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HEALTH AND WELLNESS: Contact Dick Shaw at atlanticclipper@gmail.com if you know of anyone
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TRANSPORTATION: Contact Bonar Irving at bonar@shaw.ca or: 403 254 8476 if you know of anyone
that may need a ride to meetings
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The short, inspirational Christmas story below reveals the true spirit and
meaning of Christmas. It was originally published in the December 14, 1982

issue of Wo ma n ' sma@aairye. This moving story inspired the creation of

The White Envelope Project, a caring nonprofit organization dedicated to de-
veloping the next generation of givers, civic leaders, and philanthropists.

May this inspirational story remind us all of the true meaning of Christmas and giving during the holidays

and throughout the year.

Christmas Story: For the Man Who Disliked Christmas

By Nancy W. Gavin

It's just a small, white envelope stuck among the branches of our Christmas tree. No name, no identifica-
tion, no inscripfion. It has peeked through the branches of our tree for the past ten years.

It all began because my husband Mike disliked Christmas. Oh, not the true meaning of Christmas, but the
commercial aspects of it — overspending and the frantic running around at the last minute to get a tie for
Uncle Harry and the dusting powder for Grandma — the gifts given in desperation because you couldn't
think of anything else.

Knowing he felt this way, | decided one year to bypass the usual shirts, sweaters, ties and so forth. |
reached for something special just for Mike. The Inspiration came in an unusual way.

Qur son Kevin, who was 12 that year, was on the wrestling team at the school he attended. Shortly before
Christmas, there was a non-league match against a team sponsored by an inner-city church. These young-
sters, dressed in sneakers so raggbed that shoestrings seemed to be the only thing holding them togéether,
pﬁesented a sharp contrast to our boys in their spiffy blue and gold uniforms’and sparkling new wrestling
shoes.

As the match began, | was alarmed to see that the other team was wrestling without headgear, a kind of
light helmet designed to protect a wrestler's ears. It was a luxury the ragtag team obviously could not af-
ford.

Well, we ended up walloping them. We took every weight class. Mike, seated beside me, shook his head
sadly, "l wish just one of them could have won," he said. "They have a lot of potential, but losing like this
could take the heart right out of them." Mike loved kids — all kids. He so enjoyed coaching little league foot-
ball, baseball and lacrosse. That's when the idea for his present came.

That afternoon, | went to a local sporting goods store and bought an assortment of wrestling headgear and
shoes, and sent them anonymously to the inner-city church. On Christmas Eve, | placed a small, white en-

velope on the tree, the note inside telling Mike what | had done, and that this was his gift from me.

Mike's smile was the brightest thing about Christmas that year. And that same bright smile lit up succeed-
ing years. For each Christmas, | followed the tradition — one year sending a group of mentally handicapped
%/oungsters to a hockey game, another year a check to a pair of elderly brothers whose homeé had burned
o the ground the week before Christmas, and on and on.

The white envelope became the highlight of our Christmas. It was always the last thing opened on Christ-
mas morning, and our children — ignhoring their new toys — would stand with wide-eyed anticipation as their
dad lifted the envelope from the tree to reveal its conténts. As the children grew, the toys gave way to more
practical presents, but the small, white envelope never lost its allure.

The story doesn't end there. You see, we lost Mike last year due to dreaded cancer. When Christmas rolled
around, | was still so wrapped in grief that | barely got the tree up. But Christmas Eve found me placing an
envelope on the tree. And the next morning, | found it was magically joined by three more. Unbeknownst to
the others, each of our three children had for the first time placed a white envelope on the tree for their dad.
The tradition has grown and someday will expand even further with our grandchildren standing to take
down that special envelope.

Mike's spirit, like the Christmas spirit will always be with us.
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A CHAMPION'S IDEA COULD SEE CALGARY
HOST ITS BIGGEST EVER CONVENTION

Craig Stokke’s mission to host the largest convention in Calgary began by a chance
meeting in ltaly.

A member of the Rotary Club of Calgary South, Stokke was in Rome in 2015 when a
man there told him he'd sttended the Calgary Rotary International Convention in 1998,
The event attracted nearly 25 000 psople from 126 countries and remains the largest
convention ever held in the city.

The man said he enpyed Calgary so much that more than 25 years later he gave his
daughter and son-in-law a trip to the city and the Rocky Mountains as a wedding present.

Afterwards, as Stokke was going for a run around the Colosssum, he thought: Why not
bring the Rotary Intarnational Convention back to Calgary? With up to 30,000 people now
attending the event each yeasr, it would be an opportunity for Calgary to ast a new record
in convention attendance.

“I didn’t knows whers to begin,” Stokke says. “But | was quickly channeled to Mestings +
Conventions Calgary (MCC). And | reslized it was a one-stop shop to connect to all the
right people and groups.”

A partnership created between the Calgary Hotel Association and the Calgary TELUS
Corwention Centrs, MCC works with North Amenican and Intemational meeting and
association planners to attract meetings, conventions and incentive business to Calgary.
Supported by the BMO Centre and the TELUS Convention Centre, MCC works with people
such as Stokke, through its Calgary Champions program, to educate them about how
they can leverage efforts to bring major meetings and conventions to the city.

“Calgary Champions have led the sfforts to bring 13 conventions and 17, 000 delegates to
the city, since 2013" says MCC executive director Dave Sclanders. “As well, Champions
have played a rols in seven confirmed future conferences with nearly 8,000 delsgates.

“It’s a total partnership betwsen Champions, Calgary mesting venues and hotels and us
all working to position the strongest bid for our city.”

Together MCC, Stokke and the the Southern Alberta Rotary District want to bid to host

the 2023, 2024 or 2025 Rotary International Convention. They've submitted a letter of
intention and are one of 12 cities selected to bid for the conventions.

“MCC has helped us show Rotary International that Calgary has everything they nesd
to host such a prestigious intarnational event,” Stokke says.

If successful, Stokke hopes the city’s second Rotary convention also inspires attendees
to send their children to Calgary two decades later.

For more information on becoming a Calgary Champion contact Meetings + Conventions
Calgary at 403.261.8500 or info@mestingscalgary.com.

calgary-convention.com

BUENCIONCALGARY.CON 7/ BUSINESS NCALGARY // DECEMEGR 018 85
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LARRY KWONG

#4 CHINESE
B NEYW YEAR
DINNER

CELEBRATE TRE YEAR OF THE ROOSTER!

$50 per person or Table of 10 for $450.
To order and pay for your tickets, go to:
www.rotarycs.org and follow the links.
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DECEMBER 2016
Dec 19 Calgary Food Bank 9:45 am to 1:00 pm
Dec 22 Christmas Social and Cleven Awards Day

Dec 22 Calgary Food Bank 2:30 pm to 5:30 pm (NEED VOLUNTEERS)
Dec 23 Calgary Food Bank 2:30 pm to 5:30 pm
Dec 29 NO MEETING DUE TO CHRISTMAS HOLIDAYS

JANUARY 2017

Jan 4 Prep and Dinner Service at Ronald MacDonald House (NEED VOLUNTEERS)
Jan 5 Mid Year State of the Union Address

Jan 12 Garry Lamb: Alberta Transportation: Calgary Ring Road

Jan 19 Robbie Burns Day

Jan 20 Larry Kwong Chinese New Year: Regency Palace (See Bulletin for Details)
Jan 26 Legends Profile: Terry Allen

FEBRUARY 2017

Feb 2 Wendy McDonald: Rotary Employment Partnership

Feb 9 Valentines Day Luncheon: Carriage House

Feb 16 TBA

Feb 23 Dan Doherty: Rotary International Polio Plus

MARCH 2017

March 2 Energy East Pipeline Presentation

March 9 Legends Profile: George Adam

March 14  Prep and Dinner Service at the Mustard Seed
March 16  St. Patrickd& Day

March 23  Alana Asuchak: Stress Busters

March 30 Charlene Bearden: Club Runner Presentation

APRIL 2017

April 6 TBA

April 13 Jon Fennell: Following The Molecules

April 20 New Member Celebration: Location to be announced

April 27 Janice Eisenhauer: Canadian Women for Afghanistan (Possibly at Clubhouse)
MAY 2017

May 4 Dream Home Registration Kick off

May 5-7 District Conference (Red Deer)

May 11 Bob Dubask: Myths About Reverse Mortgages

May 18 Legends Profile: Ted Rowsell
May 25 TBA
May 26 Presidenté Party: Details to be provided later

JUNE 2017

June 1 Stay In School Luncheon: Carriage House Inn

June 24 Radium Fellowship Weekend: Details to be provided later
June 8 Charities Day: Possibly at Carriage House Inn

June 22 YEX Presentation: Returning Student
June 29 Changing of the Guard

o

-

12



Calgary South

Rotary

BU

BULLETIN: VOL. 62: ISSUE 22, DECEMBER 15 2016
BULLETIN AND CONTACT INFORMATION

1

Please submit all bulletin submis-
sions in the following format:

Word Document or PDF

Please ensure that all email ad-
dresses and phone numbers
have been listed on your an-
nouncements

Please make sure to include
dates and times of events etc...

Please submit by Thursdays for
submission in the bulletin
(anything later cannot be guar-
anteed)

contact me at: kathyann@rotarycs.org
(just click this link)

or call: (403) 244 9788 if you have ques-
tions

Thanks,

Kathyann Reginato

' 4 ROTARY
SERVING
HUMANITY

Contact Us

Administrator: Kathyann Reginato
Rotary Club of Calgary South
L103C, 9705 Horton Road SW
Calgary AB T2V 2X5

(403) 244-9788

kathyann@rotarycs.org

Visit us at;: www.rotarycs.org

2016 2017 Club Officers

President: Ken Farn: kgfarn@telusplanet.net
President-Elect: Bill LeClair: leclair@calgarylaw.com
Past President: Murray Flegel: mjf@bosslubricants.com
Secretary: Ted Rowsell: rowselle@telus.net

Treasurer: Larry Kennedy: treasurer@rotarycs.org
Partners President: Pat Farn: patfarn@telus.net

2016 2017 Directors

Club Service: Operations
Steve Mason
Email: steve@talkinglightmedia.com

Club Service: Memberships and Social
Glenn Potter
Email: agpotter@telusplanet.net

Club Service: Ways & Means
Jack Haman
Email: hamanj@telus.net

Community Service:
Luanne Whitmarsh
Email: luannew@kerbycentre.com

Community Service: Ways & Means:
Charlie Gouldsborough
Email: charlie@albertasleepcentre.com

International & Vocational Service
Bryan Walton
Email: bwalton@cattlefeeders.ca

Youth Service
Stacey Johnson
Email: sjohnson@printthree.ab.ca
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