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PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

I am impacted by colour.  Wearing bright colours gives me energy and makes me feel 
vibrant.  Being in a room or around bright colours makes me feel lively.  I cannot resist 
colour. I particularly notice it at this time of year, when there isn’t much colour in na-
ture, the hours of sunshine are still relatively short, and I am tired of wearing my black, 
grey and brown winter uniform…  
 

In the fall of 2019, I was in Toronto on a business trip, and I noticed a spectacular 

 blazer in the window of a boutique.  I have always loved turquoise and 
thought it would be a great addition to my wardrobe. I could envision how lively I 
would feel when I wore it to work and attended business meetings in it. I immediately 
went into the boutique and bought the blazer.  It needed altering, and the way we 
dressed, at the office, changed before I ever wore it.  For these reasons, it has been 
hanging in my closet patiently waiting.   
 

A couple of weeks ago, I decided I wanted to dress up.  I put on my basic black 
dress and was very excited about wearing the turquoise blazer.  When I put it on, I was 
disappointed with how it looked.  The colour was beautiful, but the outfit lacked pizazz 
and needed something to pull it all together.  I started digging madly through my bas-
ket of scarves for something that might work, but alas, there was nothing that was just 
right.   
 
From my office window, you can see Holt Renfrew.  It beckons to me on a daily basis, 
and I try to ignore it. Even more challenging is the Hermes boutique within Holt Ren-
frew that calls to people who love bright colours.  Again, I do my best to manage my 
colour addiction, but that morning, standing in front of the mirror with my fabulous tur-
quoise blazer, knowing a spectacular, colourful scarf would make it the “cat’s meow”, I 
made the decision that after work, I would permit myself to purchase a new Hermes 
scarf.  After all, I am not travelling these days, so a little treat couldn’t hurt much...  
 
I headed downstairs for breakfast, delighted with my plan.  As I was eating my cereal, I 
let my mind wander and fantasized about what sort of scarf I would like, what colours 
it should have, what shape it should be, what size, etc.  All of a sudden, a lightbulb 
went off, and I thought, “I own that scarf.” I ran back upstairs, and I dug in a different 
drawer where I had stashed some special things when I was reorganizing, so Darren 
could move in last fall.  Lo and behold, there was the exact scarf I was thinking about.  
A friend had given it to me in recognition of a professional achievement.  It was still in 
its gift box.  I carefully removed the tissue paper, unfolded it, and when I put it on, I 
couldn’t believe how it tied everything together, and made the outfit literally “pop”.  I 
was thrilled, and I can’t describe how amazing it felt to be dressed professionally, col-
ourfully and stylishly.  It had been so long since I had dressed this way. I felt like I was 
seeing myself in the mirror for the first time in over a year.  
 
When I arrived at the office and throughout the day, a number of people, complimented 
me on my new outfit and how lovely I looked.  I felt incredible.  Just before 3 pm, as I 
was heading into a meeting, our receptionist said to me, “I noticed your outfit and I 
have been thinking about it all day.  It finally came to me.  You look like a flight at-
tendant for Westjet.”  
 
I don’t know if I will ever wear that outfit again, unless I am flying Westjet, and trying 
to sneak in the private lounge at the airport…  
 
 

President Penny Leckie 
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Good afternoon Rotarians and Guests.  Welcome to the Febru-
ary 18th meeting of the Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede 
Park. I am the Club’s President for 2020/2021 – Penny Leckie  
  
Today is National Drink Wine Day, and National Bat-
tery Day. Do you want to see how I can tie these two 
concepts together?    
  
Benjamin Franklin is commonly recognized for discov-
ering electricity.  When I looked for inspiring wine quotes, I found 
a few from dear old Ben.   
  
He said, and I quote “Wine makes daily living easier, less hur-
ried, with fewer tensions and more tolerance.”  He also said, “In 

wine there is wisdom, in beer there is freedom, in water there is bacteria.”  
  
I bet you won’t believe he said, “The discovery of a wine is a greater moment than the discovery of a 
constellation.” For a final quote about wine, he said, “Behold the rain which descends from heaven 
upon our vineyards; There it enters the roots of the vines, to be changed into wine; constant proof 
that God loves us and wants to see us happy.”  
  
So, when you hear all these quotes, you know Benjamin Franklin knew a 
lot about wine, meaning he must have drank a lot of wine, which kinda 
puts in perspective what he was doing standing in a lightning storm with a 
kite…  
  
Can you please rise and join Ilana Krygier Lapides with the singing of O 
Canada.   
  
Today, we are going to learn there is so much more to the Calgary Stam-
pede than 14 days in July.  Welcome to our guests from the Calgary Stampede Foundation, 
who will be more formally introduced later. I want to say a particular hello to Steve 
McDonough, President and Chairman of the Board of the Calgary Stampede.  Steve’s father, 
Terry, was a longtime member of our Club, so we consider Steve part of our Rotary family and 
wish he would join us more often.    
  

Bulletin Editor: Bev Ostermann    Photographer: John Shields 

Health and Wellness – Ellen Smith is still in Rockyview. I tried calling Jim last night but didn’t 
connect. Please continue to pray for Ellen and Jim and their family.   

Casino:  Lynn Grant is looking for Casino Volunteers for our casino planned for April 1st and 
2nd.  If you are willing to help out, please contact Lynn.   

Greeters: What did you think about meeting with the Greeters today?  Did you enjoy it?  Was-
n’t that a great idea?  Thank you to Toby Oswald-Felker for this idea, and to all the greeters 
who volunteered today. Toby is a member of the Membership Mentoring Committee.  This com-
mittee has another initiative to help us stay connected and to give newer members and long 
term members an opportunity to know each other better.  Chair of the 
Committee, Keith Davis, is going to describe it for us. 

Party Line: This initiative is intended to help re-establish and maintain 
connections between Rotarians.  People are lonely in the lockdown and 
want to visit, so a Party Line event (based on the old party line phone 
system that our older members may remember) is planned to take place 
every 2 weeks, starting on Tuesday, February 23rd at 7:00 PM to allow 

people to get together and visit.  See the notice in the Bulletin. 
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Sergeant at Arms: John Fitzsimmons started off by fining Keith Da-
vis for his technical problems, and then got pretty much everybody for 
wearing, or not wearing, a cowboy hat, having a volunteer connection 
during the Stampede, having Christmas lights still up (and/or still on), or 
having ever sat with Terry McDonough during the singing of our wel-
come song.  Can’t think of anyone whom you might have missed, John!   
 
President Penny, exercising presidential privilege, and going back to 
National Drink Wine Day, and with all the Stampede representatives 
here, if you are a member of this Rotary Club and drank wine at the 

Calgary Stampede, pay a loonie.  If you are a member of this Rotary Club and have not drank wine 
at the Calgary Stampede, pay a toonie.   
 
Lotteries Update: Knowing we would be focused on the Calgary 
Stampede today, President Elect Craig Stokke was asked if there 
were any updates from the Stampede Lotteries Committee that he 
is allowed to share with us.   I am happy provide an update on be-
half of Stampede Lotteries. The big news of course is that there will 
be a Stampede Lotteries and a Rotary Dream Home in 2021. 
 
At this point we do not know what on-park sales will look like. Of 
course with COVID, the Stampede will look to the direction of AHS 
and the government. But fortunately, under the direction of Dana 
Peers and Steve McDonough, the Stampede has some very smart and committed people down at 
Headquarters and I have no doubt that they will do everything in their power to present the most 
amazing Stampede possible. 
 
With that said, Stampede Lotteries is putting extra emphasis on online ticket sales this year - what 
we commonly call the Advance Ticket Campaign or the ATC. Dana Hunter and her team are active-
ly preparing for a March 17th launch of the ATC - making it the earliest and longest campaign ever. 
This will maximize sales and ensure the public is aware that we are back and returning for 2021.  
 
Until it becomes clearer what the on-park sales opportunities are going to be, Lotteries is planning 
three different on-park scenarios - three different Stampedes if you will. With that, I am very grateful 
that our Club is highly represented on the Lotteries committee - we have a ton of experience in this 
club - and I would like to take a moment to acknowledge some of our Club members who are work-
ing hard to make sure we succeed: 
 
Thank you to Chad Hason, Dana Hunter, Jack Thompson, Keith Davis, Larry Kennedy, Larry 
Stein, Lynn Grant, and Neill Magee. And of course Jim Bladon and Kevin Macleod will be 
ready to fire up the Dream Home committee when the time is right. If I did forget anyone, I ’m sure I’ll 
hear about it, and yes, I’ll buy you a beer. 
 
The theme of this year's campaign revolves around the notions of Great, Greater, and Greatest, 
which Chad and his marketing team will use to help tell the message of the heritage and importance 
of the Stampede Lotteries to the Calgary community. The theme also fits well as for 2021 as we 
will be introducing refreshed prizes and ticket packages that are expected to boost revenue from the 
online portion of the lottery and protect revenues in the event the 2021 Stampede ends up restricting 
our ability to meet traditional in-person sales numbers. 
 
We are excited and grateful for the Stampede’s support - and I have no doubt we will have a very 
successful campaign this year regardless of which on-park scenario pans out.  
One last thing, construction on the interior of the Dream Home will resume at end of March and we 
will provide further updates as they become available. 
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LEGACY PROJECT UPDATE: 
 
Past President Sherry Austin began by saying: Today, 
we are going to learn there is so much more to the Cal-
gary Stampede than 14 days in July.  Welcome to our 
guests from the Calgary Stampede Foundation, who will 
be more formally introduced later. I want to say a partic-
ular hello to Steve McDonough, President and Chair-
man of the Board of the Calgary Stampede.  Steve’s fa-
ther, Terry, was a longtime member of our Club, so we 
consider Steve part of our Rotary family and wish he 
would join us more often.   
 
During 2017-2018 Rotary year, under the direction of 
then President Bill Le Clair, Sherry Austin and Bob 
Brawn formed a partnership and began discussions with the Stampede Foundation to develop a 
Legacy Project for one million dollars over 5 years.   
 
As discussions progressed and the two organizations learned more about one another, our focus 
became youth and education.  In December, 2018, our Club pledged our one million contribution to 
two areas of focus with the Stampede Foundation.  One area was related to the development of 
much needed shared space for youth-serving leaders and community partners whereby the old 
‘Oliver House’ would be renovated for this purpose. The other area was related to the development 
of a new bursary program to provide access to education programs offered by the Stampede for fi-
nancially challenged youth which has officially become the ‘Rotary Accessibility Fund’.   
 
Through substantial dialogue with the Stampede Foundation, Bob and I developed a deep respect 
and enduring friendship with the people who lead the development of the Education Campus and 
the education programs offered on behalf of the Stampede.  With the cancellation of the Stampede 
and our Dream Home in 2020, the Stampede Foundation has graciously renegotiated and extended 
our Legacy Project Agreement. 
 
Today, you will be receiving an update on how your donation has made an impact on youth in need 
who are trying to access education programs at the Stampede.  It is 
my pleasure to introduce the Executive Director of the Stampede 
Foundation - Sarah Hayes, the Manager of Philanthropy and Com-
munity Investment – Sandra Lunder, and the Manager of Bands – 
Ryan Hancock, who will share the experiences of youth who have 
accessed our ‘Rotary Accessibility Fund’. 
 
Sandra Lunder: First of all, we were thanked for the always warm 
welcome.  The Club’s enthusiasm and generosity, both in spirit and 
financial is always appreciated.  Also, the late Warren Connell was 
acknowledged and his friendship with Rotary, and RCSSP, in par-
ticular, was recognized.  He was always a supporter of the relation-
ship between our two organizations.  
 
Two things that we should look forward to – 
 
• A great 2021 Stampede is being planned, so get ready. 
 
• The 2024 Stampede which will see the new BMO expansion in place.  This $500 million, one mil-

lion sf facility will put Calgary in the top tier of convention destinations, create 1,800 full time jobs 
during construction and when in operation, and add $235 million to Alberta’s annual GDP. It will 
host the 2025 Rotary International Convention  
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Ryan Hancock is a Stampede Show Band alumni and current manager 
of Bands.  The Show Band is a six time World Champion, the most dec-
orated band in history. He spoke to how the Rotary Accessibility Fund is 
providing opportunities to kids from all over Calgary to participate and 
continue in the Band programs.  Twenty nine students have been 
helped to date, and the support is greatly appreciated by student and 
families. 
 
Current band programs have had to adapt to the health requirements in 
place, but training and practicing sessions have continued.  Prior to November, in person sessions 
were allowed, with proper protocols in place, but in November these were halted and on line ses-
sions had to be put in place.  These have been surprisingly effective and well received.  Teaching 
and rehearsing a marching band virtually has been a real learning experience.  Small in person ses-
sions have started again as restrictions are eased.  
 
Educational programs concentrate on Stampede history and the culture of Alberta.  They are based 
on Four Pillars (quite relatable to Rotary principles) – 
 

 Western hospitality 
 Pride of place 
 Commitment to community 
 Integrity 

 
On line, virtual classes have been in place since the lockdowns commenced, and have provided an 
unexpected benefit.  With virtual classes, it is possible to have up to 3 class rooms in attendance at 
a time, instead of just having one classroom in physical attendance.  This has expanded their reach 
and will be utilized in the future. 
 
The third aspect of the Stampede Foundation mandate is the development of the Stampede Youth 
Campus. 
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The Stampede Youth Campus has been under construction for some time.  Located in the 
north east corner of the Park, the following features have been completed – TransAlta Perform-
ing Arts Studio, Calgary Arts Academy, Doherty Hall, and Enbridge Plaza.  The Calgary Opera 
Community Arts Centre is being planned, and the SAM Centre is nearly fully funded and will be 
under construction this year.  The latter will house the Stampede Museum and Archives.  The 
architecture will reflect our western heritage and ambience. 
 
Oliver House, which will house the Rotary Leadership Centre is currently being upgraded and 
renovated and should be open in late 2021. This is the building which is part of our Legacy Pro-
ject. 
  
Past President Bill LeClair thanked the speakers.  It was great to see 
some familiar faces again.  As President in 2017/18 he wanted to es-
tablish a Legacy Project that brought two great brands together, and he 
is very gratified that this partnership was brought to fruition in this great 
project.  He is looking forward to when we can all meet face to face 
again. 
  
From the podium, President Penny. I want to firstly express my grati-
tude to Sherry Austin and Bob Brawn, who is not attending today, for 
their vision and for all the effort they put into working with the Stampede 
Foundation to create the concept we are supporting as our current Legacy Project.  This work took 
place during Bill LeClair’s year as President and under his guidance. I know there were others in-
volved, but Sherry, Bob and Bill carried the torch for our Club.   
  
As we have heard today, it is not only a project we can be proud of, but it is also a partnership we 
can be proud of.  
 
Also, I want to express my gratitude to our guests from the Stampede Foundation.  Thank you for 
everything you do to make our community better and for the update you have shared today.  You 
have given us something to “toast” and say “cheers” to on National Drink Wine Day.   
 
Thank you for recognizing Warren Connell, who was a great friend to RCSSP 
  
In recognition of your presentation 
and your participation in our meet-
ing today, our Rotary Club has do-
nated $100 to the Calgary Rotary 
Clubs Foundation.  Investment in-
come earned on these and other 
endowed funds will be reinvested in 
the future towards impactful pro-
jects such as the Oliver House pro-
ject and the youth bursary.   
 
  
I also want to take this opportunity 
to share how much we miss meet-
ing on the Stampede Grounds.  
Your hospitality team treats us very 
well and makes us feel very spe-
cial.   
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And speaking of special, let me tell you about next week’s program:   
 We will be inducting Darlene Switzer Foster as a new member of our Club 
 We will be paying tribute to Harry Pelton  
 We will be showing the profile video of our much loved and adored, Hugh Delaney  
  
You will need to be in your seats early and bring your popcorn, or going again with today ’s theme, 
bring some wine to toast all three of these special people.   
 
So as we close today’s meeting, thinking about national battery day and national drink wine day, and 
thinking about these two are related, I did some research.  There were a number of articles describ-
ing how to convert bad wine, or “plunk” into good wine, by using electricity to artificially age the wine.  
This is accomplished by passing the wine through two electrodes.   
  
It kinda sounds like something some of my relatives might do on the farm out behind the granary, 
after they had already consumed a fair amount of plunk or wine.  It sounds like something which in 
later years, we remember as a “shoulda worked” story.    
  
But while doing this research, I also learned that 25% of all insurance claims for lost wine relate to 
power outages.  You know, the kinda thing that happens when you are trying to convert plunk into 
good wine by running it through electrodes.   If you have a wine collection, but are trying to convert 
that one bottle of plunk into good wine, please make sure you have a contingency plan, such as a 
generator, for when the power goes out, and you need to save all your bottles of good wine…   
  
Remember, every empty wine bottle is filled with a great story.   
  
There is an Italian proverb that says, “Age and glasses of wine should never be counted.”  
  
And my final comment, on national drink wine day and national battery day? If you are looking to re-
charge your batteries by drinking some wine, and need someone to drink with, CALL ME…  Just 
saying.  Have a great week everyone.   
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BYLAW VOTE INFORMATION 

 
Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park 

Bylaws Update re Alberta Societies’ Act 

THIS NOTIFICATION WILL RUN UNTIL FEBRUARY 25TH IN THE BULLETIN TO SERVE 
AS AN ANNOUNCEMENT IN ADVANCE OF AN E-VOTE ON FEBRUARY 26TH 

 

Submitted by Sherry Austin 
Chair, Constitution, Bylaws, and Governance Committee 
 
 
This report refers to Bylaw requirements from Service Alberta regarding our Rotary Club. It 
must be emphasized that this is not a new review of our Bylaws and no sections of the Bylaws 
have been opened.  This is simply an update based upon Service Alberta Societies Act require-
ments. 

For background information, a comprehensive review of our Bylaws was initiated in 2017/18 un-
der the leadership of then President Bill LeClair and continued through 2018/19 under then 
President Ron Prokosch and concluded in 2019/20 during then President Chas’ year.  This work 
is an extension of that done during these past three years and thus, the Constitution, Bylaws, 
and Governance Committee from that time period was reconstituted and completed the work 
they conducted on behalf of our Club – Sherry Austin, Larry Stein, Terry Allen and Bill Le-
Clair.   

It is important to commend Larry, Bill and Terry for their excellent work in bringing this matter 
to a successful conclusion. They have expended much time and effort in this regard.  Bill’s legal 
searches and analytic skills, Larry’s work as scribe and analyst, and Terry’s knowledge of the 
past and his analytic skills were invaluable to sort through a decades long Registry trail. 

On March 3, 2020, our Rotary Club ratified the Board approved Bylaws that had undergone revi-
sion during the three year period by over 95%.  As per the Societies Act, these Bylaws were 
then forwarded to ‘Corporate Registry, Service Alberta’ to update our file and for official regis-
tration.   Our Bylaws were first registered with the Society in 1994 and, to our knowledge, we 
have never received any feedback in the intervening years. 

However, that all changed on December 2, 2020 whereby we received a letter from the Registry 
stating that to register our new set of Bylaws, we had to use the terminology and process con-
tained in the Societies’ Act.  Rotary International wording was no longer sufficient.  This has 
happened to other clubs as well. 

Please refer to the email received at 2:00 pm today with all of the attached documents.  High-
lighted in yellow are the sections we must include in our Bylaws to satisfy Alberta Registry and 
the Societies’ Act.   

We must be registered to continue our fundraising activities.  Thus, it is imperative that our 
membership  vote on these revised Bylaws by means of a ‘Special Resolution’ as outlined by 
Secretary Larry having recently received Board approval.  There are no Club decisions to be 
made; these changes are mandated. 

Secretary Larry Stein will serve as Scrutineer. 
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MEMBER MENTORING: PARTY LINE 
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CRCF NEWS 

 
 
 
 
 
The CRCF Annual Report for the Rotary Club of Calgary at Stampede Park 
covering the period Mar 1, 2019 - Feb 29, 2020 will be attached to the email of 
this Bulletin for you to read. There will be no hard copies printed this year to con-
serve resources. This electronic version will be the only format available but may be cop-
ied by members. No Club funds were used for the development of this Report; all ex-
penses were covered through volunteers. 
 
I would like to take this opportunity to thank our Treasurer Al Johnson for 
the development and design of this beautiful Report.  Greg Martin and Neil 
Fraser were instrumental in providing the content. 
 
Our current campaign covers the period from March 1, 2020 to February 28, 
2021 and is still underway. 
 
Our members are incredibly generous even during these strange and un-
predictable times. 
  
To date, over $75,000 has been donated to help our charities through a most 
difficult time.  This is unbelievable! 
 
The interest accrued and the allocations we will receive in the future will 
continue to grow so that we may provide assistance to more and more peo-
ple in need in our community. 
 
Thank you so much to each and every one of you for supporting our local 
Foundation. 
 
Your continuing amazing generosity makes such a difference. 
 
With gratitude for all  you do. 
 
 
Sherry Austin, 
CRCF Committee Chair 
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CLUB “STUFF” 

 
 
 

 What is the one sport in which neither the spectators nor the participants know the 
score or the leader until the contest ends? 

 What famous North American landmark is constantly moving backward?  
 What are the only three common words in standard English that begin with the let-

ters ' dw' ? 
 

The Answers will be in next week’s Bulletin 
 
Submitted by: Bev Ostermann 

Rotary Partners Book Club 

 

On March 22nd we are having a Guest Author, 
Genevieve Graham attend our Zoom Meeting! 
 
Genevieve Graham is from Halifax and is a well 
known writer of Historical Fiction. Genevieve 
will give a short talk and answer questions about 
her novels and the writing process. This so excit-
ing for us! 
 
Please let Maureen Hutchens know via email 
(mo_hutch@hotmail.com) if you would like the 
link to attend. We start at 9:30 am. 
 
We hope to see all of our Book Club Members at-
tend this fun event. 
 
Submitted by: 
Jane Topp and Maureen Hutchens 

mailto:mo_hutch@hotmail.com
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STAY IN SCHOOL GOLF NEWS 

https://www.stayinschool.ca/ 

https://www.stayinschool.ca/
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FEBRUARY BIRTHDAYS 
 

Traits February borns are known for 

• February borns are honest and known for being one of a kind 

• They are authentical. self-confident and positive in their decisions 

• They are very mysterious 

• They are innovative 

• They are unique 

• They are determined 

• They are loyal 

• They are generous 



 14 

 
Feb 22nd  RCCSP Board Meeting: 5:30 pm 

NEXT WEEK’S MEETING 
Feb 25th  Rotary Profiles: Hugh Delaney 

 
 
Mar 4th   International Women’s Day:  
          Leela Aheer, Minister of Culture & Status of Women  
 
Mar 11th St. Patrick’s Day Celebration 

Mar 18th Sue Ozdemir, CEO: Exro Technologies 

Mar 25th  DG Mary Turner Visit and RCCSP  
               Communications Strategy 
 
Apr 1st    Virgil Lowe: Telus Agriculture 

Apr 1st    CASINO: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Apr 2nd    CASINO: VOLUNTEERS NEEDED 

Apr 8th    TBA 

Apr 15th   Large Grants Presentation 

Apr 22nd   New Member Celebration 

Apr 29th   Rotary Profile: Jim Burns 

May 6th   Annual St. Mary’s 4 Way Test 

May 13th  TBA 

May 20th  Annual Stay In School Luncheon 

  

CALENDAR OF  
MEETINGS AND EVENTS 
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 4420 52 Street NW 
 Calgary AB T3A 0L1 
 Email: kathyann@rotarycs.org 
 (403) 244-9788 

 
 

 

President                        Penny Leckie   

President-Elect                    Craig Stokke   

Past President                     Chas Filipski       

Club Secretary                    Larry Stein 

Treasurer                        Don Mintz     

Partners President                  Denise MacLeod  

Club Service Operations             Gena Rotstein        

Club Service Membership and Social     Tony Fisher   

Club Service Ways & Means            Ted Stack  

Community Service Local             Jamie Moorhouse      

Community Service: Ways and Means     Mark Ambrose  

International and Vocational Service       Mike Ruttan  

Youth Service                     Wendy Giuffre  

          

CLUB INFORMATION 

 

WEEKLY ZOOM MEETINGS 

 

 

• A link will be sent out every Monday or Tuesday 
• There is a reminder an hour before the meeting and 10 minutes be-

fore the meeting 
• You can share the link with friends and Partners 
• Save the link and join us at Noon On THURSDAYS  
• This meeting is recorded  

• If anyone would like to join but struggles with Zoom please either 

help them or reach out to the Tech Committee or Kathyann for assis-

tance 

mailto:kathyann@rotarycs.org

