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Calgary’s 12 Rotary clubs have 
teamed up with a local Rota-
ract chapter and the neigh-
bouring Rotary Club of 
Cochrane to sponsor an ambi-
tious multiyear project. 
They’re building a network of 
paths and parks to help people 
from all walks of life enjoy the 
Stampede City’s natural 
charms, punctuated with 
parks, wetlands, recreational 
sites, and rest stops.

According to local nonprof-
it Parks Foundation Calgary 
(PFC), when the Rotary/ 
Mattamy Greenway is com-
pleted next year, it will be the 
longest urban pathway in  
the world, spanning 138  

kilometres and connecting 55  
communities and 400,000 
residents. 

“We wanted something 
self-sustaining, a signature 
legacy project that would dem-
onstrate what Rotary does for 
our community, and we want-
ed all Rotary clubs in the city 
to join in,” explains Roy Boett-
ger, the past president of the 
Rotary Club of Calgary who’s 
leading the project, intended 
to mark the club’s 2014 cen-
tennial. Several Calgary clubs 
had done joint projects before, 
but the Greenway is the first 
project to include all Calgary 
clubs. The clubs contributed 
half of the $10 million needed 

for initial funding, and home-
builder Mattamy Homes pro-
vided the other half.

While the clubs’ collabora-
tion resulted in construction of 
the Greenway, the association 
with PFC had a personal out-
come for Myrna Dubé, CEO 
of the foundation and one of 
the first people who brought 
the idea of a greenway to Boett-
ger’s attention. An honorary 
Rotarian and a Paul Harris fel-
low since the 1990s, Dubé 
became a full-fledged member 
of the Rotary Club of Calgary 
South in 2015 while working 
on this project. 

Calgary isn’t the only city 
going green with help from 

Rotary clubs. In Prince Albert, 
Sask., 750 kilometres south-
east of Calgary on the banks 
of the North Saskatchewan 
River, work is nearly finished 
on a 23-kilometre pathway 
that will encircle the city of 
35,000. The Rotary Club  
of Prince Albert has worked 
closely with city officials  
and donated an estimated 
$200,000 to the effort, which 
was also funded in part by  
the provincial and federal gov-
ernments. 

Although it is only one-
sixth the size of the Greenway 
in Calgary, the Rotary Trail is 
having an outsize impact on  
the community, according to 
Dave Fischl, a member of the 
Prince Albert club who has 
chaired the city’s trail project 
committee since work began 
15 years ago. 

“You can go on that trail 
any day and see young people, 
families with kids learning to 
ride bikes, people getting exer-
cise, everyone from cyclists to 
older people in wheelchairs,” 
Fischl says. “It’s a fantastic 
endeavour, definitely some-
thing that the Rotary club and 
the city of Prince Albert are 
proud of.”

Like Dubé in Calgary, Fischl 
also became a Rotary member 
while collaborating on a proj-
ect, joining the Prince Albert 
club in 2011. “The Rotarians 
we worked with had been so 
good to us as a committee that 
I decided to become a mem- 
ber when I retired a few years  
ago. It’s a great club,” he says.  
“I didn’t realize just how  
much work members do for 
the community.” 
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