
 

INFORMATION UPDATE: For immediate release - Monday, December 11, 2017 

The Rotary Calgary Concerto Competition- The RC3 

Since 1981 the annual Calgary Concerto Competition has featured some of the best classical 
talent Calgary has to offer, and just last week, has joined forces with The Rotary Club of Calgary 
Downtown. Now named the Rotary Calgary Concerto competition, participants will compete to 
perform their chosen concerto with the Calgary Civic Symphony in a concert on sage at the Jack 
Singer Concert Hall, at Arts Commons in Calgary.  

Past winners include violinist Angela Ryu who has won national competitions and is still in her 
teens; pianist, recording artist and Juno nominee Jan Lisiecki who, at the age of 22 has gone onto 
international acclaim and is currently signed with Deutsche Grammophon, and cellist Arnold 
Choi who has an equally impressive resume.  

Rotary Club of Calgary Downtown is an avid supporter of the arts, with a growing music 
program. According to the chair of the club’s music scholarships committee Sophie Serafino, “we 
are excited to include this competition in our club’s wide and varied contribution to our city. 
Supporting the arts is extremely important to us and we are proud to be a part of this wonderful 
event not only for these students, but for our city”.  Manon Mitchell, President of the Calgary 
Civic Symphony says “we are excited about this partnership with Rotary, which will allow our 
competition to grow. This is a unique opportunity for young musicians in Calgary to play with 
orchestra – a 65 piece orchestra no less, and this experience can lead them to compete on a 
world stage.” 

The competition is open to students in Canada of Calgary Music teachers, and entries are no 
being accepted. For more information, on the competition please go to www.rotaryc3.com  

When? 

Application Deadline – February 7, 2018 

Competition Dates – Saturday March 10 and Sunday March 11, 2018 

Gala Concert Date with the Civic Symphony of Calgary – Sunday June 10, 2017 
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Background - Rotary Club of Calgary  

Rotary is a volunteer organization of 1.2 million business and professional leaders united worldwide to 
provide humanitarian service and help build goodwill and peace. About 34,000 Rotary clubs in more 
than 200 countries and geographical areas conduct projects to address today’s challenges – including 
illiteracy, disease, hunger, poverty, lack of clean water, and environmental concerns – while encouraging 
high ethical standards in all vocations. 

Rotary Club of Calgary is one of Canada’s largest non-profit organizations with initiatives ranging from 
their Stay In School Program, International Scholarships, Youth Exchange, World Community Service, 
Feed The Hungry Calgary, Rotary Club of Calgary Employment Partnership Program, Services for Seniors, 
and many more. As well, it supports many other local organizations and community initiatives. One of 
the Club’s current major projects is the Rotary/Mattamy Greenway, a 138-km network of parks and 
pathways that will encircle the city connecting 55 communities and will include off-leash dog parks, 
family fitness parks, educational wetland interpretive areas, and unique play structures.  
As the world’s largest private provider of international scholarships, The Rotary Foundation helps more 
than 1,000 students annually to study abroad and serve as cultural ambassadors. Rotary also partners 
with seven prestigious universities around the world, providing opportunities to earn a master’s degree in 
peace and conflict resolution.  

Currently, the Rotary Club of Calgary provides countless volunteer hours and distributes over one million 
dollars a year to its local and international service programs. One of the club's local programs was the 
Rotary / Flames Gift to the Community - a ten million dollar community investment. This partnership 
helped to build the Rotary / Flames House, the first paediatric hospice in Alberta, and the Rotary / Flames 
Park at the new Ronald McDonald House adjacent to the Alberta Children's Hospital. This Rotary / 
Flames partnership included other Calgary Rotary Clubs and also supported the Reach initiative which 
included Project NeuroArm, the world's first image-guided surgical robot, and numerous other 
innovative medical initiatives like the world class Southern Alberta Urology Centre.  

Internationally, the club is involved in eradicating The World of Polio, The Signature Legacy Water 
projects providing clean water, health education and in-country training for sustainable and self-
expanding clean water programs in Cambodia, Indonesia and Uganda with its partner CAWST - The 
Calgary-based Centre for Affordable Water & Sanitation Technology.  

In addition, every year the club provides numerous other programs for children, seniors and the 
disadvantaged in Calgary and impoverished countries internationally.  

For more information please contact: 

Sophie Serafino, Chair of the Rotary Club of Calgary Downtown Music Programs  

Tel: 587 229 3640 

Email: sophie@sophieserafino.com 
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