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Emcee Bill in the Spirit of Valentines and
Romance introduced Katie O’Conner; a
member of Women of Stampede
Katie O’Connor is a romance author and
book lover. She writes both sweet and
steamy romances with contemporary
and western themes. Katie’s career path
has been long and twisted. She’s been a
waitress, chambermaid, cashier, store
manager, as well as a lab and x-ray
technician. Early in Katie’s writing career
she completed seven novels while raising twin girls. With family life taking up
much her time, writing took a back seat
until life calmed down. She was first published in 2011.
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Do you want to watch a Club Meeting?
CLICK THE LINK: https://bit.ly/2IKLlVc

She grew up in northern Alberta where she
married her high school sweetheart. They’re
now living their happily ever after in Calgary. She is extremely proud of her daughters
and five grandchildren. She has two wonderful sons-in-law and a large support network of friends, family and fellow authors.
She splits her time between her city home
and the bush retreat she calls Sanctuary.
Katie’s favorite writing spot is where she
can hear bird calls listen to the wind in the
trees, and be inspired by the deer and elk
that wander by.
Happy Valentine’s Day, everyone. For me,
this day is about more than couples finding
romance. It’s about the love and caring between partners, family and friends. It’s that
love and support that pulls us through the
tough times and adds beauty to the good
times.
My most recent release, Hearts in the Spotlight, book one of the Women of Stampede
series, is not just about two people finding
love. It’s a story about three friends coming
together to heal after the death of a child.
Most importantly, it’s about opening your
heart to help others.
Brett Wyatt is an exhausted and jaded
country music singer. He’s come to stay at
Stephanie Alexander’s bed and breakfast.
He arrives early and catches her singing
one of his songs.
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Here’s a bit from the opening scene …
Brett Wyatt was in her entryway. Here. At the Wild Rose Inn. Now. And she’d been
massacring his latest hit song. Life just didn’t get any worse than this.
“Yeah, sorry about the singing.” She steadfastly ignored the heat in her cheeks. His
deep chuckle trembled across her skin and into the pit of her stomach. Oh yeah, she
was done for. He’d never stay now. So much for a full-booking windfall.
“Your singing was—” he paused.
She winced and stared at the floor, thinking about her altered version. “Agonizing,
brutal, hideous, heinous…should I go on?”
“It was unique and enthusiastic.” His belly laugh relaxed her. “I admit, I’ve never
heard it sung quite that way.”
Her gaze flew to his face. Damned if he wasn’t smiling his patented, come-hither, sex on a stick grin; the
one gracing all his posters. Including the one on the back of her bedroom door. Her insides melted, just
a little. Oh no! She was not going to fall into those gorgeous blue eyes with lashes women would kill for.
Heck no. Not now, not ever. She didn’t need him here. Okay, maybe her bank balance needed him, but
her traitorous body did not, and she wasn’t falling for his country charm, either. She might have been
raised in a small town, but she knew a big city wolf when she saw one. And Brett Wyatt was all big city
sexuality and masculinity. Dude probably got his muscles from the gym, not real work.
As with all romances, it isn’t long before the characters start to fall for each other.
Steph stood watching Brett from backstage. He danced and sang and wooed the ladies. He teased,
ribbed and needled the men. The concert was divine. She’d noticed last night that he’d really honed his
skills in the past two years; Brett Wyatt was one hell of an entertainer. They performed a dozen songs
and the band paused again.
“Tonight, I’d like to introduce a special guest. Come on out here, Tommy. Everyone, give a big hand for
Tommy.” The crowd obliged as a security guard escorted a young, red-headed woman and her son onto
the stage to stand nervously beside Brett.
“I’m gonna tell y’all a story. Tommy here has a rare form of leukemia.” The crowd quieted. “His daddy
passed away last year, and his poor mama is havin’ trouble makin’ ends meet. Now, y’all know my charity helps out sick kids and folks in need. Special folks like Tommy and his mama; but I’m asking you to
dig deep into your pockets and give them a little help, so his mama can take time away from work to accompany him to his treatments.”
Ten tall, lean men in navy and white western shirts with white Stetsons stepped onto the stage. “These
gentlemen are gonna pass through the crowd collecting donations while we finish the set. Dig deep
folks, help little Tommy out.”
Tommy and his mother hugged Brett and thanked him and the band as the cowboys descended the
stairs to work the crowd. Steph peeked through the curtains, men pulled out their wallets and women
dug in their purses and handed over their hard-earned money to help Tommy. Tears welled in Steph’s
eyes.
God bless Brett Wyatt and his enormous heart. She watched him chat to the crowd for a moment, making merry as if he’d done nothing special. Her breathing grew tight and happiness flowed through her.
Her hand flew to her mouth to hide her smile.
Sweet heaven, she loved him. She wrapped her arms around herself in a hug, savoring the feeling, reveling in the emotional moment. It wasn’t often one fell in love, and it was even more rare that you knew
the exact moment. She’d treasure this moment, this concert and this man for the rest of her life.
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It’s knowing that there are loving and generous people out there, like Stephanie and
Brett that inspire me to write. Of course, there are overheard conversations and
flashes from movies or television that inspire me to wonder what would happen if I
did this instead?
As a bonus, writing a story and making it all up is a bit like telling a glorious whopper
of a lie and getting away with it. And really, who doesn’t want to do that. Come on,
admit it. Just once, you’d like to tell the biggest lie ever and not get caught.
But stories are more than lies. They hold truths, universal truths in many cases. Properly written, they can
give us insights into our own lives, or the lives of those around us. They bring us ideas we might not have
considered before, sometimes they enlighten us and change our minds about long held beliefs.
As for me, my message is simple. My stories are about family and friends. Overcoming odds. Growing
lives. Nurturing love and having second chances. But the biggest message I hope to portray is hope. Hope
for the future, for all of us. Love and hope are two of the qualities you’ll find in all the novel in the Women of
Stampede series.
Shelley Kassian and I came up with the idea of writing a series that would keep our love of romance and
the Calgary Stampede alive all year. Our desire was to promote Stampede and our glorious city. It’s an
enormous project to write a book and have it ready for publication in only seven months. It’s an even bigger
commitment to organize the ladies, read their rough drafts and offer constructive criticism and encouragement all while writing your own story. This is the task Shelley and I took on.
What we wanted to accomplish with this project is to mentor newer authors through the process of writing,
revising, editing and independently publishing a novel. Carol Furst and Nicole Roy were unpublished. Both
had written a first novel, but neither had secured a publishing contract.
The series is about women who are in some fashion associated with Stampede. We’ve got characters from
all walks of life and countless career paths. Strong independent women who fall in love with strong independent men and in doing so become stronger together. The series was very successful with two books
landing onto the Calgary Herald’s top ten fiction books during Stampede. Mine was #8. Nicole’s was #4.
How does the Women of Stampede series fit in with The Rotary Club?
A portion of the proceeds from my story, Hearts in the Spotlight, book one of the series, is being donated to
Ronald McDonald House in Edmonton in appreciation for all the help they gave my family during our stay
there. My first granddaughter was born with a minor heart defect and complete tracheal rings. As I understand it, tracheal rings are supposed to be soft at the back. Hers were not. They were solid all around. Her
trachea was grossly undersized, making it difficult for her to breath and swallow.
In a lengthy procedure the doctors at the Stollery Children’s Hospital cut her trachea apart, sliced it and rejoined it to make it wider. While they were in there, cut one artery free of the heart, removed a piece of it
and refastened it. Throughout this procedure, we were housed by Ronald McDonald House. They looked
after all our needs and gave us a warm, supportive place to unwind. They really are a home away from
home. We still communicate with several families we met during out stay.
We’d have been lost without the help of RMH. Their support is why I graciously and gratefully donate a portion of my proceeds to their fabulous organization. I’ll be dropping a check off at their office on my next trip
to Edmonton.
Our story has a happy ending, my granddaughter just turned six and is enjoying fabulous health and
growth. On Valentine’s day and every time I hold her in my arms, I’m reminded of the importance of family,
love and friendship. Thank You.
Dorothea Schaab gave Flowers to Katie and mentioned a great idea for her next novel “I Volunteer to
Be Loved: How one selfless volunteer found the man of her dreams while volunteering at the Dream Home
ticket booth. You can find the Women of Stampede stories, and all of Katie`s novels at most online vendors, you can order them from Chapters/Indigo or Amazon. Katie is always looking to mentor new authors
and to help people with their existing projects. Feel free to ask anything or contact her for assistance with
your writing. Her website is katieohwrites.com or alternately: womenofstampede.com
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President Ron welcomed everyone today and we sang O’Canada and Rotary Grace as accompanied
by Lisa Fernandes. Past President Bill LeClair as our emcee today then thanked Serge Soucy for the wonderful piano music as we entered today.
In typical LeClair fashion, we had a “Bad Bill” joke today:
Last Will and Testament
His nurse, his wife, daughter & two sons are with him. He asks for two witnesses to
be present and a camcorder be in place to record his last wishes. When all is ready,
he begins to speak. “My son Bernie I want you to take the Ocean Reef houses. My
daughter Sybil you take the apartments between mile markers 100 and Tavernier. My
son Jamie I want you to take the offices over in the Marathon Government Centre.
Sarah, my dear wife please take all the residential buildings on the bay side on Blackwater Sound.”
The nurse and witnesses are blown away as they did not realize his extensive holdings and as Doug slips away the nurse says: “Mrs Pender your husband must have
been such a hard-working man to have accumulated all this property.
The wife replies, “That jerk has a paper route”
Penny Leckie gave a Valentine’s toast to all of us and told us the tale of true love
about a couple who met, fell in love, lived a long and happy life and looked forward to
reuniting after death for an eternity of togetherness.

emcee Bill said that lunch was one of the best we’ve had all year which was attributed to
our spousal guests of honour. We enjoyed a caprese salad beautifully arranged on individual plates served with a balsamic reduction and warm buns. The main course consisted of was quarter chickens served on noodles with mushrooms and roasted carrots.
Dessert was strawberry shortcake, again with beautiful presentation, fresh whipped
cream, soft sweet, heart-shaped cake and a strawberry reduction. The plates were
sprinkled in white chocolate with a dark chocolate treat on the side.
50/50 Draw: Michael Zacharki: Len Hamm took home $105
A door prize draw of a wine and cheese plate (compliments of Christine Kyte) was won by Kate Salazaar
emcee Bill introduced our very own Home Grown Entertainment;
Jim and Maureen Hutchens. Maureen sings with the Cultural Society Choir and Jim sings with the
Calgary Burns Club Singers. With Maureen on the guitar, they entertained us with a series of songs that
told the story of two lovers. The first song told a story of
a man that was shunned by his lover’s mother, and
forced to leave, overseas. The second song was a song
of despair that sung of the pain and longing felt by separated lovers, a world apart. The third was a joyous
song of two lovers reuniting, back together for good.
For their fourth song, the two sang a John Denver classic: You Fill Up My Senses (Annie’s Song).
This song was special for Maureen and Jim as it was
played at their wedding, and was likely responsible for
kicking off the couple’s romance-level fantasy life the
likes of which are rarely found outside of a harlequin
romance novel.

4

The Bulletin of The Rotary Club of Calgary South
Valentine’s Day

Emcee “Hammer” (Bill) introduced Serge Soucy who is the Founder and CEO of Fired Up Dueling Pianos, He is a devoted musician
with 35 years of experience. Since beginning to play music at the
age of seven, Serge has turned his childhood love of performing
into a career. Serge has performed all over the world, from Dubai
to the North Pole. He has toured across Canada - both as support
for other artists, and as a headline act. After stumbling upon the
world of dueling pianos in 2010, Serge was inspired to start his
own business, Fired Up Dueling Pianos, in 2012.

Serge was an absolute ball of energy on the piano and delivered a
collection of rock classics that jumped from decade to decade in
tribute to the songs those couples in the room may have heard at
their own wedding. He had the room tapping their toes and singing
along.
Emcee Bill LeClair thanked the Entertainers, he welcomed
Denise Macleod as incoming Rotary Partners President and
gave special thanks to the servers and support staff at Rotary
House. He added that he showed us all how badly he needs Toby
to keep him on track.
President Ron also thanked everyone today including Michael
and Anna Zacharki for the Valentine’s treats. Emcee Bill gave a
special thanks to Toby, Dorothea and the Social Committee.
President Ron then adjourned the meeting
Roses were handed out as everyone was leaving by
Dorothea Schaab and Toby Oswald-Felker

CLUB MATTERS:
 Stay In School Mentors: Earl Huson

wants to reminds all mentors that their
report cards are due and to send to him directly
 Stampede Legacy Project: In recognition of the de-

cision on the Legacy Project and as a thank you The
Stampede Foundation has invited all members of the
club to attend the “Arts In Motion” Championships on
Sunday February 24 at 3:00PM at the Nutrient Western Event Centre at Stampede Park. An email was sent
out to you with the details and there is information in
the Bulletin
 Rotary Adventures in Citizenship: is accepting ap-

plications now. See bulletin for details.

 Membership Day: Bring a Friend to Rotary on Feb-

ruary 28th, 2019. See Bulletin for more info

 If you have any questions contact Shellie at: shellie@matrixstaffinggroup.com.
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NEW MEMBER PROPOSAL
Please be advised that Darlene Whitmore has been proposed for active membership in the Rotary Club of
Calgary South as Sponsored by Brenda McKinley and Seconded by Bill LeClair
Darlene’s membership has been approved by the Board of Directors on the basis of the recommendation
of the Membership, Qualifications and Classifications Committee subject to completion of a formal application and communication of his name and proposed classification to the membership. If any Member objects to Darlene Whitmore joining our Club or to his proposed classification an objection must be filed in
writing with the Club Secretary at larrystein@shaw.ca prior to February 28th, 2019

NEW MEMBER PROPOSAL
Please be advised that Cheryl Ayres has been proposed for active membership in the Rotary Club of Calgary South as Sponsored by Len Kushner and Seconded by Stacey Johnson
Cheryl’s membership has been approved by the Board of Directors on the basis of the recommendation of
the Membership, Qualifications and Classifications Committee subject to completion of a formal application and communication of his name and proposed classification to the membership. If any Member objects to Cheryl Ayres joining our Club or to his proposed classification an objection must be filed in writing
with the Club Secretary at larrystein@shaw.ca prior to February 28th, 2019anuary 17th, 2019.

STAY IN SCHOOL PROGRAM MENTORS
Report cards are now available and we would appreciate you forwarding at you earliest
convenience to my attention. Contact me if you have any questions. Your mentoring of
our SIS Students is much appreciated.
Submitted by: Earl Huson ehuslink@telusplanet.net

NEXT VOLUNTEERING OPPORTUNITY
MUSTARD SEED DINNER: The next Mustard Seed Event is on Tuesday April
16th, 2019

Email: harryrpelton@gmail.com
Cell: (403) 585 - 2625
Home: (403) 244 - 9140
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On behalf of the Calgary Stampede
Foundation, it is my pleasure to invite
you as a Rotarian and a guest to join us
for the Stampede Showband, Arts in Motion event. This event is a gathering of
drummers, dancers and twirlers from all
across Alberta, showcasing their talents
in the final show of the season – a celebration worth attending.
Details:
Date: Sunday, February 24, 2019
Location: N utrien W estern Events Centre,
Stampede Park
VIP Reception: 2:30 pm Show time: 3:00 pm
Dress: Casual or business w ear
Please RSVP to me directly by email to:
cmorrow@calgarystampede.com or by telephone
at 403.261.9176 at your earliest convenience.

Kindest regards,
Cassandra Morrow, Stewardship and Events
Calgary Stampede Foundation

We are fast approaching the time to select a student to go to Ottawa for this great opportunity. This annual event provides a unique opportunity for a select group of young
Canadians to come together for a better understanding of our country. Through meetings with political leaders, senior officials, and others they learn a great deal about the workings of our
democratic institutions. Through meeting one another and having discussions among themselves, they
learn to appreciate the diversity of Canada and the privileges and responsibilities of citizenship.
Our club will be sending one student to this event. To be eligible they must be between 16 to 18 year of
age and have excellent potential to become community leaders. The program is intended for Canadian
citizens or those with landed immigrant status. It is not open to foreign exchange students. The club pays
all costs associated with registration to the program and travel costs. Students are billeted with Rotary
Club members in Ottawa.

More information on the program can be found at:

www.rotaryottawa.com

Interested students have until February 22nd, 2019 to submit an essay of between 500 - 1,000 words on
the following Topic:
Alberta – Explained to a fellow Canadian: “How would you introduce your province and home City?
Why would other Canadians travel to Alberta? What value does Alberta add to Canada? What challenges
is Alberta facing and what do we need the rest of Canada to understand and support.
Entries must be emailed to Brad Brewster by the deadline. If you or the prospective student have any
questions feel free to reach out to Brad as well at: brewster.brad@ymail.com
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AWO TAAN HEALING
LODGE SOCIETY

Lynn & Jane Topp presented a cheque to Josie Nepinak for $3600 . The cheque is to provide
funds for a new security door bell/camera and
some furniture ie: chests, lamps and night tables
for the client bedrooms.

BETWEEN FRIENDS
Bev Ostermann presented Kelsey Claeys-Ostermann, Manager Membership Services, with a cheque for $4,500 to buy
new equipment for their Camp Bonaventure

This latest update from Rotary Employment
Partnership is submitted by Hans
Tiedemann:
Hello everyone!
Attached is a little update to share with
your Club.
Have a great day,
Katlyn McLaughlin,
Rotary Employment Partnership Coordinator
Inclusion Alberta
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WCS: 4th Annual Colombian Rotary Project Fair

Bob Wiens attended the 4th Annual Colombian Rotary Project Fair on Feb
2nd in Bucaramanga. 30 Representatives from Canada and the USA attended and
listened to pitches from clubs looking for support for 40 projects.
After the project fair, Bob enticed Vanessa Vegas, the Rotary Foundation Reviewer
of Global Grants to visit the filter project in Monteria where RCCS collaborates with
RC of Monteria 2 on a Global Grant.
Hopefully with this new friendship we can make our projects in Colombia better.
You can see how thrilled Vanessa was to receive a typical Colombian hat.
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Rotary Partners Book Club Meeting
At: Calgary Golf & Country Club

When: February 25, 2019: one week later due to Family Day
Time: Please be there ready to start at 9:30 am. Please send an email to:
janetopp@shaw.ca by Thursday February 21st so we can reserve you a spot.
We are anxious to hear about all the books you have read this past month!
Please remember to return the books you have borrowed.
Jane Topp and Maureen Hutchens

CALGARY SOUTH ROTARY PARTNERS’ ACTIVITY SCHEDULE
Sarcee Bingo: Thursday during September, October, November, January and April.
Rose Tea is the first Thursday in May 2019.
Contact: Lois Silverthorne: 403-288-6695 lsilver3@telus.net
Assistant: Dianne Ostermann: 403-278-3654 ostercms@telus.net
Bridge Club: Our group has become small. All members are invited. We play on
&
each month: Calgary Golf & Country Club. Lunch: 11:45, followed by bridge.
Contact: Norma Carroll: 403-252-2655 crcnec@telusplanet.net
Carol Cairns: 403-288-3873 cairnsjandc@shaw.ca
Lunch Bunch: Third Thursday of each month (except December and February). Visit
some of Calgary and area dining gems!
Contact: Maureen Watson: 403-246-0497 marenny@shaw.ca

Investment Club: The Second Thursday of every mont h. 9:00 am Breakfast at The
Calgary Golf & Country Club
Contact: Lorna Hamm: 403-720-005 lorna@lornahamm.com
Movie Club: Tuesdays (when available) Mixed day/evening times
Contact: Denise MacLeod: 403-771-1913 denmacleod@shaw.ca
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FEBRUARY 2019: WORLD UNDERSTANDING
Feb 21:
Feb 28:

Stay In School Golf Presentation
Membership Development Day: Bring a friend to lunch

MARCH 2019: WATER AND SANITATION
Mar 7:
Mar 14:
Mar 21:
Mar 28:

Calgary Search and Rescue Alberta Association
St. Patrick’s Day
BitQuest CEO Koleya Karringten: Intro to Blockchain and Crypto Currency
To Be Determined

APRIL 2019: MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
Apr 4:
Apr 11:
Apr 16:
Apr 18:
Apr 24:
Apr 25:

To Be Determined
New Member Celebration: Evening Meeting: Hangar Flight Museum
Mustard Seed Dinner Prep and Service: Foothills Location
Ann Maria Sysiak: Canadian Parks Society
Partners Luncheon: Willow Park Golf and Country Club: 11:30 am
Bob Sartor: Calgary Airport Authority

MAY 2019: MATERNAL AND CHILD HEALTH
May 2:
May 9:
May 16:
May 23:
May 30:

Dream Home Registration Kickoff
St. Mary’s 4 Way Test Contest
Janice McTighe: Renfrew Educational Services
Stay In School Luncheon: Carriage House Inn
To Be Determined

JUNE 2019: ROTARY FELLOWSHIP
June 6:
June 12:
June 13:
June 20:
June 27:

To Be Determined
Annual Partners Dinner: Willow Park Golf and Country Club: 5:00 pm
Stampede President Presentation
Small Grants Charity Day Presentation
Changing of the Guard

JULY 2019:
July 4:
July 11:
July 18:
July 25:

Dream Home Kickoff: Ranchman’s
No Meeting: On Park: Dream Home Ticket Selling
To Be Determined
No Meeting: Stay In School Golf Tournament

Health, Wellness & Transportation for January and February 2019
Contact Earl Huson at: eshuslink@telusplanet.net or: 403 686-0828 if you know of anyone

that is not well,

that could use a visit or a ride to a Rotary Meeting.
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Weekly Meetings & Bulletin Requirements
If you are asked or request to speak at a weekly meeting please note the following:


Advise President Ron that you wish to make an announcement on Monday before the meeting by email



Provide a digital copy of your notes to the Bulletin Editor and/or Kathyann Reginato in advance of the meeting. If you can’t then immediately after the meeting



At a minimum please give the Editor your hand written notes after you speak
This is for Speakers, Intro Speakers, Thankers and anyone making announcements at the Podium.
We cannot guarantee that your announcement can be made if you don’t provide this information.

Thank you for your assistance with this. It is very difficult for the Bulletin Editors to take so many notes at a
busy and loud meeting so let’s help them out

Suite 120, 200 Rivercrest Drive SE
Calgary AB T2C 2V5
(403) 244 9788

Visit us at: www.rotarycs.org

Office Administrator: Kathyann Reginato email: kathyann@rotarycs.org
2018 2019 Club Officers
President: Ron Prokosch:
President-Elect: Chas Filipski
Past President: Bill LeClair
Club Secretary: Larry Stein
Treasurer: Don Mintz
Partners Past President: Karen Grant

2018 2019 Directors

Club Service: Operations: Len Kushner
Club Service: Membership and Social: Glen Godlonton
Club Service: Ways & Means: David Young
Community Service: Jim Hutchens
Community Service: Ways & Means: Dana Hunter
International & Vocational Service: Kevin MacLeod
Youth Service: Dorothea Schaab

Other Important Contacts

Audit Chair: Penny Leckie
Communications & Public Image Chair: Toby Oswald-Felker
Constitution, Bylaws and Governance: Sherry Austin
Dream Home Chair: Jim Bladon
Health Wellness & Transportation Chair: Don O’Dwyer
Large Grants Chair: Myrna Dube-Thompson
Small Grants Chair: Mark Ambrose
Social Committee Chair: Keith Davis
Stay In School Golf Tournament: Ted Stack
Stay In School Scholarship Program Chair: Bill Sumner
Programs and Tours Chair: Jim Fitzowich
World Community Service Chair: Jamie Moorhouse

rprokosch@prokoschgroup.com
chasfilipski@gmail.com
leclair@calgarylaw.com
larry.stein@shaw.ca
treasurer@rotarycs.org / donmintz@shaw.ca
lkgrant@shaw.ca
lkushner@drivesportswear.com
glen@godlonton.com
dsy39@yahoo.com
jmh_calgary@hotmail.com
drmuir@shaw.ca
kmacleod@moneyadvisor.ca
schaabd@telus.net
penny@taxtherapist.ca
toby@shawlink.ca
srains@shaw.ca
jbladon@atb.com
dpodwyer@hotmail.com
myrnadube-thompson@shaw.ca
markambrose@shaw.ca
daviscomm@shaw.ca
ehtedstack@gmail.com
bsumner@shaw.ca
jfitzowi@telusplanet.net
jamie@talkinglightmedia.com
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