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Rotary Supports WHO Director-General’s 
Public Health Emergency for Polio

In May, the Director-General of the 
World Health Organization (WHO) 
declared the international spread of polio 
a Public Health Emergency of 
International Concern (PHEIC), and issued 
a set of recommendations to all polio-
impacted countries.  On 31 July, the 
situation was reassessed and the Director-
General has declared polio remains a 
public health emergency.  Several factors 
played into this decision, including:
•  both Pakistan and Equatorial Guinea 
have exported the virus internationally 
since May
•  polio thrives in areas compromised by 
conflict – the unfortunate reality is that 
there are currently several countries 
whose public health systems have been 
seriously weakened by crisis, and whose 
children are now some of the most 
vulnerable to polio – in fact, the number 
of people living in conflict-torn states has 
increased since May, putting these 
children at greater risk
•  it is too soon to determine whether the 
guidelines issued in May have had serious 
impact in the affected countries
•  the measures recommended by WHO 
in early May help to protect the 
initiative’s overall gains in the fight 
against polio, specifically working to 
ensure that international travelers do not 
unknowingly carry the virus with them, 
and inadvertently contribute to 
international spread of the wild poliovirus

Rotary supports the WHO Director-
General’s decision to keep these 
recommendations in place for travelers 
to/from Pakistan, Syria, Equatorial Guinea 
and Cameroon (countries who have 
exported polio in 2014); and Afghanistan, 
Ethiopia, Iraq, Israel, Somalia and Nigeria 
(countries infected by polio in 2014).

We firmly believe that through close 
collaboration, Rotary, its partners and 
governments will achieve a polio-free 
world.

John Germ
Chair, International PolioPlus Committee
Rotary International
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Information for this story gathered from various sources on the Internet including:
 1) CHRISTOPHER J. RUTTY, Ph.D., HEALTH HERITAGE RESEARCH SERVICES
   http://www.healthheritageresearch.com  •  hhrs@healthheritageresearch.com
 2) Rotary Polio Plus and End Polio Now websites
 3) Other general articles on Polio in Canada 



endpolionow.org   •   polioeradication.org

Throughout the polio eradication program, children have 
their finger marked with a purple marker by health worker 

to indicate they have been immunized against polio.

Clean water and sanitation remain an important issue in 
eradicating polio. The disease thrives in contaminated water 

and sewage systems.
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Scenes from the Field:  Afghanistan

In Afghanistan, not a single case of 
endemic polio occurred in 2013.  Of the 
11 cases reported, all were linked to 
cross-border transmission from 
neighboring Pakistan.  This achievement 
reflects the success of social mobilizers, 
community elders, and religious leaders in 
forging community trust.

First there was the record-breaking climb across 
the Sydney Harbour Bridge that raised enough 
money to protect 240,000 kids from polio.  On 
30 May, two days before the official opening of 
the convention, 340 participants ascended the 
bridge, eclipsing the record previously held by 
Oprah Winfrey for most climbers on the bridge.  
Waving 278 flags, they also broke the Guinness 
World Record for most flags flown on a bridge.  
Then it was announced that the World's Biggest 
Commercial, Rotary's public awareness 
campaign for polio eradication, set a Guinness 
World Record for largest photo awareness 
campaign. More than 100,000 people from 170 
countries have uploaded their photos, including 
Archbishop Desmond Tutu, Bill Gates, Archie 
Panjabi, Jackie Chan, and many more.

But the biggest news was the $101 million 
pledged to polio eradication. Australian Prime 
Minister Tony Abbott opened the convention on 
1 June with a 
commitment from 
his government of 
$100 million to the 
PolioPlus campaign. 
Two days later, Sir 
Emeka Offor, 
executive vice chair 
of Chrome Group, 
announced a $1 
million gift to The 
Rotary Foundation 
to help end polio.


