, Bob Cordoni, a member of the local SPEC (Society for the
Promotion of Environmental Conservation) group, went to the very
first Earth Day Celebrations in Victoria. He returned from that
pivotal gathering excited about a new idea – recycling. In 1972,
recycling began in Maple Ridge and Pitt Meadows. Far ahead of
many other municipalities, these committed volunteers,
including Beryl Cunningham, Candace Gordon and Julie & Dave
Koehn, forged partnerships with local manufacturers, developed a
system to sort and ship recycled materials, promoted the idea of
recycling to local residents, and began collecting newspaper, glass,
and tin cans in a backyard shed in Hammond.
At that time, most people just threw everything in the garbage.
SPEC members worked with the City of Maple Ridge to acquire
space at the Cottonwood Landfill to set up the first Maple Ridge
Recycling Depot in 1974. Locating the depot next to the landfill was
strategic – it was a constant reminder that not everything needed
to be thrown away, and it helped educate people about what items
were recyclable. In 1976, the depot had grown to the point where
volunteers could no longer do it all themselves, and the first parttime employee was hired. The Recycling Society now has 500
visitors a day utilizing their services.

The operation is funded by Eco Fee charges on some of the items
consumers purchase. There is an A – Z list of items they accept on
their website. In the 1980’s they began curb side pickup of
recyclable materials. In 1981 the committee members realized that
the recycling movement had outgrown SPEC and the Ridge
Meadows Recycling Society was formed. In 1987 the GVRD
awarded the Society for their significant contributions to recycling.
In the 1990s the current Recycling Depot in Albion was built. The
custom designed facility enabled the award-winning curbside
recycling blue box program to start in 1992. They expanded their
Business Recycling program in 1996 and began their Apartment
Recycling program in 1999. Over the past 20 years, they have
expanded the list of items that can be recycled through the
expansion of EPR (Extended Producer Responsibility).
They are involved in the community’s Earth Day Celebrations and
hold Repair Cafes which are pop up events where you can bring
damaged items for repair. There is a Repair Café scheduled for July
rd
23 at Memorial Peace Park. There will be a major Gala this year to
celebrate 50 years of Recycling in Ridge Meadows.
Happy & Sad - Ineke made a killing with today’s Happy & Sad, which
she is looking after in Matt’s absence. Some highlights:
Libby - nice to see Chili at today’ meeting – with the help of
Leenane Shiels, we may have solved part of the Zoom broadcast
issue - she forgot her orange shirt today.
Ineke - today is the last StarFish Pack day until September.
Shashanka – he is going to his birth home Hyderabad, India, for a
visit.
Sharon - today is the first day of summer and longest day of the
year.
Club Business
Reminder: no noon luncheon meeting next week June 28, as next
Tuesday is installation night!
Next meeting – Installation of Chili as our new president on
th
June 28 at 6 pm at Meadow Gardens.
Dinner is $65. Dress is Smart Casual.

The International Committee will be considering the request for
funding from Jim Michals to help for hospitals in Ukraine.

Ineke advised that we will be doing a Garage
Sale with the BIA sometime in August, so
please check and see if you have any items to
donate.

Sharon advised that three students attended Rotary YAIL (Youth
Adventures In Leadership) this past weekend. Their biggest
complaint was that the program wasn’t long enough. Everyone
thoroughly enjoyed the weekend and Sharon will arrange to have
them come and speak at an upcoming meeting.
Ineke advised that Freshco has offered to do a fundraiser for
st
StarFish on Friday July 1 from 10 am - 4 pm. We will need a few
Rotarians to help man the booth between 10 am – 4 pm.
Please contact Ineke if you are available.
th

Mike advised that he has received some pictures and a report on
the Ballantyne Project, which is included in the following pages.
At a previous meeting we had Dwight Ballantyne talking about this
project. You can read about it in Flasher NL28-36

Today’s Quote:

Be sure to come and welcome
Chili Yalamanchili – our new President

Libby reported that the Membership Committee met yesterday. As
Roger is moving away, we could use one more committee member.
Roughly six meetings a year. Committee members are Libby, Deb
Hyslop, Ineke and Lynda.

Libby asked that we buy/sell/promote
ticket sales for the Duck Race on August
th
7 which will be an online event this year.

th

Ineke is also looking for help on June 24 & 25 from 9 am – 2:30
pm for a Trauma Treatment program for the local Ukrainian
refugees. She especially needs help between 12 – 4 pm on the
Saturday to help feed the kids snacks and read them stories while
their mothers are going through the program. Please contact Ineke
if you can help. She then read a heartfelt letter from one of the
Ukrainian children about waking up to the sound of explosions the
day the war started, and there was a picture attached showing him
here in BC playing soccer with a big smile on his face.

Submitted by Lynda Lawrence

#WeSeeYou Trip 2022

May 24-28, 2022
We are excited to share how
five days and four nights
impacted the lives of nine
youth, ages 15 - 24. Blaize,
Mason, Evan, Mattea, Arianna,
Neveah, Kendra, Katy and
Kayla, from Fort Chipewyan,
Alberta were joined by four
chaperones, Donna, Tiffany,
Faye and an Elder, Roy. This is
a recap of that trip.
All the youth are students
from the community school in
Fort Chipewyan, the home to
the Mikisew Cree First Nation,
Athabasca Chipewyan First
Nation and the Fort
Chipewyan Metis. Students
were selected by the principal
of the school, Kerri Ceretzke.

Day One
The journey began on a
chartered 18 seat plane from
Fort Chipewyan to Fort
McMurray. Then it was on to
Calgary and finally, Vancouver,
BC. For most this was their
first time on a large
commercial aircraft.
Jody Armstrong, Senior Social
Impact Strategist from YVR
Vancouver Airport had arranged
a special greeting by two
members of a local First Nation.
Dwight was also on the tarmac as
the aircraft pulled into the gate
and the pilot announced
everyone should look out the
window. Roy talked to the youth
about making sure they took in
every moment and then the
shuttle arrived and it was off to
the hotel where they received an
abundance of gifts from our
sponsors and other donors.

www.theballantyneproject.com
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Day Two
Day two began as we headed
to Skwachays Lodge and
Gallery in Vancouver. After
some shopping in the gallery,
two of the current artists in
residence shared their life
stories and one of the artists
gave a tour of the workshop.
When we left Skwachays we
decided to have lunch in
Chinatown. Everyone had a
great time ordering drinks
and food that were
completely unfamiliar. We
ordered 2 plates of chicken
feet as a “food challenge” and
almost everyone gave it a try.
We left the restaurant and
rode a city bus to the
Vancouver Aquarium. In the
shuttle bus on the way back
they saw a horse, which they
had never seen in “real life”.

Day Three
We headed to Capilano
University for a full day.
After an introduction in a
classroom everyone walked
through the trails to the
Bosa building, which is
where the Indigenous film,
television and video
programs are offered. After
a pizza lunch was served and
we traveled a few minutes
away to the university
dorms. Then we piled into
cabs to Whey-ah-wichen,
which is an ancestral village
site located on səl̓ ilw̓ ət
(Burrard Inlet) in North
Vancouver, in Cates Park.
While there, an Elder, who
was a descendant of Chief
Dan George, spoke and
shared some of the area
history.
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Day Four

Day Five

We all took the city bus to
Lonsdale Quay and had
breakfast there. Everyone
enjoyed the views from the
pier and did some shopping.
Then we caught the sea bus
to Canada Place and rode Fly
Over Canada. It was great to
hear the screams and
laughter as everyone enjoyed
the ride. We headed back on
the sea bus and city bus to
the hotel and enjoyed
another meal in the Seymour
Pub restaurant. At 7:00 pm
everyone headed out in taxis
to play laser tag and climb a
rock wall. This final
experience definitely brought
out everyone’s personalities
as they shared these new
experiences.

We all met in the lobby at 7:00
am when the shuttle bus
showed up to take everyone to
the airport for the long journey
back to Fort Chipewyan. There
were lots of hugs and
promises to keep in touch. It
was a very emotional moment
as we watched the shuttle bus
leave the hotel and head to
the airport.
Thank you so much to
everyone who supported this
trip through financial
donations, gifts, letters and
encouragement!
Now we are excited to see
what new ideas these five
days will spark!
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Thank you to
our sponsors

www.theballantyneproject.com

